THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

March 15,2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Lent

In Person & Live Streamed

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with JOY ~ Psalm 126: 3

Today we welcome our guest Pastor, Christopher Fatherley
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigr announcementsfrom the congregation are welcome. Those Wisbing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE He Never Said a Mumbalin'Word Trad. Spiritual Arr. John Carter

CALLTO WORSHIP
Good morning, friends!
Good morning!
God of all comfort and compassion, we gather in Spirit this morning not because we are
always ready, but because you are.
And your readiness is enough for us each.
We are gratetful i)eople. Grateful for this room, this community, on this day.
(%ratefu for a love that meets us exactly where we are.
A love that does not wait for us to be worthy.
That is already running toward us before we take the first step.
We confess that the road is sometimes too great for us. That we grow weary. That we lose
our way.
hat we forget, in the middle of the wilderness, that bread has already
been placed beside us.
Guide us this morning. Open our eyes to the grace that surrounds us.
The hope that holds us.The joy a%ready present beneath everything we
carry.
Send us out from this place not as people who have all the answers.
{Sut as people who have been loved, and who know how to pass that
ove on.
We ask this in the name of the One who made us, who calls us, and who meets us at His
Kingdom's table.
Amen.

*HYMN Great is Thy Faitfypu]ness Chalice (Blue) H#86

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, we quiet ourselves now in your presence.

Not to perform our faith, but to revel in it. What a gift it is to be here. To be
known by you.To be embraced by you. To belong to something this ancient,



this faithful, this alive! In this season of turning, move us gently toward your
light. Not by our own effort, but by the grace that has always been closer to
us than our own breath. Make us examples of your compassion in a world
comforted by you. Fill us with a faithful joy, a hopeful love wide enough for
everyone seeking compassion, known and unknown.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

BEFORE SITTING, PLEASE GREET YOUR PEW NEIGHBORS

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING

Friends, in a moment our deacons will receive this morning's offering. What we give is not
payment. It is participation. In the grace that has already been given to us, and in the work
of love that continues through this community. All gifts are gratefully received.
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‘ ‘ ‘ OFFERTORY

Remember Me Deborah Govenor
Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, we return to you what was always yours.These gifts, these
resources, this time, offered now in gratitude and trust. We do not always see
the harvest. But we have learned, in this place, that faithful planting is its own
act of worship.That seeds sown in love are never wasted in your hands.

Use what we bring this morning to comfort the weary, to welcome the
stranger, to carry your light into every corner that needs it. May our giving be
an extension of the joy we have found here, and a reflection of the love that
found us first. In Christ's name. Amen

READING FROM SCRIPTURE
The LORD has done great thingsfor us, and we areﬁ]led with JOY ~ Psalm 126: 3
Psalm 126:1-6
Isaiah 40:1-5
2 Corinthians 1:1-9

SERMON Ho])/, Ho])/. Something Good Is Coming

PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH

Let us pray. God of already but not yet, we serve as disciples in places where your light has
not yet broken through. For the ones whose hearts are heavy on this day, surround them
with your grace. Let them feel the warmth of your presence. And make us worthy of
sharing your grace into the world as we find it this morning. Amen.

Moment of Silence

*HYMN ComeYe Faithful, Raise the Strain Chalice (Blue) #215

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
Teach Us in Every State Floyd Werle
Senior Choir

{P]ease remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response conc]udes}

*POSTLUDE The Old Irish Blessing Denis Agay

Worsbip is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins



