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THE CHURCHMOUSE 
       
 
  

Message from the pastor…   
 

 

Small Steps, Big Faith, Thriving Together 
 

Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.        
 ~ St. Francis of Assisi 

     
 
This wisdom from St. Francis provides a roadmap for navigating the unknowns of the coming New 
Year. Let's begin by looking back at the blessings of 2025. Consider the time and energy you gave 
selflessly to meet our goals and the unexpected turns you encountered along the way. 
 
What of those goals we dropped? Do not look at unreached objectives as failures, but as stepping-
stones. What are three to five goals we missed in 2025 that could actually serve as the foundation for 
2026?  Rather than feeling defeated, let us view them as seeds. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus reminds us that the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. When it is 
sown, it is the smallest of all seeds, and it simply does what is necessary by taking root in the fertile 
soil. Then, it does what is possible by pushing upward toward the light. Finally, it becomes something 
unimaginable: a great tree where all the birds of the air find rest. Our "missed" goals are often just 
seeds in that "necessary" stage of taking root. 
  
As we look forward to this New Year, I challenge both you and me to ask: What new thing are we be-
ing called to as a church?   Whatever the response, let us be joyful that we will be joining hands and 
witnessing it together. 
There may be periods where we feel we are taking one step forward and two steps back, or moments 
when an undertaking seems insurmountable. However, when we are united in our efforts and passions, 
we can make a difference where one person alone might not succeed. We have one another. We have 
our faith in God. Together, we can even reach beyond what we imagine! We may stumble, yet togeth-
er, we can lift one another up to start again. 
 
As Anne Sullivan once said: "Keep on beginning and failing. Each time you fail, start all over again, 
and you will grow stronger until you have accomplished a purpose—not the one you began with per-
haps, but one you'll be glad to remember." 
 
While we may not meet every objective, the journey begins with one small step, one leap of faith, and 
one hand holding another’s. Let us rise to new life in 2026, imagining the unimaginable! 
 
May 2026 bring you a positive spirit, deepening faith, radiant health, and those beautiful surprises that 
only God can provide. 
 
 

In Christ's Love, 
 
Pastor Kurt 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 
   

                  
 
 
 
Jan  4      Second Sunday after Christmas 
                             Communion  
 
 Jan. 11     First Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 Jan. 18     Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 Jan. 25     Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 

 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

     Belief comes easy to some or so it seems, family is your earliest form of love as it's 
born into you, the caring and unquestionable devotion almost always overrides any 
unsettled matter. We often question our ability to resolve differences with thoughts of 
loyalty, reason or perhaps guilt, can you move ahead when your faith is tested? Decisions 
regarding ones soul should be right or wrong, these tests can effectively result in deeper 
thought, hence that suspect of spiritual guidance. When your past presents a stain on your 
faith and leads to greater threats of compromise versus centering you and not creating 
another lasting lapse of duty, is one in fact trying to negotiate with ones belief in God. 
Sometimes we try to stretch our, “what is your heart telling you," into a push and pull 
dilemma which elevates the bounds of our skills to remain on edge or dare I say on the 
edge. 

 

     Attending church is not just a physical act, it is in fact growth resounding loudly where 
our deepest beliefs lie. Those untested and quiet moments alone with God, a time when a 
deaf ear can translate a very loud and direct thought into meaning and neutralizing all the 
noise beyond. It is sometimes necessary to carry a heavy load, not bound with ropes and 
slings, but a deepening sense of sanctity into the space we call church. We should allow 
ourselves time to resolve the deepest of disappointments, sadness and times of questioning 
whether that highest power ever hears your cries for help. Those tests exist with me, those 
cries exist with me, and as ones Spiritual Growth develops in finding answers can be 
translated into "The Brightest Light Shines in the Darkness of Despair.“ Carry your search 
forward and lessen the daily distraught through Spiritual Growth. 

  

Deacons’ Bench 
Daniel B. LeGeyt 
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Music Notes    
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

NEWS FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 
Hugh Anderson, President 
 

Special thanks from the Music Director to those who helped make the year a successful one. 
       
Senior Choir:    Jerry, Art, Donna, Tim, Kathleen, Gina, Karen, Kathy P; Judy, Paul, Jim, and Kathy T. 
  
Handbell Choir:    Cindy, Gina, Karen, Diana, Kathy P. Donna, Martha, Hugh, Megan, and Judy 
         
Soloists:    Jerry, Judy, Paul, Jim, Cindy, and Kathleen 
          
Guest Singers:   Gert, Scott, and Megan 
         
Ensemble:   Cindy and Jon Keefe 
 
Chimes player:    Karen Needham 
 
Music Committee:   Judy, Karen, and Kathleen 
         
Minister:    Rev Kurt who's encouragement and compliments are most appreciated! 
 

