THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

February 22,2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.
First Sunday in Lent

In Person & Live Streamed

We live in a world in which we need to share responsibih’t)/. It's easy to say

"It's not my child, not my community, not my world, not my problem."
Then there are those who see the need and respond.

I consider those people my heroes. ~Fred Rogers

How do we cbange the world? One random act qfkindness at a time. ~Morgan Freeman
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Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigr announcementsfrom the congregation are welcome. Those Wisbing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE Adagio Cantabile Felix Mendelssohn

CALLTO WORSHIP
GOOD MORNING all you children of God's big beautiful World! The Spirit is calling us
to a new day.
GOOD MORNING. We are grateful to be here celebrating the gift of
life and the bond of peace.
We are the ones who are called to make a brighter day!
Not by our power alone, but by the love God pours into our hearts.
From every corner of the earth, God is gathering a "great big family."
There isno "us" and "them," only "we" who are loved by the
Creator.
Let us sing a song of hope that echoes across the nations.
Let us worship the God who turns our many voices into one beautiful
harmony!

*HYMN God QfGrace and God cyFG]or)/ Pilgrim (Red#365

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Loving Lord Jesus, we join with one another in this lovely sanctuary with
hearts wide open, grateful for the opportunity to once again be together in
worship. We thank You for the cheerfulness and vibrancy of this
congregation praying to see the world through Your eyes of love hoping to
be a catalyst to heal the ills surrounding us. As we pray and sing, melt our
hearts into one. Give us the courage to be Your hands and feet, but never let
us forget that the power to sanctify and save belongs to You alone. We are
Your family, and we are ready to serve with the joy and grace of Your Spirit.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING

In the recording of "We Are the World,' forty-five of the biggest stars in the music industry
read a sign as they walked into the recording room that said, 'Check your egos at the door.'
It helped them put aside their status and realize that for the hungry in Ethiopia and the
world to be fed, the 'superstar' had to become a 'servant." Today, we have that same
choice. Our offering is a spiritual 'checking of the ego.' It is a recognition that what we
have is not ours alone, but a resource for God’s global family. One of those stars that help
put together this group and movement was Lionel Richie who said, by saving others, we are
saving our own lives. Let us give with the joy of those who know that even the smallest gift,
when placed in God's hands, can feed a multitude.
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OFFERTORY
Give Me a Song Hyrnn tune Germany Arr. Pepper Choplin
Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, we bring these gifts to You today acknowledging that we are
but one part of Your vast creation. We know change begins when we realize we
belong to one another, that our neighbors live both next door and across
oceans, and that we are linked to every soul on Earth. May these gifts bridge
the gaps between us, heal the wounds of our planet, and remind us that in You,
we are truly one. May our giving today be a reflection of Your universal love.
Amen.

BLESSING OF PRAYER SHAWLS & SQUARES ~ See Insert

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

Genesis 12:1-3
1 John 3:1,18-23

SERMON A Great Big Famj])/: Faith in Harmony

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN We Are The World See Insert

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
Severyrold Amen
Senior Choir

*POSTLUDE Prelude in Classic Style Callahan

Worsbip is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins



