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Message from the pastor…   
 

 

As I write this, the wind outside is whipping and bending but not breaking the trees. We are revisiting the 
winters of my youth: snow encasing our homes like a wintertime cocoon, white mountains lining the 
roads, and a chill that bites deeper than many would like. I hear it daily on the radio and from friends: 
"When will we finally feel the warmth of spring?" 
 
Our season of Lent falls early this year, arriving while the sting of winter still lingers. Yet, there is a beau-
tiful mystery at work. Just as the thermometer begins its slow, 'hesitating' rise, our Lenten journey reminds 
us that the Warm Light of the Cross is getting ever brighter. 
 
As Jenn and I walk the Colebrook landscape, soaking in the cool air, we find a haven of mental and spir-
itual respite. Thomas Merton once wrote:  Our life is a faint tracing on the surface of mystery... The gate 
of Lent opens into a garden. That garden is hidden beneath the snow, but it is there. If I can provide an 
"RX for Cabin Fever," it is this:   Whether you are on the ski slopes, the walking trails, or simply taking a 
gentle stride to the mailbox, look at the trees. They may be coated with a blanket of snow appearing life-
less yet by nature's design, their roots are growing deeper to embrace the newness of greenery as Easter 
promises us Christ's rise to life.  Let your mind focus on this "self-reflection season" as a time of internal 
thawing and growth. 
 
Let me share this wonderful poem by Robert Frost, as a reminder to find God in the "here and now."  May 
it be a Lenten prayer that warms your heart even as the cold of winter lingers awhile longer, mesmerized 
by the hope and promise of Easter. 

A Prayer in Spring 
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 

And give us not to think so far away 
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
All simply in the springing of the year. 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

And make us happy in the darting bird 
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 
And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 
For this is love and nothing else is love, 
The which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what far ends He will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfill. 

 
On your personal Lenten journey, may your spirit find rest in the certain hope of the Cross just as the earth 
readies itself for the garden waiting beneath the snow. 
 
In Christ's love, 
 

Pastor Kurt 
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March 1         Second Sunday in Lent     
                             Communion  
 
March 8          Third Sunday in Lent 
 
March 15        Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
March 22        Fifth Sunday in Lent 
     
March 29        Palm Sunday          
             

 
 

 

“In the bleak mid-winter,  Frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a 
stone; Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  Snow on snow, In the bleak mid-winter, Long 
ago.”  The opening lines of this 19th century poem (and later a beloved hymn) by the 
English poet Christina Rossetti sums up what many of us have been experiencing this hard 
winter in Connecticut.  And yet the message of the poem is one of hope and spiritual warmth 
as the desolation of winter is contrasted with the life-affirming arrival of Jesus, signaling a 
shift from cold to comfort. 

 

Check the online Church calendar and you’ll see a number of activities in March guaranteed 
to warm you physically and spiritually, culminating with our Palm Sunday celebration on 
March 29th.  We hope you can shake off the winter and join us for many of these events.     

 

Deacons’ Bench 
Paul Stansel 

 

DID YOU KNOW…. We send out  “WEEKLY EMAIL REMINDERS” 

 
If you would like to receive weekly emails about our upcoming Sunday Worship  

and reminders of events and happenings for the week ahead, please email the church office 
at office@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 860-693-4581. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christina_Rossetti
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Music Notes    
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

So far this year the weather has been quite challenging, so much more so than I can ever remember in the years I 
have been here. I don't blame people who prefer to stay home when it's snowing because there are some crazy 
drivers who have no idea how to drive in snow.  And not only has there been snowy day after snowy day but the 
below zero temps, lasting for many days, were also quite challenging.  Will my car start?  Will the electricity go 
out?  Will the pipes freeze?   Those and many other concerns.  I appreciate the loyalty of the choir members who 
braved the elements on many Sundays.  Sometimes when the choir was 6 or 7 members, some parishioners 
would tell me that they sounded like twenty.  Thank you for that. 
      
The Sr. Choir and guest singers along with an ensemble are gearing up for the traditional Palm Sunday cantata. 
It will consist of 7 beautiful songs, including 2 solos, 2 solos with choir and 3 songs with choir.  We have two 
guitarists, a flute, piano, and some percussion added in. All of the music is compelling and will lead us right into 
Holy Week. In the next few weeks, in addition to my regular schedule, I will be orchestrating some of the pieces 
for flute and percussion.     
     