Happy New Year to all of you!    

 
 
 
 

Next Steps for Pastor Kurt's Ministry 
 
Time certainly flies. We are already nearly six months into Pastor Kurt's designated term ministry. So 
what does this really mean and what's next? Calling a pastor to a designated term is similar to installing a 
settled pastor, only with a mutually agreed upon timeframe. Typically it is a minimum of three years, but 
can go as long as five or more years. Included are goals we set for strengthening and growing the church, 
both for our membership and for our presence and identity in the community of Christ we serve, which 
in turn will encourage new members of all ages to join with us. We are off to a flying start, led by Kurt's 
boundless energy and vision for what's possible, including second hours, the new Pastor's Corner in the 
parish hall to capture our ideas, and a renewed spirit for our mission as a congregation.   
 
All this is very positive, leading to discussions with Church Council and Pastor Kurt about the goal of 
evolving his ministry from designated term to settled. In many ways it already feels like a settled minis-
try, but without the certainty that goes with that. Certainty for us as a congregation and certainty for Pas-
tor Kurt that we have entered into a covenant with him to serve our membership and enable our collec-
tive vision.  
 
Therefore, we'd like to add this topic as an agenda item for our annual meeting, which is scheduled for 
March. Until then we'll have a few months for consideration, to engage in discussion, and assuming the 
blessing of the attendees, hold a congregational vote at the annual meeting to move Pastor Kurt to a set-
tled ministry.   
 
Please do reach out to me, 1st VP Cora Mutch, or any member of the church council with any questions. 
We wish you all a blessed and happy new year. 
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Wider Church Fellowship  
 

Upcoming Events 
 

We had a wonderful trip to 

Riverton to see “A Christmas 

Carol”!  Bravo to our fellow church 

members who spent countless 

hours rehearsing to put on this 

beautiful play.  A group of over 20 

of us had a lovely lunch at the 

Royal Coachman (Old Riverton 

Inn) as well. 

 

The Italian Buffet will be coming 

up on Sunday, January 25th from 

11:30am – 2pm. Please don’t put 

“eat less food” down as a New 

Year’s Resolution!  Sign-ups will 

be on the kitchen door after the first 

of the year for the many volunteer 

spots needed to pull this off.  The 

cost is $17 for adults and $8 for 

children 7-12.  Please spread the 

word! 

 

We’d love to hear your ideas for 

other events throughout the year! 

Have a chat with Casey, Geri, 

Linda or Craig if you have thoughts 

you’d like to share. 

Please be sure to follow us on Facebook.   
 

We are going to be posting regularly  
about upcoming events, reminders  
and pictures of all of the different  

activities happening. 
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY Director of Faith Formation 
Jody Swan 

Dear Canton Center Church Family, 

Happy New Year! As we step into 2026 together, I extend my heartfelt wishes for a year filled 
with growth, peace and blessings for you and your loved ones. I am grateful for the spirit, 
friendship, and fellowship in this church community. 

Church School will continue each Sunday, and we are excited to begin exploring The Godly 
Play stories of Epiphany, Holy Baptism, and several of the wonderful parables from the 
Bible. These lessons will offer our children meaningful and creative ways to grow in faith and 
understanding. 

With this new season, I will need a second leader to help with Church School every Sunday, 
beginning January 4th. If you have never volunteered before, I encourage you to consider 
sharing your time, wisdom, and heart. All children need the support and guidance of caring 
adults, and your presence can make a lasting difference in their spiritual journey. Sign-up 
sheet can be found on the bulletin board prior to Parish Hall. Thank You! 

We are also planning to start a monthly youth group beginning in late January. This will be an 
opportunity for our young people to gather, connect, and grow in a supportive environment. 
More information and details will be shared soon, so please stay tuned. 

If you feel called to volunteer or have any questions, please reach out to me directly. Thank 
you for your ongoing support to our Canton Center church family and for helping nurture the 
next generation in faith. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Jody Swan 



Christmas Pageant 

 
Wise Man # 2-Laila Bell 

 
Joseph -Austin Collins 

 
God-Ashlynn Glinsman 

 
Little Star-Lana Goodwin 

 
Wise Man # 3-Elizabeth  

Neumann 
 

Mary-Charolette Penney 
 

Angel-Elise Schleef 
 

Narrator-Lukas Schleef 
 

Wise Man #1-Natalie Staszak 



Cantata  
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yet another year of Scrip in the books! 
 

