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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT December 2025

Message from the pastor...

The Present of Presence

As the Gregorian calendar turns to December and the church liturgical calendar to Advent and Christmas, we witness peo-
ple accelerating into a dizzying rush. We feel compelled to find the perfect gift, attend every event, bake the impossible
cookie, and stage the perfect home. This frantic pace is a normal sight for this time of year, and it always seems to end the
same way. The consequence is easy to spot: we feel rushed, stressed, and lost in the noise of the holiday season. Despite
our best intentions for joy, the pursuit of "having it all" leaves us feeling depleted, not healthy or whole. We often say we'll
do things differently next year, yet the ingrained culture of Black Friday and must-have gadgets pulls us back into the cha-
0S.

Yet, this season’s greatest truth offers us a profound counterpoint to the chaos: Emmanuel, which means "God With Us."
This is more than a historical name; it is the daily promise that the God of the universe once, years ago, stepped into our
messy, ordinary lives to be fully present. As we prepare our hearts for His presence, may it be the greatest present we
could possibly have. To be fully in the moment, let us slow down and not erase all the commercialism but to keep it in per-
spective. Let us strive for the peaceful, simple presence of God right here, right now.

The greatest material gift we can give someone eventually fades or breaks. The greatest gift we receive from God, howev-
er, is Himself: Emmanuel. Can we reflect this divine model in our own giving? Instead of adding another expensive item to
an already saturated season, why not choose to gift the presence of time? Join me in the four weeks of Advent by offering
a present of presence. This shared, unhurried time is a tangible expression of the Emmanuel promise: you are fully pre-
sent, just as God is present with us.

Week 1 - The present of stillness for yourself. Allow 15-20 minutes to simply be and quietly
acknowledge God's Presence in Emmanuel.

Week 2 - The present of sharing time with your family, spouse, or friend. Leave the phone out
of earshot and be present with one another in peaceful conversation.

Week 3 - The present of listening. Call or visit a friend, neighbor, or elderly relative. Merely
listen as they speak without interrupting or offering advice.

Week 4 - The present of focus. Arrive at church a few minutes before worship begins. Sitin
silence, listening to God, offering a prayer for others as they enter, and focus on
Emmanuel, right beside you.

| gently invite you to offer a present of presence knowing the greatest gift we have ever received is Emmanuel, God with
us/God's Presence within us.

In Christ's love,

Pastor Kurt
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Deacons’ Bench
Beth Lingenheld

This summer I visited my sister outside Chicago and visited the Baha’i Temple in Wilmette, Illinois.
It is a magnificent structure, and there are only eight Baha’i Temples all over the world. These
temples are in the United States (Wilmette, IL), Uganda, Australia, Germany, Panama, Samoa, India
and Chile.

In my researching the core beliefs of this faith, I found the following on https://bahaiteachings.org

e there is one God Who has spoken, as the Bible notes, “at sundry times and in diverse manners” to
the peoples of the world, which means ...

o there is one religion revealed progressively throughout history through a series of divine teachers.
Human beings may think of them as “different” religions, but to the prophets and messengers who
bring them, they are part of one unfolding Faith.

o there is one human race. The differences between us are to be appreciated, not feared or despised.
The Baha’i byword is unity through diversity.

o every soul must independently investigate reality, therefore ...

e education must be universal, and we must adopt a universal auxiliary language so we can
communicate no matter what our native tongue.

e science and religion are in harmony; if it seems they are not, we have failed to understand one or
both.

o women and men are equal and must have equal opportunity to reach their full potential.

e we must strive to abolish all forms of prejudice, including racial, national, political, gender, social
and economic.

economic and social problems require spiritual solutions.

Inside the temple there were engravings on the walls which really spoke to me such as, “All the
prophets of God proclaim the same faith” and “The light of a good character surpasses the light of the
sun.” I was very moved by what I have read about the faith and on leaving I took one of the prayer
books offered to the public. I will share one of these prayers.

Morning

I have wakened in Thy shelter, O my God, and it becometh him that seeketh that shelter to abide
within the Sanctuary of Thy protection and the Stronghold of Thy defense. Illumine my inner being,
O my Lord, with the splendors of the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, even as Thou didst illumine my
outer being with the morning light of Thy favor.

Baha’u’llah
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Music Notes
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Our own music department will be presenting the cantata during our Sunday church service on De-
cember 14th. Our Senior Choir members: Donna Hammond, Gina Magennis, Judy Robinson,
Kathy Todd, Kathleen Lundgren, Karen Needham, Kathy Pickrell, Jerry Alonzy, Tim LeGeyt, Art
Dewey, Paul Stansel and Jim Todd will be singing along with guest singers Scott Neumann, Gert
Delin, and Megan Keefe.

Ensemble: Cindy Webb ~ flute. Jon Keefe ~ guitar, drum and percussion.
Mary Lou Keefe ~ piano.

