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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand gf able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brigf announcements from the congregation are welcome. Those wishing to make an announcement

are asked to be in the front pews at the start gr the announcement period. Prayer request cards may

be found on the tables at the back of the church.

PRELUDE There Is Faint Music Nancy Buckley/ Dan Forrest

CALLTO WORSHIP
Friends, look around you. The Holy Spirit is like living water that flows even through the
driest season. God is here, and the ground we stand upon, the very space where we
gather, is fertile with possibility. We do not come today to remember only what was
parched or barren, but to claim the new thing God is doing right now.
We recognize the dust and the dryness within us, and we come
because we hope in the power of the Gardener to bring forth life
where we least expect it.
Sometimes our hope feels like a tiny seed buried deep in the earth, easily forgotten. But
God is the One who tends, who waters, and who promises a harvest of justice and joy.
The presence of God is the sunlight that draws us upward and outward.
Our hope is not passive; it is actively growing and nurturing us.We
open ourselves to the grace that gives new strength to the weary and
pushes unexpected green shoots through hardened soil.
So come, weary souls, and receive fresh nourishment. Come, uncertain hearts, and find
your roots in Christ. Come, let us worship the God who transforms barrenness into
beauty and brings forth life in all its unexpected glory!
Let the seed of hope sprout within us! Let the work of God flourish!
Amen!

*HYMN Come,Ye Thankful People Come Chalice (Blue) #718



*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gracious God, Source of all creation and Light of the World, as we step into
this Advent season, we pause amidst the realities of our lives and our world.
We bring before you the struggles we see, the conflicts abroad, the divisions
at home, and the anxieties we carry in our hearts. We thank You for the gift
of hope, which refuses to let us succumb to despair. Open our eyes this
morning, O God, that we may not only recognize Your presence but also see
the small, unexpected moments of goodness and love You scatter like seeds in
our daily paths. Stir within us the courage to choose Active Hope: the kind
that steps out to mend relationships, the kind that volunteers time, and the
kind that listens before speaking. Prepare our hearts to receive the promise
of Your Light and empower us to be its reflection in a world yearning for
peace. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

LIGHTING OFTHE ADVENT CANDLE — HOPE ~ Readers Joan & Dennis Noel

( The youth are excused for Church school)
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The Holly Tree Carol Traditional English Carol Donald Moore arr.
Senior Choir
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy and Generous God, we dedicate these gifts to Your service. Bless these
offerings, not just as dollars and cents, but as tangible expressions of the
active hope that lives within us. Multiply their impact, that through them, we
may build bridges where walls once stood, offer comfort where anxiety
persists, and shine a light into the unexpected places of our community. Use
these resources to cultivate a harvest of unity, kindness, and love, starting
here, and spreading outward, until the whole world knows Your peace. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 40: 28-31
Titus 2:11-14

SERMON Advent's Hope: Don't Just Wait, Activate!

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns (read)
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN All My hope on God Is Founded Pﬂgrim (Red) #339
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen
Awake Awake Marty Haugen
Senior Choir

(Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes)

*POSTLUDE The Christmas Star Kimmie Rhodes/Kevin Savagar

Worship is ended ~ OQOur Service Now Begins