 
Thank you to all of the dedicated Scrip shoppers who participated 
in 2025!  I’ll be putting together our year in review for the February 
edition of the mouse, so stay tuned for that. And in case you missed 
it - we donated $2,650 in gift cards to Wellmore and Canton Social 
Services for Christmas.  This was over $400 more than last year 
(which was already almost $400 more than 2023).  These agencies 
were so incredibly thankful! 
 
Every week, you’ll find me in the parish hall with gift cards on 
hand for immediate purchase and order forms for cards that you’ll 
receive within one week.  If you’re not in church, you can always 
call, text or email me (860-371-1016 or levine429@gmail.com) or 
you can place an order online or through the RaiseRight app.  
Reach out to me for our church’s unique enrollment code if you 
wish to place an order electronically. 
 
Looking for an easy New Year’s Resolution you can stick to?  If 
you haven’t yet tried out our Scrip program, come visit me in 
during coffee hour to find out more about it.  Every purchase, no 
matter the size or the frequency, gives money back to the church.  
I’m pleased to report we were able to transfer $2500 to the general 
fund from the Scrip account this year, which is a bit more than 
we’ve done in any prior year. 
 
Thanks, as always, for your support!  Happy New Year! 
 
Casey 
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Missions & Outreach 
Martha Stansel, Chair 

 

    COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

Thank you to everyone for your amazing generosity during the holiday season!!  

Over November and December, our congregation helped families in our area have food to 

eat, gave the gift of allowing Wellmore families to do their own Christmas shopping, 

brought Christmas joy to people in care at Cherry Brook Healthcare, and provided toys and 

gift cards that gave parents and grandparents in Canton a chance to create Christmas magic 

for their families.  

We also wrapped many people in warmth through our donations of mittens, gloves, hats, 

scarves, and socks as well as through our Christmas Eve offering for the Canton Fuel 

Bank. In addition, we provided monetary support to those who have served the church 

through our special offering.  Our Congregation truly embodies giving that’s done willing-

ly and joyfully as a sign of God’s love for us and for others. 

There will be no specific Missions Box collection in January. Instead, the Missions and 

Outreach Committee will once again be presenting Missions Month.  Listen to the thank 

you notes about     specific causes and the ways our Congregation helped. See if you re-

member all the organizations we help and what they do. Find out about a new care minis-

try. Participate if we provide activities. And lastly, let us know if there is an opportunity 

you’d like us to consider. 

 

Geri Bunnell, Rebecca Glinsman, Darryl Haberern, Casey Levine, Carol Orlando, Debbie 

Poleyestewa, and Martha Stansel 



The Churchmouse Page 10 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all. 

 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 

  IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

             Please tune to: 
 

    WFSB Channel 3 or  NBC CT  
             News Channels 

     

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11, 2026 
NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING: First Congregational Church, Canton Center 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 after the 10 am service or on  
subsequent Sundays until quorum is obtained. 

  AGENDA  
      1.  Approval of the proposed 2026 budget. 
      2.  Any other business proper to come before said meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted ~ Bev Sealand, Clerk 

 

 
DID YOU KNOW…. We send out  “WEEKLY EMAIL REMINDERS” 

 

If you would like to receive weekly emails about our upcoming Sunday Worship  
and reminders of events and happenings for the week ahead, please email the church office at  

office@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 860-693-4581. 
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      JANUARY 2026    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

 

  

 

 

 1 

Happy  New 
Year  

 Office Closed 

 2 

 

3 

 

 
AA  11:00 pm 

4      Worship & 
Communion  

10:00 am 
  
 

 
 

 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

7   

 
Deacons 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

  

8    

 

Cub Scouts 

6:30 pm  
 

  

 

 

9 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

11 
 Worship   

10:00 am 
 
 

 
 

 

         
 

12 
 

Trustee Mtg 7pm 
 

Sr. Choir 4:30 pm  
 
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

14 
 

 

Council 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

  

15 

   

 
 

16 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

18 
Sr. Choir 9 am 

 
Worship  
10:00 am 

 
   

19 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

20 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

21 
 

 

 

 

 22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

25 
Sr. Choir 9 am 

       
Worship 10 am 

   4th Sun Food Collection 
 
 

  
Italian Buffet 11:30am 

26 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

27 

 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

28 
 

 

 

 

   

29 
 

  

 

 

 

30 

  

31 

. 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

 
 

 

      



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
Cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Pastor 
860-693-4207 

Pastor Kurt Satherlie 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Office 
(860)693-4581 

Christine Motasky 
Office Manager 

office@cantoncenterchurch.org 
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Organist/Director of Music: 

(860)693-4216 
Mary Lou Keefe   

music@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Jody Swan 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
   


