THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
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May 10, 2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Sixth Sunday of Easter

In Person & Live Streamed

Sermon: A Quiet Strength, Lessons From Mary

Have enough courage to trust love one more time and a]wa)/s one more time.

~Maya Angelou

As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.
~[saiah 66:13
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigr announcementsfrom the congregation are welcome. Those Wisbing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE Recuerdos Francisco Tarrega Arr. Kevin McChesney
Cherry Brook Chimes bell choir John Keefe guitar and new piano

CALLTO WORSHIP
Today we gather to worship the God who created us, loves us, and calls us His own.
We give thanks for God’s steadfast love that nurtures and sustains us.
On this Mother’s Day, we honor the women who have shown us God’s compassion,
strength, and tenderness.
We thank God for mothers, grandmothers, guardians, and all who
mother us in faith.
We remember Mary, the mother of Jesus, whose obedience and courage brought Christ
into the world.
May her example inspire us to say “yes” to God with trust and
humility.
We acknowledge that this day brings joy for many and sorrow for others.
God of comfort, hold close those who grieve, who remember, and who
hope.
Come, let us worship the Lord.
With grateful hearts, we worship God together.

*HYMN Morning Has Broken Pilgrim (Red) #38

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Holy and gracious God, we come before You today with gratitude for the
gift of love that mothers and mother-figures reflect in our lives. We thank
You for their strength, their tenderness, their wisdom, and their sacrifice.
We thank You for Mary, who bore Your Son with courage and faith, and for
all who follow her example by nurturing life and pointing others toward
You.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS OF PANSIES
(Following the dedication reading we invite our youth to hand out the beautiful pansies to all women)

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING

In the life of our Lord's Mother, we see that the greatest gift one can offer is a life
surrendered to God’s purposes. When we give our offerings today, we are not just meeting
a budget; we are emulating that caregiving heart. We are providing resources to nurture our
community, to be a place of peace for the weary and to others we may never know. Let us
now receive our Sunday morning offering, joyfully reflecting the abundance we have first
received.

The Whisper Craig Courtney

Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous God, take these gifts, the fruit of our labor and the symbols of our
gratitude, and use them to strengthen those in need. May this offering reflect
the spirit of the faithful women who have shown not with their words, yet by
their actions how to be true servants. In the name of the One who gave
everything for us, Amen.

SCRIPTURE

I[saiah 66:12—13
Ruth 1:16-17
Luke 1:26-38

SERMON A Quiet Strength, Lessons From Mary

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Silent Meditation
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN For the Beauty (yrthe Earth Pilgrim (Red) H66

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen

We Gather Here Together 16th cen. German Madrigal
Senior Choir arr. Sean Deibler
*POSTLUDE Allegro in b flat Georg Handel

Worsbip is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins



