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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT July/August 2026
Message from the pastor...

Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. ~James 3:18
Tending the Garden of the Heart

Please take a look at these photos:

e

My wife is an avid gardener and watching her tend to her flower and vegetable gardens is witnessing "peace"
in action. As we enter July and August, the time she spent cultivating, weeding, watering, staking, and
fertilizing in May and June presents this beautiful harvest of healthy, vibrant plants.

In many ways, a healthy community is a lot like a thriving garden. It doesn’t just happen by accident. It
requires a shared commitment to tending the soil of our relationships. The internal peace we seek during these
warm months isn’t meant to be hidden away in a greenhouse; it’s meant to be cultivated out in the open,
overflowing into our leadership, our kindness, and our life together.

During July and August, when church attendance naturally shifts with summer vacations, family barbecues,
and weekend sports, my hope is that each of us will think about how we can cultivate a beautiful September
harvest of unity for our Canton Center Church community. While any of us could sketch out an acronym for
peace, here is one for us to till and harrow in our minds as we meditate on a harmonious fall season ahead:

P — Patience: Every experienced gardener knows that patience is more than a virtue when tending a garden.
Plants and vegetables grow at their own pace, and the hours of weeding, cultivating, and watering are helpful
but will not produce "Jack's beanstalk" overnight. As we wait patiently for a harvest, let us also allow space for
others to grow, yet aide them along if requested. Growth happens on its own timeline.

E — Empathy: To know what a plant needs; you have to look closely at its roots and leaves. In our community,
that means pulling up a lawn chair and listening deeply to the hearts and stories of the people around us.

A — Anchored: Summer storms can pop up out of nowhere, and the winds of life can shift rapidly. But when
our roots run deep and we remain firmly anchored in our shared faith, we stay steady and upright through it all.

C — Compassion: A garden needs water and nutrients, not just good intentions. True peace moves our hands to
action. Let’s look for tangible, practical ways to extend active kindness and service to our neighbors over these
next two months.

E — Encouragement: Think of your words as sunshine and rain. The world has enough harsh frost. Let’s
resolve to use our speech to breathe life, hope, and renewal into those who are feeling a bit withered by the
heat of life.

Love in Christ ~ Pastor Kurt
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Director of Faith Formation
Jody Swan

I am writing this article on June 15th, the day after our lovely Children and Youth Sunday. It is a
day to take in the celebration of yesterday, as well as begin to reflect more fully on the past year
at Canton Center Church. While there were many special moments throughout the year, there is
still more to come, and with that comes excitement for new things down the road. But for now,
this is a time for a new rhythm. While the rhythm is slower for us in church and church school, I
remind myself today that God is always at work within us. It just looks and feels a little
different. God is tending to our hearts. He is taking the stories heard from the Bible, the
activities, the service projects, the laughter, the questions, and the small conversations we shared
together, and He is nurturing them—planting them deeper in our souls. He is cultivating them
for the children’s future. None of us know how or when, but He is increasing their faith. He is
drawing them closer to Him. He is loving on them this summer. So, enjoy this slower summer
rhythm, let God nurture, and love us all!

Romans 8:28 — “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

God Bless! T
Jody Swan

Music Notes
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music

The ladies of both choirs were presented with corsages, each with some sort of rose and other
flowers, and the men were presented with boutonnieres, each with a single yellow rose. 1 had
bought them at Airei Mt and they were lovingly put together by the owner Roxanne. The roses
inspired the idea for singing The Rose, so Linda Ripley and I quickly rehearsed it and performed
it at the Sunday service which was the choirs and the Sunday School Attendees Recognition
Day. Thank you so much to the CE committee for the gift of those lovely plants for Jody and
me.

The following are the Senior Choir members:

Sopranos Altos Tenors Basses
Judy Robinson Kathleen Lundgren Jerry Alonzy Jim Todd
Donna Hammond Karen Needham Tim LeGeyt Art Dewey
Gina Magennis Kathy Pickrell Paul Stansel
Kathy Todd Clare Workman

Linda Ripley

The summer Soloist Series has started up with Paul. In July, Jerry will be soloing on the 5th, Jim
on the 12th, Judy on the 19th and Cindy on flute on the 26th.
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The bell choir traveled to Valerie Manor, a rest home in Torrington, on Sunday May 31st. The
entire bell choir performed beautifully and were a hit with the clients and the staff who had never
been visited by a bell choir before. Pictures were taken and were placed on the Valerie Manor
Facebook page and our Office Manager was able to click on a few photos to save for our
newsletter and eblast as well as for the June 14th bulletin front page. Thank you Christine.

