THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

April 26,2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Easter

In Person & Live Streamed

Sermon: A Portrait qf Integrity

.

Moral authority comes ﬁom fo]]owing universal and timeless principles like honesty,

integrity, treating peop]e with respect. NStephen Covey

Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. ~Philippians 4:8

Whoever walks in integrity walks securely... ~ Proverbs 10:9
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https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/stephen-covey-quotes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A8&version=ESV

~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigr announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those Wishing to make an announcement are

asked to be in thefront pews at the start cfthe announcement period.

PRELUDE Now & Forevermore Mary McDonald

CALLTO WORSHIP (Inspired by the poem “Ode to Integrity” by Jason Levine)

God calls us to walk in integrity, to stand firm in truth and love.
Make our hearts strong, O God,
like a fortress that does not sway.

When days feel dark or heavy, God’s light still shines.
Help us see beauty in the midst of struggle
and hope in the midst of hardship.

God invites us not to conform blindly,

but to seek wisdom and discernment.
Give us courage to ask honest questions
and to follow Your truth with open minds.

Christ teaches us to defend the vulnerable and to act with compassion.
Make us people who fight for what is right,
not for reward, but because love compels us.

Many voices reveal Your truth, Omnipotent God; spoken, written, quiet, or poetic.
We honor every voice You have created and every gift You have
placed among us. Shape us into people of integrity, steady in faith,
radiant with hope, and courageous in love.

*HYMN For All the Saints Chalice (Blue) H637

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Holy God, You are our refuge and our strength, a fortress within our hearts
that keeps us steady when the winds blow. Gather us now into Your presence.
As we worship, shape us into people who stand firm in truth, who seek



beauty even in hardship, who question with wisdom, and who act with
courage for the sake of others. May we learn from one another and reflect
Your love more fully. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION
(The youth are excused for Church school)

BLESSING OFTHE PRAYER SQUARES
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (insert)

OFFERING

Through our offering, we participate in God’s work of compassion, justice, and hope. We
support our church empowering this congregation in reaching out to ministries that lift up
the vulnerable, celebrate the gifts of every person, and shine light into places of need. Our
offering is an act of integrity, a way of aligning our hearts with God’s heart and our actions
with God’s mission. Let us receive our offering with gratitude, generosity, and joy.
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OFFERTORY
Shelter Me Michael Joncas (written during the pandemic)
Senior Choir



*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous and loving God, we offer these gifts to You, trusting You will use
them to bring light where there is darkness, hope where there is struggle, and
justice where there is need. May these offerings strengthen our church,
support our community, and honor the dignity of every person You have
created. In Jesus' name, Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 15

SERMON A Portrait of Integrity

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified Chalice (Blue) #7

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
He Lives Alfred H. Ackley
Senior Choir

*POSTLUDE Festival Alleluia Allan Pote

Worship is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins



