
     THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
CANTON CENTER, CT 

 

December 7, 2025 ~  10:00 a.m.  
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

In Person & Live Streamed 

At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving 
and serving the others with God's own love and concern. ~Mother Teresa 

 

God gives God. That is the gift God always ultimately gives. Because nothing is greater and we have no 

greater need, God gives God. God gives God, and we only need to slow long enough to unwrap the 

greatest Gift with our time: time in His Word, time in His presence, time at His feet.  

~Ann Voskamp (Christian author) 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

CHIMES                        Karen Needham      
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  Prayer request cards may 
be found on the tables at the back of the church.  

 

Children are excused for Church School returning for Holy Communion 
       

PRELUDE                  O Come, O Come Immanuel                                         Natalie Sleeth  
     {During the prelude silently send Christ’s Peace to others in the church and to God’s world} 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP   
What is the Ultimate Gift?  We hear from the prophet Isaiah: A child is born to us; a son is 
given. Nothing is greater than the Giver Himself. 

We come not for worldly gifts from God, but for God Himself.  We are 
here because our greatest need is met by the Gift that is God.  

As we light our candle and open our ears to hear Your Word, surround us with Your 
presence Lord as we unwrap the greatest Gift: Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
 Let the hope, peace, joy, and love of Emmanuel fill us and prepare us          
           for Your coming.  Come, let us worship Emmanuel, God with Us! 
 
 
*HYMN                  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                 Pilgrim (Red) #110 
 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Almighty and Gracious God, we thank You for the divine gift of Your Son.  
Still our hearts, clear the clutter of our minds, and help us recognize our 
greatest need is satisfied only in Your presence. You have given us all things 
in giving us Yourself. As we enter this time of worship, we ask for the grace 
to embrace this phenomenal wonder. We pray this in the name of the One 
who came to dwell among us, even Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung)                                                                  Chalice (blue), #307 



*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – PEACE ~ Readers Skip & Nancy Alford 
 

OFFERING      
We are reminded today that God’s ultimate gift to us was the gift of Himself—an 
extravagant, total demonstration of love. The only gift worthy in return is ourselves, our 
time, and our treasures. As we offer these resources, may they become an expression of 
our love for the Giver who gave us all. Let us now receive our Sunday morning offering 
with joyful hearts. 
             

  OFFERTORY  
                              The Sussex Carol      Traditional English Carol         arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams  
                    Duet by Jim Todd & Paul Stansel 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, we dedicate these offerings to You.  May these resources 
ensure the Ultimate Gift continues to be shared in our community and the 
world. We offer not just our treasure, but our very persons, dedicating our 
time and talents to sharing the love demonstrated in the coming of Christ. 
Amen.    

 

SCRIPTURE 

 
Isaiah 9:2&3,6&7  
John 1:1-4;14-18 



 
SERMON                           The Ultimate Gift: God Gives God  
 

 
PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH  

 Joys & Concerns (read)  
 Moment of Silence  

 Pastoral Prayer 
 

Meditative Music from the Choir Loft 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Prayer over the Elements 
Serving of the Elements 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are we Lord for filling us with Your presence, a flame of love that 

warms our hearts and renews our spirits.  May this holy meal flow through us 

into the world. We have been guests at Your table. Empower us now to go out 

with the energy of the Spirit ready to put Jesus’ words and being into action: 

to be light to the world, to seek justice, to make peace, to be guardians of 

creation, and follow Your will to the glory of Your name. Amen 

 
*HYMN                 Lord, Dismiss Us  With Thy Blessing           Pilgrim (Red), #63 

                       
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Amen        

 
                             

*POSTLUDE             Arise, Shine, for Thy Light Has Come                    Stephen Burtonwood  
 

Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


