THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

November 9, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
~Psalm 118:24
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand if able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brigf announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in the front pews at the start qf the announcement period. Prayer request cards may

be found on the tables at the back of the church.
PRELUDE The Song that Nature Sings Ruth Elaine Schram

CALLTO WORSHIP

Good morning! We begin our worship today by embracing the gift of the present
moment. So often, we rush past the beauty, the grace, and the simple gifts God has placed
right in front of us. Let us pause, take a deep breath, and remember that we are here
NOW, not yesterday, not tomorrow.
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us slow down, look around, and notice the glory of God's creation. Look at the person
next to you, the beauty of this sanctuary, and feel your lungs expand in the air we breathe.
Let us find the sacred in the secular, the extraordinary in the ordinary.
We come to be present. We come to receive the gift of life and the joy
we experience when we live in the now.
Let us quiet our hearts, trust that we have no deeds to do and enter into this hour of
worship, feeling fully alive and "groovy" in the presence of God.
Let us sense the Holy Spirit's closeness in and around us, an intimacy
that fills us with joy!

*HYMN Joyful, Joyful,We Adore Thee Pilgrim (Red) #8

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

O Gracious God, Source of all joy, we often find ourselves rushing through
our days, fettered by our to-do lists, constantly moving too fast. We ask Your
forgiveness for the moments we have missed the morning sunlight, the quiet
prayers, and the chance to acknowledge Your constant to speak for justice.



prayers, and the chance to acknowledge Your constant presence and love. We
thank You for gathering us here, calling us out of our haste and into this holy
"now." Help us heed Your ancient command to Be still and know that I am
God. Open our eyes to see the "flowers growing" or the passerby that could
use a smile and gracious hello. As we surrender the anxiety of control, grant
us the easy-going lightness of Your grace. Transform our anxiety into
appreciation, our rushing into rest, and our performance into presence. May
the joy we share today become a spiritual discipline we carry all week long.
In the name of the One who calls us into life, Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

( The youth are excused for Church scbool)
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY *
Song for the Unsung Hero Pamela & Joseph Martin
Senior Choir

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Almighty God, we are so thankful for Your unfailing love and abundant grace.
You have blessed us far beyond what we could ever imagine. Now we present
these offerings to You with joyful hearts. Please multiply them and use them to
glorify Your name, to minister to the needy, and to build up Your church.
Strengthen us to be faithful stewards of all You have given us, so that we may
be a blessing to others. In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we
pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. ~Psalm 118:24
SERMON Life, I LoveYou, All is Groovy: The Spiritual Discipline of Joy

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns (read)
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN How Great Our Joy Refrain: x2
How great our joy! Great, our joy!
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy!
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
FromWhose Abundant Stores Franz ]oseph Haydn
Senior Choir

(Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes)

*POSTLUDE Prelude in Classic Style Michael Callahan