 In the next week or so the bell choir will be playing "In the Bleak Midwinter" and it is certainly one of 
those.   They may play on Palm Sunday.  I also have been making plans for the ringers to perform at the Valerie 
Manor Rest Home in Torrington.  They have a beautiful and big enough area for us to set up the bells, I believe 
in a straight line, and also a beautiful baby grand piano in case I need to play something along with the 
bells.  The residents seem to look forward to being entertained for the most part.  
 
Special thanks to Jerry Alonzy who ordered the music "We Are the World" for this past Sunday 
Special thanks to Karen for her great job on the chimes. 
       
Stay warm everyone and always look forward to coming to church because you never know what might await 
you.  People here are very friendly, including the Rev and there's always lots going on, something that would fit 
everyone's need such as the cake auction and chili cook off to name just a few.   The Italian dinner was great.   
 

 

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING  
 

of the First Congregational Church, Canton Center, Connecticut, on Sunday, March 15, 2026  
after the 10:00 a.m. service, OR on subsequent Sundays after the service until a quorum is obtained. 

 
      
AGENDA: 
1.   Call to order and opening prayer. 
2.   Reading of the call to the meeting. 
3.   Presentation of the Minutes from the previous meeting(s). 
4.   Receiving and accepting of the reports of the church officers, committee chairpersons, and staff. 
5. Update from Church Council regarding Pastor Kurt's standing.  
6. Presentation, discussion and vote on bylaws amendment #16 - Article 5, Section E - to now read:  
       Reception to membership shall follow approval by the Pastor and Diaconate.  
7.    Any other business proper to come before the meeting.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,     
Bev Sealand, Clerk 
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Wider Church Fellowship  
Upcoming Events 

 

Our annual chili cook-off will be 
Saturday, March 7th starting at 2pm.   
 
We’ll have plenty of fellowship time as 
we play games, cards or work on puzzles.  
Hopefully this year, we will have enough 
snow for sledding behind the church. Of 
course, the sampling, voting and eating 
of the chili is the highlight.  We’ll also 
have plenty of sides and fixings.  Bring 
your best recipe – and your family and 
friends! 
 
At the end of the month, March 29th, 
we’ll have our annual Palm Sunday 
potluck right after church.   
 
This is always a lovely way to get 
together as we enter Holy Week.  Be on 
the lookout for sign-ups on the kitchen 
door. We hope everyone will join us! 
 

We’d love to hear your ideas for other 

events throughout the year! Have a chat 

with Casey, Geri, Linda or Craig if you 

have thoughts you’d like to share. 

Visit our 
website  

using our  
QR Code 
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY Director of Faith Formation 

Dear Canton Center Church Family, 
 
As we turn the calendar to March, we may still feel the chill of winter winds and see snow outside our windows. 
Yet signs of spring are beginning to make their appearance with longer days, bird activities, and the subtle 
promise of new beginnings. In this season of anticipation, we are reminded of the hope and renewal that spring 
brings to our hearts and our community. 
 
Looking ahead, it is the perfect time to explore summer camp opportunities for your children and youth at Silver 
Lake Conference Center. SilverLakeCT.org offers a wide variety of sessions designed for all ages and interests, 
from adventure, arts to music. I encourage families to visit the website and consider attending the Open House 
event on May 16th (11am-3pm) it is a great chance to meet camp staff, tour the grounds, and get a feel for the 
exciting experiences awaiting this summer. 
 
The Christian Education Committee and I are always looking for creative ways to connect congregation with the 
youth. We invite you to consider playing hooky for one Sunday (shh we will not tell Pastor Kurt) and spend a 
Sunday visiting Church School and share with the youth why you love Canton Center Church. We would also 
love to hear your faith stories, hobbies, or talents. Whether you have a special skill, a favorite Bible story, or 
simply words of encouragement, your involvement can make a meaningful impact on our children’s faith 
journeys. Please reach out to Jody Swan or a member of Christian Education Committee to discuss. 
 
On Sunday, March 15th, during Church School, Karen Needham and I will be making Lenten Pretzels. We hope 
your son/daughter can join us for this meaningful tradition at Canton Center Church. 
 The next Youth Group meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 25th—don’t miss this chance for fun, 
fellowship, and faith-building activities! 
 
Looking a little further ahead, mark your calendars for a special community outreach event on Saturday, April 
4th 10:00-12:30 in Parish Hall. We will celebrate the Easter season with egg decorating, crafts, refreshments, and 
a beautiful Easter Arch for family photos. This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and making memories, 
so please invite friends and neighbors!  
 
