THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

February 15,2026 ~ 10:00 a.m.

In Person & Live Streamed

LENT

~ 40 Days Of Renewal —

Lent is a time to renew wherever we are in that process that I call the
divine therapy. It's a time to look what our instinctual needs are, look at
what the d)/namics cf our unconscious are.

~Thomas Keating

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
www.cantoncenterchurch.org


https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/thomas-keating-quotes

~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand 1f able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brigr announcementsfrom the congregation are welcome. Those Wisbing to make an announcement

are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start cy"the announcement period.

PRELUDE The Whisper Boersma/ Courtney

CALLTO WORSHIP

The season of Lent calls us to the desert; it calls us to journey with Jesus to the Cross.
We come acknowledging our transgressions, for we have often
wandered from the path of love.

Do not be weary when the world seems unjust, or when the way is difficult.
We look to Jesus, who bore our sins to set us free.

In His grace, we find the power to let go of bitterness and the strength to offer mercy.
Let us worship the God of second chances. Let us walk together in the
way of trust, patience, and forgiveness.

*HYMN I Love to Tell the Story Chalice (Blue) #480

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Almighty God, we come before You today trying to be patient and trust in
Your timing. Forgive us for the times we have sought our own way, for the
hidden pride in our hearts, and for the indiscretions we too easily excuse in
ourselves while judging in others. We confess that our hearts are often
restless as we look around and feel a sting of injustice when we see the
wicked prosper while the faithful struggle. Uplift us this day by the cross of
Jesus. We are profoundly grateful that Your grace is deeper than our failings
and Your mercy is wider than our wanderings. By Your Holy Spirit, build up
our determination to follow the way of Jesus, the way of trust, patience, and
obedience. Empty us of all bitterness and fill us with a spirit that is both
giving and forgiving. Amen.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING
Gaim Gain gatm G Gainy Gatm Gahny G
b Gy e Qe K e fen 4
God So Loved the World Benjamin Harland
Senior Choir
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Almighty God, we bring these gifts to You out of gratitude for the grace we
have received from You. We acknowledge that our resources, our time, and
our very breath, is a gift from Your hand. As we present these offerings, we
also offer our hearts. Use these offerings to spread Your message of
reconciliation and to help those in need. May our giving be a reflection of
Your forgiving love. In the name of Christ, our Savior, Amen.



READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE

Genesis 37:1-13;19-20;26-28

SERMON

MODEL MESSIANIC MERCY
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer
*HYMN There Is a Balm in Gilead Chalice (Blue) #501
*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
The Lord BeWithYou

Charles Yanerella
Senior Choir

*POSTLUDE Rejoice in the Lord a]wa)/ Henry Purcell

Worship is ended ~ Our Service Now Begins

DID YOU KNOW....We send out “WEEKLY EMAIL REMINDERS”

If you would like to receive weekly emails about our upcoming Sunday Worship

and reminders of events and happenings for the week ahead, please email the church

office at office(@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 860-693-4581.



