
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  
CANTON CENTER, CT  

December 24, 2025 ~ 5:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve  

I truly believe that if we keep telling the Christmas story, singing the Christmas 
songs, and living the Christmas spirit, we can bring joy and happiness and 

peace to this world. ~Norman Vincent Peale 
 
 

It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you ... yes, it is 
Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand. 

~Mother Teresa 

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133   
Office 860-693-4581 

E-mail: office@cantoncenterchurch.org 



 
 

~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

WELCOME        
 
PRELUDE                  Angel’s Carol                                                                John Rutter  
                     {Lighting of the altar candles will commence during the prelude by our Acolyte} 
  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
The angels announced good news of great joy: a Savior is born! 

We draw near to the manger, where God's humble love is revealed.  
Let us silence the noise of our lives and listen for the promise of Christ. 

We open our hearts to the gift that changes everything. 
We come into the presence of God, where hope is born anew. 

Come, let us gather and find peace and welcome in this holy place. 
 
 
*CAROL                   O Come, All Ye Faithful                            Pilgrim (Red), #132  
 
 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Holy God, Source of all light and life, we give You thanks for this sacred 
time. We have traveled through Advent, and now we stand at the threshold 
of the manger, ready to receive Your glorious promise. Quiet our hurried 
hearts, open our closed eyes, and prepare our weary spirits to encounter the 
Christ Child this night. May the warmth of Your Holy Spirit melt away our 
distractions and unite us in awe and wonder. Bless this gathering as we 
celebrate the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.   And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.   
 



*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE ~ Evelyn, Bev, and Diane Sealand 
 

 
*CAROL                   O Little Town of Bethlehem                 Pilgrim (Red) #134 v. 1&2  
  
OFFERING      
The Christmas Eve offering is going to the Canton Fuel Bank. Thank you for your gifts that will help 
to serve a true need in our community this winter.  Please make checks payable to:  FCCCC with memo: 
Canton Fuel Bank 
             

  OFFERTORY  
                              The Snow Lay on the Ground                                              Joel Lindt  
                    Sr. Choir 
 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, You gave us the ultimate gift in Jesus. Accept these offerings, 
which we humbly give back to You. Multiply them so that the Canton Food 
Bank may feed the hungry, comfort the vulnerable, and share the hope of 
Christ in practical, loving ways. Bless those who give and those who receive. 
In Jesus' name. Amen. 
 
 
*HYMN            What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest      Pilgrim (Red) #140 v. 1&3 



SCRIPTURE 

 
 

Isaiah 9:2,6-7            Pew Bible pg. 555 
Matthew 1:18-25     Pew Bible pg. 783 

 
INTRODUCTION & READING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Luke 2:1-20             Pew Bible pg. 832 
  
*CAROL                        Away in a Manger                                            Pilgrim (Red) #137  
  
CHRISTMAS PRAYER   
  
ANTHEM                        Celtic Christmas Lullaby                                                  Joel Raney        
                                        Sr. Choir  
  

ANTHEM                        O Holy Night              Adolphe Charles Adam words:  John Dwight  
                                        Jerry Alonzy  
 

During O Holy Night, the light is passed from the Christ candle to the congregation by our Deacons, 
symbolizing the light of Christ within us all. As you pass the light to the person next to you, please be 
sure that you tip only unlit candles and that lit candles remain upright. For safety purposes, we ask 
children under age 10 not handle lit candles by themselves. Once all candles are lit, we will sing Silent 
Night.   Please extinguish candles following the carol. 
     
CAROL (seated)                Silent Night                                                           Bulletin insert  
                          
*CAROL                            Joy to the World                                    Pilgrim (red), #130 v. 1&3 
 
*BENEDICTION  
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE      Come Rejoice                                             Judy Collins                                                       
                                                          Jim Todd  

{Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes} 
                             

*POSTLUDE                                     Donkey Carol                                           John Rutter 


