THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

March 1, 2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday in Lent

In Person & Live Streamed

For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respect

and enhances the freedom (yp others. ~Nelson Mandela

I looked up the road I was going and back the way I come, and since I wasn’t satisfied,
I decided to step off the road and cut me a new path. ~Maya Angelou

Where you see wrong or inequality or injustice, speak out, because this is your country.

This is your democracy. Make it. Protect it. Pass it on. NThurgood Marshall

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
www.cantoncenterchurch.org



~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

Ouryouth will start the service in Church School and retumfor Ho])/ Communion

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE Make Me a Channel (y‘Your Peace  Prayer of St. Francis Sebastian Temple

CALLTO WORSHIP
The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
(Ps. 19)
Even in the blizzard, surely in the whiteout, God is speaking.
He says to the snow, "Fall on the earth," and to our hearts, "Be still."
We come out of the cold and into His light.
We leave behind the blindness of the world to see the brilliance of His Kingdom.
Let us worship the God of the storm and the God of the thaw!

*HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing Chalice (Blue) #631

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Almighty God, who thunders wondrously with His voice, we gather today
while the world outside is still recovering from the storm. When our own
souls are in a 'whiteout', blinded by our own biases, frozen by our own
indifference, and unable to see the image of Jesus in the neighbor standing
right next to us, melt our frozen hearts. As we investigate our own hearts
this morning, may Your Holy Spirit lead us to uncover the motives we hide,
thaw the places that have grown cold, and guide us into the splendor of
Your righteousness. We ask this in the name of the One who endured the
winter of the Cross to bring us an eternal spring, Jesus Christ, Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer (sung) Chalice (blue), #307

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

OFFERING

The history we honored in February, the story of our Black brothers and sisters, is a story
of people who gave their faith, their labor, and their very lives to kindle a fire of justice in
our world. As we bring our offerings, we are investing in the 'fire' of this church,
supporting the ministries that feed the hungry, clothe the cold, and bring the light of the
Gospel into the whiteouts of our community. Let us now receive our Sunday morning
offering with hearts that are wide open and warm.

OFFERTORY
Bread for the World Bernadette Farrell
Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Loving Lord, bless these gifts and use them to accomplish all You would have
us do. May our gifts be turned into hope for the oppressed, and a light for
those lost in the storms of life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



SCRIPTURE
Job 37:5-12,14,22-23
1 John 2:9-11

SERMON TheWhiteout cftbe Soul

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Silent Meditation
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN One Bread, One Body Chalice (Blue) #393 (vs. 2)

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Reading by Deacon  Chalice (Blue) #394
Prayer over the Elements
Serving of the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank You, Lord for filling us with Your presence, a flame of love that warms

our hearts and renews our spirits. May this holy meal flow through us Into
the world. Make us beacons of light radiating Your compassion and grace

lifting praise to Your Holy Name. This we pray nourished by Your love. Amen

*HYMN Swing Low, Sweet Chariot Chalice (Blue) #643

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen

*POSTLUDE Chaconne in E Minor J.S. Bach

Worship is ended ~ QOur Service Now Begins



