WELCOME ~ APRIL 26, 2026

We're glad you've joined us for worship today.

Please know that whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
If you're visiting, we invite you to fill out a visitor’s card, to help us better connect with you.
The Nursery is open on the lower level each Sunday for children under 3. The room is staffed
on the 1st Sunday of the month for parents to drop off children in a safe and loving environment.

Looking for more information about the church? Please feel free to contact the church office.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Church

y@f)/ou are visiting with us today, may you discover a friendly church, a safe haven where you will
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: Today we welcome new member ~

. doubts, ask questions, and grow in your faith. May The First Congregational Church, Canton
Rev. Dr. Keith Alderman :

Center, help you find God’s compassion, healing, reconciliation, justice, and joy in our worship

service, and where you are given the opportunity to put your faith into action through effective
outreach ministries. We hope to get to know you as a new friend. No matter who you are or where
gyou are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.

Spotlight on Holy Joe’s Café ~ April Missions: Look for the specially labeled Holy Joe’s collection '

cups throughout April. They will be on the small table at the front of the sanctuary. Please be CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY, May 17, 2026
generous to support our troops.

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING: First Congregational Church, Canton Center

Youth Group ~ This Wednesday: 5th - 8th graders - invite your friends! Wednesday, April 29th from after the 10 am service or on
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.

subsequent Sundays until quorum is obtained.

Yard Goats Game ~ Sunday, May 31st: Wider Church has purchased 30 tickets to see the Yard AGENDA
Goats game on Sunday, May 31st. It's a 1:10pm game vs the Altoona Curve, and kids get to run the
bases after it's over! We will be subsidizing 33% of the ticket price to make it a very affordable. $12 for
all ages. Tickets will go on sale during coffee hours starting May 3. We hope you can join us!

1. Discussion and subsequent congregational vote to do the due diligence of Compiling

engineering, realtor, tax and legal components of options to sell the parsonage.

2. Any other business proper to come before said meeting.

Save The Date ~ Strawberry Festival: Father’s Day - Sunday, June 21st from 3 to 7 pm. Please

watch for sign ups. Respectfully Submitted ~ Bev Sealand, Clerk
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER

MINISTER

I'd like to invite the following person to come forward:

AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE

Beloved, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we welcome you into this household of faith.
You are no longer a stranger or a sojourner but are an equal citizen with the saints and
members of this household of faith, all of us together serving the great head of the church,
Christ Jesus our Lord. You have confessed your faith in Jesus Christ by your participation
in His work here in this church. Now, with this formal service, you will join us in full
communion, holding all of the privileges and responsibilities that accompany such a step of
faith.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATE

By your baptism you were made one with us in the Body of Christ, the church. Today we
rejoice in the pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and place. We give
thanks for every community of faith that has been your spiritual home, and we celebrate
your presence in this household of faith.

Do you profess Jesus as the center of your faith?
If so, please respond, I do.

Will you be faithful to this church community?
If so, please respond, I will be faithful to this church community.

Will you challenge this community to be the best version of itself?
If so, please respond, I will lovingly challenge this church community to be the best
version of itself.

Acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord, do you promise to fulfill the duties of membership in
this local church, joining us regularly in worship, engaging with us in Christian service,
participating with us in Christian fellowship, and giving of your heart and resources to
further the work of the Gospel?

If so, please respond, I will, with God's help.

DEACON
To the members of the First Congregational Church, Canton Center:

Do you welcome this fellow traveler in the life of this church, accepting him as a full
member, extending your friendship, prayers, and support to him as one of your own?

If so, please respond, I do.

We welcome you with joy! We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the
hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we
continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen
Savior. (Let the congregation acknowledge their assent and welcome by participating in a
round of applause)

OWNING THE COVENANT (DEACON)

In the presence of God and these witnesses, let us then read together our church covenant
found on the inside cover of the Blue Chalice Hymnal.

TO THE CANDIDATE (DEACON)

Do you accept this covenant as your own, binding yourself to us as a family of faith in
service to God?

If so, please respond, I do.

PRAYER

Almighty and everlasting God, may Your hand ever be over this, Your servant, Keith
Alderman, who has made this commitment to membership here today. May Your Holy Spirit
always be with them, and with all of us. Lead us all, together, in the knowledge and
obedience of Your Word that we may continue to serve You in this life and dwell with You
in the life to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE (DEACON)

In the name of Jesus Christ, we extend a hearty welcome to you. You are now a full member
of this church. May we, together, grow in our love of, faith in and understanding of our God,
made known in our Lord Jesus Christ.

EXTENDING THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP

We extend the right hand of fellowship to you and offer you the Certificate of Church
Membership.



