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Perhaps the best Yuletide decoration is being wreathed in smiles. ~Anonymous 
 

It is a fine seasoning for joy to think of those we love. ~Moliere 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

CHIMES                                                                                                  Karen Needham
                        
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an 
announcement are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.   
Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back of the church.  Offerings may be 
placed in the marked boxes on the tables at the back of the church.  

       
PRELUDE                   The Gift of Alleluia                                                  Gilbert Martin  
                        (During the prelude our acolyte will light the altar candles) 
               
CALL TO WORSHIP       
Gathered from the noise and haste of the season, we stand together in the quiet sanctuary 
of God's presence.  We listen intently to the Scriptures, knowing that in these sacred 
lessons, the mystery of God is revealed. 

We come with Christians throughout the world, to hear the story that 
gives light and meaning to all time. We come to receive the divine life 
offered to each of us. 

The ancient prophets spoke of a time when the glory of the Lord would be revealed, and 
all people would see it.  

Let us prepare our hearts for the King of Kings, the One who brings 
peace and hope to the nations. Lift up your heads, O gates! The Lord of 
Glory is here. Let our worship begin. 

 
*CAROL                         O Come, All Ye Faithful                                  Pilgrim (Red) #132                            
 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Eternal God, we have celebrated the joy of Your Son’s birth, and now we 
gather to witness the unfolding miracle of Your love. We thank You for the 
ancient promises preserved in Scripture, and for the carols that lift our 
voices to the heavens. As we listen to the lessons this morning, open our 
hearts to the story of salvation, from the darkness of our wandering to the  



marvelous star lit night over the stable. Quiet our minds, tune our ears, and  
unite our voices, so that we may fully receive the lessons you teach and truly 
sing the carols of Your glory. Keep the wonder of Christmas alive in us, today 
and in the year to come. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
our Light. Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 
 

OFFERING      
             

  OFFERTORY  
                                           The Wonder of Christ’s Birth                                    John Behnke  
                                 Senior Choir 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Joys & Concerns 

Moment of Silence 
Pastoral Prayer 



 

LESSONS AND CAROLS ~ See Insert 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

*BENEDICTION 

  

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Gloria from Angels We Have Heard on High       
                                                     Senior Choir 
                                  

*POSTLUDE                        Brightest and Best                      Reginald Heber   Arr. Sjolund 
 

  

Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 

       

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11, 2026 

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING: First Congregational Church, Canton Center 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 after the 10 am service or on  

subsequent Sundays until quorum is obtained. 

  AGENDA  

      1.  Approval of the proposed 2026 budget. 

      2.  Any other business proper to come before said meeting. 

 

Respectfully Submitted ~ Bev Sealand, Clerk 