As we journey through this transitional time together, we may find joy in community and the promise of new 

growth. Thank you for all the ways you support our church family. Please help us spread the word about these 

upcoming events, and we look forward to seeing you soon!                                                                       

Blessings, Jody Swan 



Italian Buffet 



Italian Buffet  

Chicken Parmesan, Sausage & Peppers, 
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Roasted Vegeta-
bles, Vegetarian Dishes, Salad, Dessert, 

Homemade Italian Bread 
 

Adults $17, Kids 7-12 $8,  
Kids under 7 are Free! 

Prayer Shawl & Square 

Blessing 
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES 
 

Shop Scrip and Help Families in Need! 
 
As many of you know, the Scrip Program is an easy way to raise money for our church 
through the purchase of gift cards.  The majority of cards sold weekly are not used for gifts 
at all, but for grocery stores, big box stores and the essential coffee run.  Why not buy a gift 
card to pay for things you need anyway instead of using your credit card? 
 
For the month of March, the Missions committee will be collecting Target and Walmart gift 
cards for Wellmore for their Easter collection.  If you purchase the  
cards through Scrip, you can help our church while also helping these families in need.  It’s 
a win-win!  The most requested denominations are $25’s and $10’s, so they can be 
dispersed among their clients.  I’ll be selling / collecting the cards during coffee hour 
throughout the month and they will be delivered in time for families to shop for Easter.   
 
If you are not in church, but still want to help out, just email, call or text me to place your 
order (c.levine@comcast.net or 860-371-1016). 
 
Thanks for your support! 
 
Casey 

 
 

                                          

Missions Box: Our March collection is gift cards to help the clients of Wellmore provide 

Easter for their families.  Gift Cards can be given to Casey or purchased at the Scrip table. 

 

We will also continue to collect cleaning supplies and coffee for the Canton Food Bank.  

Thank you to those who have donated already.  These are much needed and much            

appreciated items. 

 

 

 

Speaker: Spotlight on   

COVENANT TO CARE and WELLMORE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 

Catherine Haugh, who is an Adopt A Social Worker Coordinator with Covenant to Care, 

is scheduled to be our Missions Moment speaker on Sunday, March 8th along with our 

team from Wellmore Behavioral Health.  Covenant to Care’s Adopt a Social Worker       

program helps community or faith-based   organizations partner with a particular social 

worker or agency.  This partnership has the understanding of us providing, as best as       

possible, for the necessary and special items that are needed by the children, who are often 

abused,      neglected or at-risk, in a social worker’s caseload. This partnership augments the 

provisions of the State, often assuring greater stability in a child’s life.    

Missions & Outreach ~ Martha Stansel, Chair 

mailto:c.levine@comcast.net
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Missions & Outreach ~ Continued 

    COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

FCCCC has had a relationship with Covenant to Care for over a decade and it is through them that we 

have been partnered with Wellmore Behavioral Health for so many years.  Wellmore is headquar-

tered in Waterbury with our team, see below, based in their Torrington office and Allyson as our    

designated contact. 

Director CSF: Marlyn Vazquez 

Program Coordinator: Damian Parker 

Supervisor: Nicole Iadevaia 

CSF Worker: Allyson Dellaquilla 

Bilingual CSF Worker: Kevin Gomez 

CSF Parent Navigator: Cassandra Ruby 
 

Wellmore provides mental health services to both children and adults in many capacities:  home-

based, mobile crisis and outpatient.  They have many programs:  Early Childhood Consultation,    

Parents as Teachers, Care Coordination, Community Support for Families, Fatherhood Engagement 

Services and Intimate Partner Violence-Family Assessment Intervention Response.   
 

Over the years, aside from toiletries and food, we have continually been able to help Wellmore every 

summer with school supplies and every Easter and Christmas, either with Easter baskets or actual 

Christmas presents in the beginning and in recent years with gift cards.  The gift cards allow        

Wellmore to teach the families how to shop smart.  And they also allow the families to feel good in 

being able to purchase specific items for their children such as clothing or toys.   
 

During the service on the 8th we will sign an official Covenant to show our continued support of    

Allyson and Marlyn. 
 

Cake Auction: This year’s cake auction will be held after church on March 22nd. The theme is 

spring, Easter, or anything else you want. If you’ve been to the auction before, you know our          

professional auctioneer, Paul Stansel, keeps things lively. 
 

