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When seen through the eyes of Christ, interruptions aren't delays or intrusions but 

opportunities to live out God's Word and follow in the footsteps of our King. 
~Gretchen Saffles 

 

Stop trying to control your life.  It gets in the way of Divine Intervention. 
~ Chery Richardson 

 

Believing that life interruptions – divine interruptions – are a privilege not only causes 
us to handle them differently but to await them eagerly. 

~ Priscilla Shirer 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

Children will start in Church School returning for Holy Communion. 
 

CHIMES                              Karen Needham      
 

INTROIT      O'er the hill and o'er the Vale          Dr. Neale words   tune In Bernalt Tempore  
  Jim Todd ~ Soloist 
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  Prayer request cards may 
be found on the tables at the back of the church. If you would like to share a concern or joy, please 
fill out the cards and place them in the offering plate.  

 

       
PRELUDE                  In the Bleak Midwinter           Christine Rossetti arr.  Harold Drake 
{During the prelude silently send Christ’s Joy, Peace, & Love, to others in the church & to God’s world} 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP   
The calendar has cycled, and a new page has opened. 

But we do not trust in the turning of the page; we trust in the Maker   
of time.                                                                                                                

The world cries out for our attention. We hang our 2026 calendars, marking our days 
with hectic schedules, appointments, and activities that cause our hearts to race and leave 
us frayed at the edges.  

How can we re-claim peace in a world of hurry, noise, and      
distraction?                                                                                                          

Let us still our hearts and trade our anxious control for the open heart of trust in the 
Divine.   

We come to trade our crowded plans for His perfect presence.     
Come, let us worship the God who meets us in the stillness and the storm.  

Let us worship the God who meets us in the frantic and the still. 
 

 
*HYMN                  We Three Kings of Orient Are                             Pilgrim (Red) #143   
 

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Almighty God, we seek Your guidance in this new year to reduce the outside 
noise of the world and spend time in the quiet of our minds listening for  



Your 'still, small voice.'  We ask dear Lord for the grace of the Sacred Buffer,  
the intentional space between our hectic schedules and Your Divine 
intervention that allows us to breathe, release anxiety, and remain open for 
divine interruptions.  Let this sanctuary be a place where time slows down, 
where the outside world grows dim, and where Your Spirit speaks clearly. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung)                                                                  Chalice (blue), #307 

 

 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 

OFFERING      
As we prepare to give, let us remember the words of Jesus: For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. Today, we choose to place our treasure and our hearts not in the 
frantic demands of the world but trading our anxious control for the quiet assurance of 
Your presence. We will now receive our Sunday morning offering. 
             

  OFFERTORY  
                              March of the Three Kings      Georges Bizet Harmony  Scott Wederbough  
                    Jim Todd ~ Soloist 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
                                  Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of the Stillness and the Storm, we recognize that everything we have is a 
blessing from You. As we offer our gifts today, we create a sacred buffer 
between the world’s demands and Your Divine Intervention in our lives. May 
these tithes and offerings, born from our labor and our time, be used to 
bring  



peace to the hurried and rest to the weary. May our giving be our first act of 
trusting Your presence over our own plans. In Your holy name, Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 

 
Proverbs 16:9 
Mark 5:21-34 

 

SERMON               The Sacred Buffer: Reclaiming Peace through Divine Detours  
 

 

PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH  
 Joys & Concerns (read) ~ Moment of Silence ~ Pastoral Prayer 

 

Meditative Music from the Choir Loft 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Prayer over the Elements 
Serving of the Elements 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are we Lord for filling us with Your presence, a flame of love that 
warms our hearts and renews our spirits.  May this holy meal flow through us 
into the world. We have been guests at Your table. Empower us now to go out 
with the energy of the Spirit ready to put Jesus’ words and being into action: 
to be light to the world, to seek justice, to make peace, to be guardians of 
creation, and following Your will to the glory of Your name. Amen 
 
*HYMN                              Be Still, My Soul                      Pilgrim (Red) #77 

                       
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Amen        

                             
*POSTLUDE                    Shepherd’s Pipe Carol                                                John Rutter  

 

Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