Thank you to all the ringers and those pesky rehearsals leading up to the concert and special thanks
to those who transported the equipment including tables, bell cases, etc. It was well worth the time
spent. From left to right are the following ringers, Cindy Webb, Gina Magennis, Karen Needham,
Diana Ferraiuolo, Me, Kathy Pickrell, Donna Hammond, Martha Stansel, Hugh Anderson, Megan
Keefe, and Judy Robinson. Karen and Diana have retired but have promised to sub

occasionally. Heather Neumann has joined recently and will be getting further training during the
summer. We are hoping to have one or two people step up to join this fun group.

Have a great and safe summer and hope to see all of you and the congregation in the fall.

Deacons’ Bench
Hugh Anderson

I'm sure I speak for Ann Buckley as well as myself when I say it's such an honor to join the diaconate
under Kurt's pastoral leadership. As we begin our term, I can't help but reflect back on what a great
spring it's been for our church. While we will always be known as "the church of the second
helping", it strikes me that this spring we can add "the church of continuous celebration." We have
celebrated the welcoming of new members and the recognition of long term members. We have
celebrated a truly inspiring group of high school graduates. Jack, Jake, Tyler, Jack and Janelle have
each charted such impressive post graduate plans at some of the best military and academic
institutions around. And we just had an awesome celebration Sunday where we feted our church
school youth, our vocal and bell choirs, our CE and Music committees, all under the creative
leadership of Jody Swan and Mary Lou Keefe, who we are so blessed to have and never take for
granted. How great were the church school youth in delivering the spiritual readings and message.

And now we celebrate the transition of spring into summer, with all that brings us, in and outside of
church. We wish you all a great summer season, and encourage all to stay connected. Enjoy the
weekly e-mail reminders, the Churchmouse, and attend our 9:00 am July services as we host our
Baptist friends. If you are away or can't otherwise attend, hop on the Sunday morning livestream, or
find recordings of the services on our website. Remember, as we have fun in the sun; let's also have
fun in The Son!
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Worship Schedule for July ~ 9 am Canton Center Church
July § Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 12 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 19 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

We will be sharing services in July & August with Canton Community Baptist Church.

July ~ Canton Center Church at 9 am

August ~ Canton Community Baptist Church at 10 am ~ 125 Dowd Ave. in Canton




The Churchmouse Page 5

Scrip Your Summer
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Happy Summer! ‘

This year, there will be no services at Canton Center in the month of August. If you’d like to
make a Scrip purchase though, I’'m just a phone call or an email away. Of course, you can
always call or email me any time of year to place an order (860-371-1016 or
levine429(@gmail.com). You can also order on www.raiseright.com or via the RaiseRight
mobile app. You will need our church’s unique enrollment code to place an order electronically,
so just reach out to me for that. I’m happy to deliver cards to your home or you can come to me.
During July, you’ll find me here for every coffee hour!

Scrip gift cards are perfect for summer travel or staycations. We have offerings for gas stations,
airlines, hotels and restaurants all over the country. If you’re staying close, think about Target,
Walmart or Amazon as good cards to have on hand for last minute needs. Of course, grocery
stores remain our most popular cards. Stop and Shop and ShopRite are our local ones, but we
also have Safeway, Publix, Giant Eagle and Albertson’s... just to name a few that you might
want if you are traveling out of state. Just about anywhere you might go around the country, we
have Scrip cards you can use while you are there. The ways you can use Scrip gift cards are
only limited by your imagination! Just reach out if you’d like a full list of all 600+ retailers that
are available. And don’t forget that every card you purchase — big or small — earns money for
our church.

Have a wonderful Summer and thanks for your support!

Casey
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,,E;% Graduate News

Tyler Baldwin will be attending Florida Tech in
Melbourne to study Mechanical engineering.

Jack Neumann graduated from CHS and will be attending

Quinnipiac University as a Business-Undeclared major.
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Missions & Outreach ~ SPOTLIGHT ON HANDS OF GRACE

Hands of Grace, located in Pine Meadow at 8 Wickett St., is an outreach of St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church. The director is Pastor Kevin Mongeau who also serves as vacancy pastor for
the church. Hands of Grace has been helping the community for around 15 years.

Hands of Grace’s mission is to help individuals and families experiencing a financial crisis meet
their basic needs so that they can achieve and maintain self-sufficiency. Clients shop for their
food from the shelves, based on their family size. They also can select various household items,
small appliances and clothing for their family.

