RCHMOUSE

Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT February 2026

Message from the pastor ...

Lent is a time for disciplining our spirits so that we can be truly free. It is not a season of darkness,
but a journey toward the light that the world cannot blow out. ~Anonymous

February can feel dark, and the world around us today often feels darker still. But Lent reminds us that
we are moving toward a Light that disperses the shadows. This season is an invitation to step out from

the places where we have felt prisoner to regret, guilt, or disappointment, and begin the walk toward
the sunrise of Easter.

We often think of Lent as a season to simply "give up" old habits, those burdens that drain our energy
and keep us separated from the joy we desire and deserve. This year, let us join with one another in an
"about-face." Instead of viewing our Lenten disciplines as an obligation, let’s see them as an intention-
al clearing of clutter: the busyness, the weight of judgment, the noise that darkens our spirits, and dis-
cover a key that unlocks the door to our hearts.

We begin Lent on Wednesday, February 18th, sharing a light dinner at 6:30 followed by our Ash
Wednesday service. As we traverse this season together through reflection and prayer, let us move to-
ward the Light of Christ, a flame that the world cannot extinguish.

Like a gardener pruning a vine, we clear away the dead weight so that new life has room to bloom.
Let us share a different kind of 'fast' while we 'feast' on what lies ahead:

Fast from judging others... Feast on seeing Christ in each person.
Fast from the darkness of despair... Feast on the hope of the Resurrection.
Fast from words that discourage... Feast on phrases that encourage.

Fast from discontentment... Feast on gratitude for each new day.

Fast from anger and bitterness. .. Feast on love and forgiveness.

Fast from shadows of worry... Feast on the divine Light that never fades.

May this season of Lent lighten your load and prepare your heart for the joy that is coming.
In Christ's Love,

Pastor Kurt

_Journey with us_from winter’s end to
the dawn of hope.
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Feb 1 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Communion

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Feb 8 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Feb 15 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Feb 18 Ash Wednesday 6:30 Supper ~ 7 pm Service

Feb 22 First Sunday in Lent

Deacons’ Bench
Cora Mutch

The Deacons have had a busy year making decisions for the church and our worship
services. One of the most recent and much discussed decision we made is to go back to
an older tradition of just having a pastoral prayer and silent prayer for Prayers of the
Church. This was a much thought out decision and not one that we took lightly. We feel
that God hears your silent prayers and saying those prayers that are close to your heart
during the silent prayer time can give you peace. Each of us has different prayers for our
Lord and praying these should give each of us a sense of purpose in communicating these
feelings and prayers with God. Please know that it doesn’t mean that you can’t share any
prayers with the church as a whole. We ask that you send an email or make a phone call
to the church office for this info to be included in the Wednesday e-blast. If you have
something you want to share with Pastor Kurt, you can call him at the church or send an
email to the church office and Christine will pass that info to Pastor Kurt. We are a
church family and we care about everyone.

The Deacons want to try this format for a few months and then we will re-evaluate how it
is working for the worship service. Please speak to a Deacon to let us know how you feel
about this older tradition.

Faithfully yours,
Cora Mutch
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Annual Reports
Due by 2/8/26
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REMINDER: ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS & OFFICERS -
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 2/8.

Each committee and pertinent officers are asked to please have their
2025 annual reports in to the church office no later than February 8th.

Annual Reports will be available a week before the Annual Meeting.

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

of the First Congregational Church, Canton Center, Connecticut, on Sunday, March 15, 2026
after the 10:00 a.m. service, OR on subsequent Sundays after the service until a quorum is obtained.

AGENDA:

Call to order and opening prayer.

Reading of the call to the meeting.

Presentation of the Minutes from the previous meeting(s).

Receiving and accepting of the reports of the church officers, committee chairpersons, and staff.
Update from Church Council regarding Pastor Kurt's standing.

Presentation, discussion and vote on bylaws amendment #16 - Article 5, Section E - to now read:
Reception to membership shall follow approval by the Pastor and Diaconate.

Any other business proper to come before the meeting.

I

~

Respectfully submitted,
Hugh Anderson, President
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Wider Church Fellowship
Upcoming Events

The new date for the All You Can
Eat ~ Italian Buffet is Sunday,
February 22nd from 11:30 am to
2 pm. Chicken Parmesan, Sausage
& Peppers, Spaghetti & Meatballs,
Roasted Vegetables, Vegetarian
Dishes, Salad, Dessert, and
Homemade Italian Bread.

Adults $17, Kids 7-12 $8, Kids
under 7 are Free!

Our annual chili cook-off will be
Saturday, March 7th starting at
2pm. We’ll have plenty of
fellowship time as we play games,
cards or work on puzzles.
Hopefully this year, we will have
enough snow for sledding behind
the church. Of course, the
sampling, voting and eating of the
chili is the highlight. We’ll also
have plenty of sides and fixings.
Bring your best recipe — and your
family and friends!

