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Every day, I try to remember all the ways I am blessed,  
beyond the chaos and bad things that happen. 

 I take inventory and remember the wonderful people who love me. 
~Ariana Madix 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

 

Children will start in Church School returning for Holy Communion. 

CHIMES                              Karen Needham      
 

  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  
    
 

PRELUDE                  In My Father’s House                        Pamela Martin/Craig Courtney               
  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Creator of All, we gather today because we don't know where else to go. The world 
outside feels loud, fractured, and frightening, and our hearts are bruised by so much 
uncertainty and unnecessary violence in our Nation. When the world feels unsteady and 
the news is heavy, we come here to find a firm place to share comfort and peace.  
 We are here to seek a peace the world cannot give. We come to be          
 with one another, for we are stronger together than we are alone.  
We are not called to stick our head in the sand, but to reach out to one another in the 
spirit of compassion. Let us find strength in our togetherness. Let us come together 
seeking a path that does not lead to more shadows and substitute our desire for judgment 
as we long for understanding. 
 We choose the difficult road of reconciliation over the easy path of 
 revenge. 
We come together today with heavy hearts and weary spirits. We bring our grief, our 
questions, and our exhaustion. 
 Yet we refuse to meet bitterness with bitterness or hurt with more 
 hurt. We weave our prayers together to mend what has been torn. Let 
 us cast off the spirit of fear and put on the spirit of love.  In this 
 hour, we are each other’s keepers. Let us worship in peace. 
 

 
*HYMN                  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                              Pilgrim (Red) #363            



*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Constant and Compassionate God, we come to You with hearts that are 
pounding. We are scared for our neighbors, we are scared for our families, 
and we are scared for ourselves. But we refuse to let fear have the final word. 
Today, we ask for the grace to be a sanctuary for one another.  Do not leave 
your anger or your questions at the door. Bring them in and lift them silently 
to God. We bring our whole selves, our grief, our fire, and our hope. Let us 
seek a way forward, guided by compassion and truth. May Your presence be a 
light of protection around the vulnerable. Quiet the storms of anxiety in our 
minds and replace them with a deep, abiding sense of belonging. We ask that 
You walk with those who are mourning, and may our presence here today be 
a testament that no life is forgotten, and no soul is ever truly lost. In our 
sorrow, find us. In our anger, guide us. In our fear, hold us. In the Name of all 
that is life-giving and true, Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung)                                                                  Chalice (blue), #307 

 

 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

MISSION MOMEMNT                                                                                                          

OFFERING      
In the midst of the 'winter' of our grief and anger, it can be hard to believe that anything 
good will grow again. But we are a people of the seed. We believe that even in the hardest 
ground, peace can take root if it is tended.  Today’s offering is our way of planting for a 
future we cannot yet see. We give not because the world is perfect, but because we believe 
it can be better. We give to plant seeds of compassion, seeds of wisdom for our leaders, 
and seeds of safety for our children. Let this be an investment in the 'peace we crave' and 
the 'healing we seek.  We will now receive our Sunday morning offering. 
             

  OFFERTORY  
                                 Be Still                                            Herb Frombach/Mary McDonald 
                      Senior Choir 



*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous and Gracious God, we dedicate these gifts to the work of healing. We 
ask that You bless our gifts this morning as well as every spirit represented 
here today. May these resources be used to build bridges where walls have 
been raised, and to bring comfort where there is currently only sorrow.  We 
do not simply offer our money; we offer our hands and our time. May our 
giving be a sign of our trust in one another and our commitment to a future 
where every life is cherished. Bless the giver, bless the gift, and bless the work 
that lies ahead. Amen. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE                          James 1:19-20 ~ Romans 12:21                                                                               
  
SERMON                   Unyielding Compassion: Choosing Love in a Loud World    

 
PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH                    Pastoral Prayer                                                 
            (Moment of Silence included in prayer)  

                        Meditative Music from the Choir Loft 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
*HYMN Make Me a Channel of Your Peace         (adaptation of the Prayer of Saint Francis)                   
       See Insert 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Sevenfold Amen  
     Senior Choir 

                             
*POSTLUDE                                  Sheep May Safely Graze                                        J.S. Bach 

 

 
Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


