
     THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
CANTON CENTER, CT 

 

April 19, 2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.  
 

Third Sunday of Easter 

In Person & Live Streamed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May we have communion with God in the secret of our hearts,  

and find Him to be to us as a little sanctuary. 

~Charles Spurgeon, Baptist Pastor 
 

A place of solitude offers a retreat from the opposing forces and diverse demands  

of living, an entry into a state of peace and unity. Mind and body can retire from  

confusion and conflict to a sanctuary of clarity and harmony. 

~Anthony Lawlor 
 

God tells us to make a sanctuary of our thoughts in which He can dwell. 

~Aiden Wilson Tozer 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 
 

CHIMES                               Karen Needham      
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  
    
 

PRELUDE                  In Remembrance               Ragan Courtney, Buryl Red, & Bill Ingram  
  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
The world outside is a chorus of demands that never rests.   
May this sanctuary provide a holy hush where God is heard in quiet and stillness.  

We have spent our week navigating the loud noise of a restless world.   
We come now to the still waters, seeking the solitude that only God 
provides. 

Beyond the noise of the world, there is a Voice that calls us by name.   
Leave the loudness outside to stand in the stillness of His presence. 

We come here to find the sanctuary of quiet peace. 
Breathe in, silence your mind, settle your heart, and feel your body and soul be 
rejuvenated by God. 

 Let us be still, and know that God is here. 
 
 
*HYMN                    All Creatures of Our God and King                          Pilgrim (Red) #64 
       
 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Holy Spirit, we’re leaving the loudness of the world at the door today. We’ve 
been running on high all week, and our tanks are starting to hit empty. Strip 
away the distractions. Filter out the noise. We’re here to find the 'hush' we 
can’t find anywhere else.  Right now, we’re drawing a line at the door of this 
sanctuary. Everything we’re worried about, everything we haven’t finished, 
and every demand on our time stays on the other side of that line. This is our 
ground for solitude. This is our time to recharge. Don't let our minds  



wander back to the 'loudness' we just left. Anchor us here in this moment.  
Settle our pulse. Rejuvenate our souls. Remind us that You are God, and we  
are not, and we are so grateful for that.  Remind us that it’s okay to just be still 
in Your presence. Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 
 
 

 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
                                                                                                         

 
(The youth are excused for Church school) 

 

 
OFFERING  
Just as we open our hearts to God in prayer, we open our hands in giving. As we prepare to 
give, hold this thought: Generosity is another form of stillness. It is the quiet trust that God 
will use our offering for healing, hope, and transformation. May our offering today be an 
act of gratitude, a gesture of trust, and a seed of peace in our community. Let us now 
receive our Sunday morning offering. 
     

  OFFERTORY  
                                      Shall We Gather at the River                                       arr. John Carter 
       Senior Choir 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   



 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, in a world that pulls us in a thousand directions, You invite us into 
stillness, into quiet, into the gentle awareness of Your presence.  We offer these 
gifts, as well as our attention, our gratitude and our willingness to slow down 
and simply be present. Bless these offerings, that they may offer a sanctuary 
for those who are weary, places of peace for those who are overwhelmed, and 
moments of holy quiet for those who long to hear Your whisper. In Jesus name, 
Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE 

  
1 Kings 19:11-13 

Mark 1:32-35 

 

 
SERMON                                 The Sacred Gift of Stillness               

 
PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH                                                                                        

Moment of Silence 
 Pastoral Prayer 

 
 
 

 

*HYMN                                Be Still, My Soul                     Pilgrim (Red) #77         
                       
 

*BENEDICTION  
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Amen 
             Sevenfold Amen                                                   
                                             Senior Choir 

                             
*POSTLUDE                               To God Be the Glory             Wm Doane arr. Robert Hughes 

 
Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