The handbell choir will also be performing that day! —

On Christmas Eve there will be a plethora of music with familiar hymns and the traditional }rﬂ}ﬁ%
candlelight ceremony. '

NEWS FROM CHURCH COUNCIL

Hugh Anderson, President

We recently welcomed the addition of a Church Safety subcommittee under the leadership of Dan LeGeyt. The
subcommittee has come up with a comprehensive list of initiatives for Church Council to consider. Just a few
examples are tighter policies around access to keys and locking of church entry doors, maintaining a full first
aid kit in a standard location, and expanding required training for CPR and AED (Automated External Defibril-
lator) for select committee members. The Town of Canton offers free training for CPR/AED by way of periodi-
cally scheduled 4 hour classes. We encourage anyone to sign up and earn how to save a life, by contacting Bri-
anna Santiago at Bre.santiago@nefire-rescue.com. Please let us know if there's any interest. With enough par-
ticipation, we may even be able to host a class at the church.

Following our congregational vote last spring, September 1st marked the beginning of Pastor Kurt's designated
term ministry with us. As a result, the settled pastor search committee has now officially been decommissioned
by Church Council. It was a pleasure for me to team with Gail Macbeth, Joy Petersen, Art Dewey, Gina Ma-
gennis, Heather Neumann, Tim Lundgren, Bob Howson and Sue Lampros on the committee. A huge thank you
to all from the entire congregation.

It's been a long time since we updated our church pictorial directory, I believe maybe 15 years. We've changed
quite a bit and have many new members since then. So we are gearing up to create a new directory in 2026.
Please step right up anyone who wishes to volunteer for planning for this great cause.

WELCOME CHRSTINE MOTASKY

Let's give a huge all-church welcome to Christine Motasky, our new office administrator. Christine comes to us
from her most recent job at the Susan B. Anthony project in Torrington, where she held a variety of compre-
hensive roles in finance, office management and program development. She has seamlessly settled right in with
great energy and enthusiasm. Christine resides in Torrington with her husband and daughter. If you haven't had
a chance to meet her yet, stop by the office and say hello. Welcome Christine!
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Wider Church Fellowship

Upcoming Events

As always, the Thanksgiving
potluck was an amazing event with
friends, fellowship and lots of food
(naturally)! What a wonderful way
to kick off the holiday season.

Another way to get in the
Christmas spirit? A Christmas
Carol in Riverton! We will be
attending the 1pm show on
Saturday, December 6th and having
lunch at the Royal Coachman (Old
Riverton Inn) at 11:30.

The Italian Buftfet will be coming
up in January. Please don’t put “eat
less food” down as a New Year’s
Resolution! More details to come
later this month.

We’d love to hear your ideas for
other events throughout the year!
Have a chat with Casey, Geri,
Linda or Craig if you have thoughts
you’d like to share.

* Christmas Potluck - »
Luncheon for the £
s Canton High School ¢4

' Concert Choir g J

2

SAVE THE DATE

The Church has been hosting the annual
Christmas Potluck Luncheon for the
Canton High School Concert Choir on
the day that they travel
to different schools and venues
to perform.

Please be sure to follow us on Facebook.

We are going to be posting regularly
about upcoming events, reminders
and pictures of all of the different

activities happening.
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Director of Faith Formation FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY

Jody Swan

In December, we practice waiting. Waiting for Jesus, waiting for Christmas, and noticing the
little ways God is with us while we wait.

Church School Scripture focus:
Psalm 27:14 “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”

Isaiah 40:31 “But those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength.”

In the Godly Play Room, we will share the Advent stories. Each week introduces another piece
of the journey, from the prophets, the Holy Family, the Shepherds and the Magi. These stories
help prepare their hearts for the coming of Christ.

Youth Movie & Pizza Night Friday December 5" 5:30-8:00 pm Parish Hall

Hey everyone! Join us for a fun night as we watch The Star movie: a lighthearted animated
movie about the very first Christmas, told from the animals’ point of view. Bring a friend, grab a
slice, and enjoy a great night together! Please RSVP to jodyswan567@gmail.com.

Christmas Pageant
Our youth will present a Christmas pageant on Sunday, December 21* at 10:00 am! We invite

all to join us as we celebrate the Christmas spirit. Come share this special moment as they lead
us into the wonder of the season.



mailto:jodyswan567@gmail.com

A huge heartfelt thank yow to- all who- contributed
and/hetlped out with the Thanksgiving Potluck!
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Thank yow to-everyone who- attended and volunteered to- make the Artisouw Faiv
such av success! Special thanks to-co-chaviry Linda & Hollace:
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES

Shop Scrip this Christmas!

It's the most wonderful time of the year!

Gift cards are one of the most popular choices for gift giving occasions,
especially Christmas. Whether you are looking for a present for that “hard to
shop for” relative, a hostess gift, a little something for a teacher or co-worker or
even a small stocking stuffer or grab bag gift — the scrip table is a great place to
find just what you need! Cards are offered in various denominations and some
start as low as $5 or $10. There are nearly 600 retailers and restaurants to
choose from — many local stores, national chains and online shops as well.
When you purchase a gift card from our church’s scrip program, a percent of the
face value of every card goes to our general fund. You are supporting our
church every time you buy a gift card!