We’d love to hear your ideas for
other events throughout the year!
Have a chat with Casey, Geri,
Linda or Craig if you have thoughts
you’d like to share.

March 7, 2026
2pm-6pm

Bring a pot of chili to the contest.
We'll all have some and let the voting begin!

" If you don't want to cook just come and eat and vote.

Everyone is invited and it is free!
Bring your friends and neighbors.

We now have an Instagram account!
Our handle is firstcongchurchcantoncenter

We are going to be posting regularly
about upcoming events, reminders
and pictures of all of the different

activities happening.
Please be sure to follow us!

[6]

Please be sure to follow us on Facebook.

We are going to be posting regularly
about upcoming events, reminders
and pictures of all of the different

activities happening.
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JD(ijresctor of Faith Formation FAITH FORMATION M[NISTRY/
ody Swan

Dear Canton Center Church Family,

Now that the holidays have come and gone, we find ourselves in the depths of winter, with its
cold days and long, dark nights. It is easy to feel the winter doldrums settling in, but together
we press in and press on, holding fast to the hope that brighter, warmer days are on the
horizon. May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace as you put your trust in Him.
Romans 15:13

In Church School, we continue to explore the parables of the New Testament, finding
meaning and inspiration for our daily lives. Looking ahead, we have some special activities
planned: on February 15th, we will be making sandwiches for Brian’s Angels to support our
neighbors in need. On February 22nd, we will gather in the kitchen to make Lenten Pretzels.
The unique twisted shape of these pretzels mimics arms crossed in prayer; historically, these
treats were given to children in Italy as early as the 7th century to help them learn their
prayers.

I would also like to invite you to consider volunteering in the Nursery on the first Sunday of
each month. Your help is appreciated, and sign-up is available in the hallway between the
Sanctuary and Parish Hall.

May God bless you and your loved ones this winter.

With gratitude and hope,
Jody Swan

YOUTH GROUP
WCEDNCSSDAY
FCBRUARY IITE k "N

2:30 - 6:50 PM LENTEN PRETZEL MAKING

Sunday, March 15th

for the youth/kids from o
10 am - 11 am in the kitchen. [
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Newy & Upcoming Eventy

4TH SUNDAY FOOD
COLLECTION We nowu have
Please place your non-perishable ) LO . rO m
food item in our red wagon. : I
Thank you all for your continued support. 3

We are going to be posting regularly about upcoming events,
reminders and pictures of all of the different activities happening.

We will also be posting on our Facebook page and
website on our Special Events & News page.

FEBRUARY
MISSONS BOX

(fl@alling%suppi |
offee for (anton |
FoodBank |

l" ;,'.\,' " ”‘ g 11:30 AM ~ 2:00 PM
s \ B~

CANTON CENTER
A

CONGREAGATIONAL CHURCH

FEB 22 20

184 CHERRY BROOK RD. RTE 179
@ CANTON, CENTER, CT @

Chicken Parmesan, Sausage & Peppers,

Spaghetti & Meatballs, Roasted Vegeta-

bles, Vegetarian Dishes, Salad, Dessert,
Homemade Italian Bread

Additional info coming in
A uc TIaN eblasts, on our website

and social media

Save the Date
March 22nd

AR

Adults $17, Kids 7-12 $8,
Kids under 7 are Free!
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES
Scrip 2025 Year in Review

February is here and it’s time for another Scrip “Year in Review”. We had another fun
year of shopping, earning and giving back to the church and the community! Here are
some stats:

Funds Raised: $1,357.30 — it’s about $100 less than we made in 2024, but still a respectable
amount for an easy fundraiser! While we made a bit less, we were still able to transfer
$2500 into the general fund in November, which is more than any prior year.

Participants: 41 — we absolutely have our loyal scrip shoppers that purchase gift cards
weekly or 2-3 times per month (usually for everyday basics like groceries, pharmacy trips
and coffee runs). This number is far less than 2024, when we had 55. So, an extra “thank
you” to our loyal shoppers for keeping up and even increasing your purchases this year!

Number of Gift Cards Sold: 880 (about 35 more than 2024)

Number of Retailers: 43 — while Scrip has gift cards available for over 600 different
retailers, we definitely have our favorites! Here are the top 5 retailers and number of cards
sold for each:

Stop & Shop — 149
Shop Rite — 112
Starbucks - 76
Walmart — 72
Target — 67

Rounding out the Top 10 are Dunkin (65), Visa (58), Amazon (34), Barnes & Noble (29)
and CVS (23). Our top 10 retailers stayed exactly the same for 2023 - 2025, but the order
always changes a little bit. However, our #1 and #2 have been consistently the same for
many years. People love to use Scrip for their grocery shopping! All told, we purchased
701 cards from just these 10 retailers — that’s almost 80% of our total cards sold.

