THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

December 14, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday of Advent

In Person & Live Streamed

Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of
language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he
should proclaim the Word of God through music.
~Martin Luther

I have always kept one end in view, namely ... to conduct a
well-regulated church music to the honour of God.
~Johann Sebastian Bach
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand gf able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

LIGHTING OFTHE ALTAR CANDLES Acolyte

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigr announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those Wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in the ﬁont pews at the start cyF the announcement period. Prayer request cards may

be found on the tables at the back of the church.

PRELUDE We Three Kings John Hop]eins Arr. C)/ntbia Dobrinski
Cherry Brook Chimes Handbell Choir

Members in order of appearance:

Karen Needham, Gina Magennis, Cindy Webb, Diana Ferraiuolo, Mary Lou Keefe, Kathy
Pickrell, Donna Hammond, Martha Stansel, Hugh Anderson, Megan Keefe, Judy

Robinson

CALLTOWORSHIP (Based from Psalms)
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
We bring with us the songs of our hearts coming into God's presence with
singing.
From the thunder of the organ to the quiet hush of a single voice, every sound, every
note, every silence is an invitation to meet the Divine.
Enter God's gates with thanksgiving and God's courts with praise. Come,
let us worship God through the gift of music!

*HYMN A Hymn of Praise by Marion Turner
(Back of Chalice Hymnal & sung to OWorship the King, Chalice (Blue) #17)

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER
On this special Sunday, we acknowledge the incredible gift of music that
fills our sanctuary. We recognize the many hours of dedication, practice, and



passion as well as express our heartfelt gratitude for our director, choir, and
all who share their musical gifts. Almighty God, we thank You for using their
commitment to draw us closer to You. May we all be inspired by their
dedication to make our own lives a melody of faith and service. Bless these
faithful servants, O Lord, for their ministry of song. May they know how
deeply their dedication comforts others, and amplifies the power of Your
Gospel.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

LIGHTING OFTHE ADVENT CANDLE — Joy ~ Martha & Paul Stansel
RECOGNITION OF OUR LONG-TERM MEMBERS (see insert)

OFFERING

Today, as we celebrate the ministry of music with the Choir's Cantata let us be mindful that
our giving is also a form of worship, a tangible appreciation of our gratitude. The psalmist
tells us to praise God with all that we are and all that we have. Our financial gifts, just like
the music we will soon delight in, are a vital part of our congregation's ministry. Our
talented Director and Choir members add tremendously to our Sunday worship and help
fund, as do our resources toward the outreach that shares God's love beyond these walls.
Let us prepare our hearts to offer our best gifts to the One who fills our lives with every
good and perfect note. Let us now receive our Sunday morning offering,

OFFERTORY
A Celtic Christmas arr. Audrey Snyder incorporating Suo GanWelsh Carol,
Wexford Carol Trad. Irish



*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy and Generous God, we dedicate these gifts to You. We pray that the money given
today will be used to sustain the sounds of Your gospel: to bring songs of hope to the
discouraged, melodies of comfort to the lonely, and harmonies of justice to a world in
need. Bless the work that these gifts will accomplish, and bless the cheerful hearts of
those who gave them. We offer this in the name of the One who is our life's greatest
music, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns (read)
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

Cantata ~ Please see insert f”

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING: First Congregational Church, Canton Center

Sunday, January 11, 2026 after the 10 am service.

AGENDA
1. Approval of the proposed 2026 budget.
2. Any other business proper to come before said meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

Bev Sealand, Clerk




