THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

Service of Communion and Tenebrae
April 2,2026 ~ 7:30 p.m.

MAUNDY

THURSDAY

Serve one another humbly in love. ~ Galatians 5:13

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,

just as in Christ God forgave you. ~ Ephesians 4:32

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.
~ Galatians 6
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~ ORDER OFWORSHIP ~

PRELUDE In Pilate’s Hall Mary Kay Beall & John Carter
WELCOME

CALLTO WORSHIP

On this night, we gather to remember the Lord's command to love and serve.
We come to be fed by the One who gives His life for the world.
The hour has come; the table is set for all who hunger and thirst for truth and love.
We watch and we pray, entering into the mystery of our salvation.
Come, let us walk the way of the Cross with our Savior.
Let us worship the Lord of Love.

HYMN O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

O sacred head now wounded with grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns thine only crown,
How pale Thou art with anguish with sore abuse and scorn!

How does that visage ]angujsh which once was brigbt as morn!

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners' gain;
Oh mine was the transgression but thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I_fb]], my Savior 'Tis I deserve thy place;
Look on me with thy favor vouch safe to me thy grace.

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend;
For this, thy dying sorrow thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever and should I fainting be,

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee!

*GATHERING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

God of Infinite Mercy, we enter this night knowing the road ahead leads to
the Cross. In these moments of prayer, scripture, and song, sustain us for the
journey. We come seeking the grace of the Upper Room, where the
mundane became sacred. Wash our hearts of the day’ distractions and draw
us into the intimacy of Your presence. May our worship be a true reflection
of our love to serve and the sacrifice that gives all. Amen.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
John 13:1-17

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

{Intinction}
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ANTHEM
Golgatha Michael Larkin

Senior Choir & Flute Cindy Webb

THE SERVICE OFTENEBRAE

Matthew 26:17-30
First candle is extinguished

Matthew 26:31-46
Second candle is extinguished

Matthew 26:47-68
Third candle is extinguished

Matthew 26:69-75, 27:1-10
Fourth candle is extinguished

Matthew 27:11-23
Fifth candle is extinguished

Matthew 27:24-44
Sixth candle is extinguished



Matthew 27:45-50
Seventh candle is extinguished
(Christ candle is extinguished)
Matthew 27:51-54 Christ candle is relit

Hymn (First verse: Congregation; Second verse: Choir; Third verse: Jim Todd, solo)

Were You There?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

DEPART IN SILENCE

Deacons
Cora Mutch, Phil Doyle, Beth Lingenheld, Paul Stansel, Vicki Rees, Dan LeGeyt




