THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

February 8, 2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

In Person & Live Streamed

The more the wind rages the more you feel that the anchor holds you.
~Rev. Charles Spurgeon
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE Jesu, Joy (fMan s Desiring J.S. Bach

CALLTO WORSHIP
Last week, we gathered to whisper our prayers in the quiet of this refuge.
Today, we gather to raise a shout that the world cannot ignore!
The "desert of hate" has no power here; we are planting seeds of hope to blossom in the
world.
We turn our resolve into a rhythm and our peace into a parade!
Our faith is too vibrant for four walls; it’s time to let the neighborhood hear our song.
We are not just carrying the light; we are becoming the light!
Let us praise the One who turns our mourning into dancing!

*HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past Pilgrim (Red) #1

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

God of the Morning and Lord of the Night, we thank You for the shift in the
sanctuary today! We praise You for being the Deep Well that refreshed us
when we were parched, and the Shelter that held us when the world was
loud. But today, Lord, we ask You to turn our quiet prayers into a rushing
spring. Lord Jesus, retune our hearts to the melody of grace. May this hour
be more than a ritual, let it be a rehearsal for the joy we are about to carry
into the streets. Fill our souls, ignite our hearts, and remind us that because
You are with us, the celebration never has to end. Amen.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING

In our sermon today, we will hear about moving from 'carrying' our faith to 'wearing' it,
taking the love, we find here and making it visible in the world. Our offering is one of the
most practical ways we do that. When we give, we are literally turning our 'resolve' into
'resources.' Let’s give not out of obligation, but as a joyful act of taking our faith to the
streets. We will now receive our Sunday morning offering.

Gy by G s OFFERTORY fmny Gny bma s

God So Loved theWorld words: John Stainer Arr. Benjamin Harland, taken from John 3:16-17

Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dear God, take these gifts and turn them into a 'shout of joy' for our
community. May these blessings become bread for the hungry, comfort for
the lonely, and a sanctuary for the seeking. Just as we move from the shelter
to the street, let these offerings move from this plate into the lives of our
neighbors. Multiply our reach and use us, and our resources, to show the
world that Your love is too big to stay inside. Amen



READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

Psalm 147:1-7
2 Corinthians 3:17-18; 4:1,6

SERMON The Radiant Ly‘é:Ajoy Louder Than the Noise
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Moment quilence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN ]oyfu], ]oyfu], We Adore Thee Pilgrim (Red) #8
*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
The Lord BeWithYou Charles Yanerella
Senior Choir

*POSTLUDE Sbeep May Scy‘é])/ Graze J.S. Bach

Worship is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins

DIDYOU KNOW....We send out “WEEKLY EMAIL REMINDERS”

If you would like to receive weekly emails about our upcoming Sunday Worship
and reminders of events and happenings for the week ahead, please email the church

office at office(@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 860-693-4581.



