THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT
April 5, 2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
EASTER SERVICE
In Person & Live Streamed

Here is the amazing thing about Easter; the Resurrection Sunday
for Christians is this, that Christ in the dying moments on the cross gives

us the greatest illustration (f forgiveness possible.
~T.D. Jakes
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https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/t-d-jakes-quotes

~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand gf able. Bold denotes unison response.

WELCOME
Bn’gf announcements ﬁom the congregation are welcome. Those Wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in thefront pews at the start czftbe announcement period.

PRELUDE You Raise Me Up Brendon Graham
Soloist Jerry Alonzy

CALLTO WORSHIP
Look and listen! The shadows of the night have vanished!
The earth wakes to a new melody today.
The golden dawn shines bright across the sky;
the birds sing of the empty grave.
Once we were bound by the winter of despair,
but today is the eternal Spring.
Our breath is new, our hope is restored,
and our lives are transformed.
The stone is rolled away; the promise is fulfilled!
For the Grave could not hold Him,
and the world will never be the same!
Let us worship the Lord of Life!
Christ the Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*HYMN Christ the Lord Is Risen Today Pﬂgrim (Red) #182

CHERRYBROOK CHIMES HANDBELL CHOIR

Procession (yf Praise Arnold Sherman

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Eternal God,You have brought us out of the shadows and into the brilliant
embrace of Your grace.The air is filled with the scent of new life, and our
hearts are racing with the wonder of the empty tomb. We thank You for the
miracle of the Resurrection, which reminds us that no darkness is deep
enough to hide Your light, and no grave is strong enough to hold Your love.



Fill this sanctuary with the breath of Your Spirit. As we sing and pray, weave
our individual voices into one great chorus of praise. May we leave this place
not just as those who have heard the news, but as those who have been
changed by it.Through the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

OFFERING

On this resurrection morning, we celebrate a love that cannot be contained by a tomb and
a hope that renews itself with every sunrise. Our offering today is one way of joining in the
restorative work of light over darkness. We invite you to give as you are moved, as your
offering supports our shared mission supporting this church to bring hope to the world
around us. Let us now receive our Sunday morning offering with joyful hearts.
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OFFERTORY
Hosanna in the Highest Craig Courtney
Sr. Choir
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Most Holy One, in the brilliance of this Easter morning, we present these gifts
to You. We acknowledge that all we have, our time, our resources, and our very
breath is a gift of Your grace. Bless these offerings, that they may become
seeds of hope in our community. As the earth wakes to new life, awaken our
hearts to live generously and love boldly. In the spirit of the Risen Christ, we
pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

John 20:1-18

*SERMON Empty Spaces, Sacred Places
Pty ~p

PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH
Moment @(Silence
Pastoral Prayer

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Prayer over the Elements
Serving of the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are we Lord for filling us with Your presence, a flame of love that
warms our hearts and renews our spirits. May this holy meal flow through us
into the world. Make us beacons of light radiating Your compassion and grace
lifting praise to Your Holy Name.This we pray nourished by Your love. Amen

*HYMN Thine Is the G]ory Pilgrim (Red) #193

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen Up From the Cross He Arose Robert Lowry
Sr. Choir

*POSTLUDE Grand Choeur Theodore Dubois

The Worship is ended ~QOur Service Now Begins



