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Today we welcome our guest minister, Mike Ryan 

A Master of Divinity student at Yale 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 
 

 
CHIMES                               Karen Needham      
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  
    
 

 
PRELUDE                  Draw Us to You                                                 arr. Michael Burkhardt  
  
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
We come together with the weight of our bodies and the heat of our breath. 
         We gather in this room, on these pews, held up by the same floor.                                 
Our lives are not just thoughts or feelings; they are lived in the grip of our hands and the 
stride of our feet. 
       We bring the grit of the world with us—the dirt under our nails and the           
          ache in our bones.   
We seek a God who is not distant or untouchable.  
         We seek the One who entered our material world and shared our             
 physical burdens. 
 Let us worship with our whole selves, present and grounded in this shared space. 
 Let us find God in the wood, the bread, and the hands of our 
 neighbors.  
 
 
*HYMN                    Shall We Gather at the River                                Chalice (Blue) #701 
   
 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
God of the actual and the tangible, we’ve spent our week in transit, in 
digital voids, and in the rush of things that don't always  



feel real. But now, we’re here. We’re sitting on these benches, feet on the floor, 
breathing the same air.  It’s a relief to be somewhere that pushes back. Like 
Thomas, we aren't really looking for a philosophy or a clever idea today; 
we’re looking for a person we can reach out and touch.  We're looking for a 
truth that has weight to it.  Ground us in this moment. Help us notice the 
grain of the wood, the slant of the light, and the very real presence of the 
person sitting next to us. Make yourself known in the reality of this room, 
and let us feel the solidarity of being together in the flesh.   Amen.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 
 
 

 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
                                                                                                         

(The youth are excused for Church school) 
 

 
 
OFFERING      

  OFFERTORY  
                                                             The Whisper                                Boersma/Courtney 
        
 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   



 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, take these gifts and make them heavy with meaning. I ask that this 
money becomes something someone can actually hold onto—a warm meal, a 
sturdy roof, or a hand to grasp when the way gets dark. Don’t let our 
generosity stay in the realm of "good thoughts." Instead, let it hit the ground. 
Use what we give to build a world that is more solid, more just, and more 
kind. Amen. 

 
READING FROM SCRIPTURE 

  
John 20:19-28 

 
 

SERMON                               Solid Ground:  Faith You Can Touch 
 
 

PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH                                                                                        
Moment of Silence 
 Pastoral Prayer 

 
 
 

 
*HYMN                                Marching to Zion                       Chalice (Blue) #707 
        
 

*BENEDICTION  
 
 

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Amen  
     

                             
*POSTLUDE                             Fantasia in Bb                                                   Georg Handel 

 

 
 

Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