Speaking of support ... Thank you so much for your incredible generosity during
the month of November purchasing gift cards for families in need at both
Wellmore and Canton Social Services. Final numbers are not in yet, but I'll be
sure to report after collections end on November 30th.

The Scrip table is set up in the parish hall every Sunday during coffee

hour. Stop by for all your gift card needs! You can pick up a list of all the cards
that are available to order and take it home with you, or you can visit
www.raiseright.com to start making your list. | also have a list of just local
retailers and restaurants available at the Scrip table. Please note that the
deadline to order cards to ensure they are here in time for Christmas is
December 14th. Last minute shoppers can visit the table on 12/21 to see
what's available in inventory to pick up same day or ask about electronic gift
cards. E-cards are becoming more & more popular and many of our retailers do
offer them. These can be purchased and | will send them to your email within 2
days.

If you're not in church, you can always call, text or email me (860-371-1016 or
levine429@gmail.com) or you can place an order online or through the
RaiseRight app. Reach out to me for our church’s unique enroliment code if you
wish to place an order electronically.

Thanks, as always, for your support! Merry Christmas!
Casey
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Missions & Outreach COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY
Martha Stansel, Chair

Thank you to everyone who donated to buy gift cards for Wellmore and for Canton Senior and Social Ser-
vices. This congregation is always so generous to these organizations. We'll update you on the final totals
when we have them. Thank you also for anyone who donated toys for Canton Social Services.

More Opportunities to help others.

December brings so many fun and exciting times, but it also emphasizes how many people continue to need
help. That means we have many opportunities to live our faith by helping others. The committee knows
we’re setting a big challenge, but we also know the generosity of this congregation.

The Christmas Tree

We are collecting winter scarves, hats, gloves, mittens, and socks to be given to Gifts of Love and other or-
ganizations that need them. They can be placed on or under the Christmas Tree in the front of the sanctu-

ary. However, please place them in a plastic bag so we don’t have to pick pine needles out of them. These
will be collected all month.

Cherry Brook Health Care

We will also help Cherry Brook Health Care provide some simple gifts for their 90 residents, most of whom
are on Medicaid and have very limited income. They have requested small items such as pens and pencils,
adult coloring books, crossword and word searches, lap blankets, small mirrors, 2026 calendars, picture
frames, pens and pencils, small notebooks, sticky notes, hand creams, pocket mirrors, magnifying glasses,
scarves and cotton socks. We will collect these items Dec. 7th and 14th in a box near the Christmas tree.

The Christmas Fund

In addition, we will continue our church’s tradition of collecting The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the
Cross and the Emergency Fund. This fund is a Special UCC Mission Offering administered through the
United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension Boards. Funds provide
direct financial support to those who serve the church and are facing financial difficulties. Active and retired
clergy, lay employees, and their surviving spouses may be eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annui-
ties, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks.

The Christmas Fund collection will be taken on December 14th and 21st. Envelopes will be provided on
those dates. Checks should be made out to “FCCCC" with "Christmas Fund" on the memo line.

Q

Christmas Eve Offering @6

Monies collected during the Christmas Eve Offering will once again be donated to the Canton
Emergency Fuel Bank.




The Churchmouse

w

X
53

N e

% Thank you to Marianne Burbank %“k

,;‘ for the donation of the sanctuary tree in memory
of her grandfather, Harry Humphrey, and her

father, Sam Humphrey.

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER

Please tune to:
WFSB Channel 3 or NBC CT
News Channels
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DECE LR 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Deacons Cub Scouts | Youth Movie &
Meeting 6:30 pm Pizza Night
7:00 pm 5:30 pm-8:00pm
AA 7:00 om Parish Hall AA 11:00
AA/ACA 7:00 pm VP Lupm
7 Worship & 88r. Choir 4:30 pm |9 10 11 12 13
Communion Guest Singers Choir &
10:00 am Trﬁ:t:]es Council Handbell Choir Ensemble
Meeting 5:30 Rehearsal 2 pm
Pageant Rehearsal 7pm 7:00 pm =0 pm
after service ' .
ANACA 7:00pm | AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship 10 am Christmas
Cantata and Long Potluck Pageant
Term Members Luncheon Rehearsal
Recognition Handbell Choir |  Canton HS 9am
5:30 pm Concert Choir
Pageant Rehearsal | AA/ACA 7:00 pm | ap 700 pm 11:30am
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
. Merry Office Closed
Worship Christmas Eve Christmas
10:00 am Service 5 pm
Christmas Pageant
AA/ACA 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm AR 11:00 pm
28 29 30 31
Worship 10 am
4th Sun Food Collection
AA/ACA 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Christine Motasky
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:

Jody Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org