Highest Earning months: December ($295.95), March ($223.13) and November ($220.83)
— Our top 3 months accounted for more than 50% of our total funds raised in 2025.
December certainly peaks every year due to Christmas gift shopping. But why March and
November? YOU are incredibly generous with your support for the Easter gift card
collection for Wellmore and the Christmas gift card collection for Wellmore and Canton
Social Services. In late March, we donated $1185 in gift cards to Wellmore and in early
December, we donated $2650 in gift cards to Wellmore and Canton Social Services. Our
Christmas collection was over $400 more than 2024 and $700 more than 2023.

This April will mark the 10th year for the Scrip program at our church, and it’s been a real
pleasure running it. While there are certainly bigger and more lucrative fundraisers, this is
about as low maintenance as we can get! I believe it fits in well with all the other amazing
things we do together. I’'m looking forward to growing more in 2026!

Thanks, as always, for your support!

Casey
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Missions & Outreach COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY
Martha Stansel, Chair

Missions & Outreach News

The Missions and Outreach Committee hopes you enjoyed our presentations and activities for
Missions Awareness month. We shared an overview of how our Congregation helps people local-
ly, statewide, nationally and internationally. We read thank you letters from some of the organiza-
tions we support. Christian Ed and the Congregation filled 200 bags of toiletries for Hands of
Grace and Brian’s Angels. Plus, the committee introduced our new caring and outreach opportuni-
ty with God’s Creatures Great and Small.

Speaking of God’s Creatures Great and Small, they are waiting in a basket on a table in the back
of the sanctuary. The creatures would really like to find homes with people who need some
cheering up, comfort, encouragement, congratulations, or just a reminder that they are special. It’s
up to you, the Congregation, to take the Creatures where they are needed.

Our February Missions Box Collection is cleaning supplies and coffee for the Canton Food Bank.
These items are frequently requested, but not always available. Coffee is expensive and it can be-
come a luxury item for people who are struggling to afford food. Cleaning supplies can also be
difficult to buy when your funds are limited.

The knitting ministry is busy creating prayer shawls. We’d love to have more people participate
so we have more prayer shawls to be given to people who need them. Please contact Rebecca
Glinsman if you are interested in knitting or learning to knit.

Looking ahead to March: Start planning your cake for the annual cake auction to be held on
March 22nd after church. Our famous auctioneer, Paul Stansel, will return to help us raise money
for Missions and to have a good time. The theme is spring, Easter, or anything you want it to be.
Watch for additional info in our weekly eblasts, on our website, social media and Churchmouse.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

DID YOU KNOW.... We send out “WEEKLY EMATLL REMINDERS”

If you would like to receive weekly emails about our upcoming Sunday Worship
and reminders of events and happenings for the week ahead, please email the church office
at office@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 860-693-4581.

IN THE EVENT OF
INCLEMENT
WEATHER

Please tune to:

WFSB Channel 3
or
NBC CT
News Channels

Simple supper at 6:30 pm
Parish Hall followed
by a brief service at

5. _[pm in the sanctuary.

Febraary | Eth i

Please join us! The Deacons are hosting a
simple supper of soup and bread on
Ash Wednesday, February 18th.
Visit our website

Supper is at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall using our
and a service at 7 pm in the sanctuary. QR Code
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FEBRUARY 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Cub Scouts
Sr. Choir 9 am Handbell Choir | Cub Scouts Pinewood
Deacons 5:30pm Pinewood Derby
Worship & Meetin '
Communion e rg Derby set up 8am-12pm
10:00 am U p Cub Scouts 6-8pm
AA/ACA 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm 6:30 pm AA 11:00 pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Sr, Choir 9 am Sr. Choir 4:30 pm Youth Group
5:30 - 6:30pm | Handbell Choir
Worship Trustee Mtg 7pm 5:30pm
10:00 am Council Mtg
7:00 pm :
AA/ACA 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm P AA T1:00 pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sr. Choir 9 am Office Closed Ash Wednesday
Worship Simple supper | Handbell Choir
10:00 am at 6:30 pm 5:30pm
followed by a
AA/ACA 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm brief svc 7pm AA 11:00 pm
22 Sr. Choir 9 am 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship 10 am Sr. Choir 4:30 '
4th Sun Food Collection Handbell Choir
5:30pm
ltalian Buffet ,
1:30-20m | ANACA 7:00pm | A 700PM AA 11:00 pm




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Christine Motasky
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:

Jody Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org