Hands of Grace provides not only material items but also a warm, supportive atmosphere based
on the Love of Christ.

If you are inclined to donate at times other than when our church has collections, Hands of
Grace’s ongoing needs for outreach are the following:

e [n Season Clothing Only

e Non-Perishable Food

e Pet Food

e Paper Goods

e Home Goods: towels, washcloths, linens and blankets

e Monetary Donations which are tax deductible

They do not accept: car seats, cribs, personal pillows, mattresses, books, furniture or decorative
items.

All donations can be dropped off Tuesdays or Wednesdays between 9-2.

Missions Box: The Missions Box Collection for July is a continuation of our collection of
backpacks and school supplies for Wellmore. These supplies are given to our Wellmore Social
Workers so they can help students and families prepare for the beginning of the school year.
School supplies include pens, pencils, erasers, crayons, markers, notebooks, notebook paper,
spiral notebooks, scissors, rulers, and any other items students might need. The social workers we
support always comment about how generous our church is in our support of their clients.

Our September collection will be cat, kitten, dog, and puppy food to help the clients of the
Canton Food Bank feed their pets. Kitten food will also be given to Beacon of Light Rescue
established by Megan Keefe. These donations support moms with kittens, including the feral cats
the rescue cares for.
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Brian’s Angels: The Faith Formation children made 50 sandwiches for Brian’s Angels in
June, and the congregation generously donated 11 bags of apples, oranges, clementine's, and
pears for the meal bags. In addition to providing the supplies for the sandwiches, the Missions
Committee used some of our food budget to provide chips for the bags as well as coffee for
the sit-down lunch. We are able to provide these extras using the money earned through the
cake auction. Brian’s Angels expressed gratitude for our ongoing support.

The next round of sandwich making has yet to be scheduled, so keep your eyes open for the
date. If you would like to be involved in making sandwiches or a meal for Brian’s Angels,
please speak with Martha Stansel.

Knitting Ministry: Our knitting ministry continues to work on prayer squares and prayer
shawls. These have been very well received within the congregation and by those who receive
them. The group plans to have another dedication of shawls and squares soon.

Raccoon Rescue Update: We got word that the raccoon that was rescued outside the church
in May i1s doing very well at an animal rescue organization that is licensed to have raccoons.
The Missions Committee voted to make an off-budget $100 donation to Ratlum Mountain
Animal Rescue since they initially accepted the baby and got her the care she needed.

THANK YOU, STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS!

The Strawberry Festival was a success, thanks to our enthusiastic volunteers, who
created a friendly and welcoming atmosphere. We are grateful to everyone who
helped wherever needed, because every role contributed to the event’s success.

Many customers stayed after eating to enjoy each other’s company, and everyone

appreciated the positive attitudes and shared efforts that made the day special.

Church Pictorial Directory ~ We are looking for volunteers to help with a new church
i pictorial directory. If you would like to help with this project, please contact Cora Mutch
tat 860-402-2642 or add your name to the sign up on the bulletin board leading into the
i Parish Hall. Thank you! ,

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Chr jcenipdssionand piticege. ¢ f
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,

we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

0o\
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 Happy
Knitting 9 am  4th of July!
@
AA 11:00 pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
OFFICE CLOSED
Worship 9:00 am|  (July 4th)
FCCCC i
Communion e
AbAnon 7:00 pm  AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship 9:00 am| Trustee Mtg N
FCCCC 7pm Knitting 9 am
AFAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm ;g AA 11:00 pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship 9:00 am
FCCCC
AkAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
26 27 28 29 30 31
Worship 9:00 am
FCCCC
4th Sun Food Collectign
AFAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

AA 11:00 pn

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

_ Knitting 9 am
Worship 10am

CCBC .
125 Dowd Ave g

Canton, CT .
AFANOn 7:00 pM  Aa 7-00 pm E AA 11:00 pn

-

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Worship 10am Trustee Mtg Council Mtg
CCBC 7pm 7 pm
125 Dowd Ave

Canton, CT .
AFAnon 7:00 pm  AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pn

-

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Worship 10 am Deacons Mtg o
CCBC 7pm Knitting 9 am
125 Dowd Ave

Canton, CT : g

AFAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm S AA 11:00 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Worship 10 am
CCBC
125 Dowd Ave
Canton, CT
AFAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
30 31
Worship 10 am
CCBC
125 Dowd Ave
Canton, CT

AFANnon 7:00 pn
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The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133

The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020133
cantoncenterchurch.org

Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
860-693-4581
Christine Motasky
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
860-693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:
Jody Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org