All cakes should be delivered to the Fellowship Hall before church so they can be labeled and        

displayed.  During church, cakes will be judged in a variety of just for fun categories. 
 

After church you can grab coffee and a snack, have a seat, and be ready to bid on your favorite cake.  

If you’ve attended in the past, you know we have many amazing cakes donated. Anyone can make a 

cake to be auctioned, so feel free to invite your friends and family to bake as well as to come and bid.  

And even if you don’t win a cake, we promise you will have fun. 
 

All proceeds from this event benefit the Missions and Outreach Committee’s Off-budget Fund. This 

fund supports missions such as making meals and sandwiches for Brian’s Angels, providing specific 

requests from Hands of Grace and the Canton Food Bank, supporting the Matsiko Choir host families, 

and paying for Christian Education’s sponsorship of a child through Matsiko. 
 

Reminders: The knitting ministry is busy creating prayer shawls and prayer squares. If you are      

interested in participating, please contact Rebecca Glinsman for information about meetings, yarn 

supplies, etc. 
 

God’s Creatures Great and Small are waiting in a basket on a table in the back of the sanctuary.  The 

creatures would really like to find homes with people who need some cheering up, comfort, encour-

agement, congratulations, or just a reminder that they are special. It’s up to you, the Congregation, to 

take the Creatures where they are needed. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all. 

 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 

  IN THE EVENT OF  
INCLEMENT  
WEATHER 

 
    Please tune to: 

 
    WFSB Channel 3  

  or   
NBC CT  

   News Channels 
     
 
  

 EASTER FLOWERS -  It’s time to order plants for our Easter Sunday service.           
Lilies $14 & Tulips $8.  Please take your plants after the Easter service to enjoy at home.        

  
 Orders for plants will be accepted through Friday, March 27th.   

 Forms will be available in the Easter Basket at the back of the church. 

 

 

      Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

         # of LILY plants ordered    _____________     x  $ 14.00   =    ____________ 
   
  # of TULIP plants ordered   _____________     x  $   8.00   =     ____________ 
 
               

 In Loving Memory of:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In Honor of:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In Celebration of:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please write checks to: FCCCC  with Memo: Easter Flowers and return by: Friday, March 27th. 

Please be sure to follow us on  
Facebook and Instagram.   

 
Our Instagram handle is firstcongchurchcantoncenter 

 
We are going to be posting regularly about upcoming 

events, reminders and pictures of  
all of the different activities happening on  

Facebook, Instagram and our website on the  
Special Events & News page.   

 

We will also be updating our church calendar  
on our website regularly. 
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      March 2026    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

1  
Sr. Choir 9 am 

 
 Worship & 

Communion  
10:00 am 

  
 

2 
 

Sr. Choir 4:30 pm  
 
 
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

4  

 
Deacons 

Meeting 

7 pm 

  

5    

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

Cub Scouts 

6:30 pm  

6 

Knitting        

Ministry  

9 am 

7 

Chili Cook-Off 

2 pm - 6 pm 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

8 
Sr. Choir 9 am 

 

Worship   

10:00 am 
 
 

 
 

 

9 
 

Sr. Choir 4:30 pm  
 

Trustee Mtg 7pm 
 
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

11 

 

Council Mtg 

7 pm 

  

12 

   

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

 
 

13 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

15    Sr. Choir 9 am 
 

Worship 10:00 am 
Annual Meeting  

after Service 
 

Canton HS 6-8 pm 

16 

 

Sr. Choir 4:30 pm 

 

 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

17 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

18 

 

 19 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

 

20 

Knitting           
Ministry         

9 am 

21 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

22  
Sr. Choir 9 am 

       
Worship 10:00 am 

   4th Sun Food Collection 
 
 

 
Cake Auction after Svc 

23 
 

 

Sr. Choir 4:30 

Guest Singers  

5 pm 
  

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

25 

Youth Group 

5:30 pm - 7 pm 
 

 

 

   

26 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 
 

  

27 

  

28 

.All Singers &  

Ensemble  

Practice 1 pm 

 

 

29     
Palm Sunday 

Worship 10: 00 am 
Cantata  

Potluck after Svc 
 

Canton HS 6-8 pm 

30 

 

 

 

 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

31 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

    



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Pastor 
860-693-4207 

Pastor Kurt Satherlie 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Office 
860-693-4581 

Christine Motasky 
Office Manager 

office@cantoncenterchurch.org 
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Organist/Director of Music: 

860-693-4216 
Mary Lou Keefe   

music@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Jody Swan 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
   


