THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT
February 18, 2026 ~ 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Service
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Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
Genesis 2:7

Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to His love,
and the future to His providence.
Saint Augustine
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~ Order of Worship ~

*All who are able, please stand. Bold denotes unison voice.

PRELUDE O Lord Most Holy Cesar Franck
WELCOME

CALLTO WORSHIP
Tonight is not about ways we can become faultless. It’s about being realistic.
We are here to lay down our burdens and our transgressions.
We acknowledge that we are human, limited, flawed, yet deeply loved by a forgiving,
grace-filled God.
We seek a clean heart and a new start.
Let’s walk this road of Lent together, starting now, following the way of Jesus.

ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER

God of the Lenten journey, we are often better at hiding our messes than
cleaning them up.Today, we stop running. We admit we get tired, we get lost,
and we get it wrong. In the quiet of this sanctuary, remind us that Your grace
is bigger than our failures. Use this season to reshape us into people who love
more like You do.We’re ready to listen. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The journey of Lent is a journey of grace. As we walk with Christ toward the cross, we are
reminded of His boundless love and forgiveness. Therefore, let us embrace this season

with open, grateful hearts, knowing that God walks with us every step of the way. Thanks
be to God!

*HYMN Come Unto Me,YeWeary Pilgrim (Red) #315



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

R

Joel 2:1,12-13
Hebrews 4:12-16

ASHWEDNESDAY MESSAGE

THE BLESSING OFTHE ASHES

Dear Lord, let these ashes be a physical reminder of our need for You. As we receive this
mark, may it not be a sign of shame, but a symbol of our desire to change. Bless these
ashes as an entryway to a deeper faith and a more honest life. In the name of Jesus, we
pray. Amen

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

All are invited to come forward to receive ashes on their forebeads or hands. Please jbrm a line in the

center isle and return to your pews b)/ the side isles.
*HYMN Just as I Am,Without One Plea Chalice (Blue) #339

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE Remember Me Deborah Govenor
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