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Message from the pastor ...

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight. ~Proverbs 3:5-6

Many of you have shared your feelings of anxiety and frustration about a world that seems so different than years
back. | share those feelings often—the sense that our world is stuck on magnifying divisions and fueling cynicism.
When we feel overwhelmed by the negativity around us, we risk becoming bitter or losing heart entirely. That is
why | am writing this month for each of us to reflect on the simple, profound wisdom found in Max Ehrmann’s
"Desiderata." Ehrmann’s poem is a timeless piece of counsel that echoes the deep truths of our faith regarding
grace and strength. It offers a spiritual road map for finding an anchor of inner peace right where you are.

The poem instructs us on how to live well in community: As far as possible without surrender be on good terms
with all persons. This requires grace—the divine capacity to meet others where they are, without letting their flaws
or opinions derail our own peace. It also requires strength—the internal discipline to nurture strength of spirit to
shield you in sudden misfortune and to speak your truth quietly and clearly.

Ehrmann urges us to Go placidly amid the noise and haste and remember what peace there may be in silence.
This is a call to intentionally quiet our hearts and minds much like the Psalmist who wrote, Be still, and know that |
am God. This profound act of stillness reminds us that our true purpose is to keep peace with our own souls and
with the God who created us. It is this faith, trusting that the universe is unfolding as it should, which expresses our
belief in God’s ultimate authority and loving dominion over all things.

Let us reject the anxiety that the world tries to impose and, following the counsel of both Ehrmann and Christ,
focus on the goodness of this day:

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
~Matthew 6:34

Desiderata by Max Ehrmann 1927 ~ Desiderata - Words for Life

Go placidly amid the noise and haste and remember what peace there may be in silence. As far as possible without
surrender be on good terms with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even the dull and the
ignorant; they too have their story. Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations to the spirit. If you compare
yourself with others, you may become vain and bitter; for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession
in the changing fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. But let this not
blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals; and everywhere life is full of heroism. Be yourself.
Especially, do not feign affection. Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as
perennial as the grass. Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the things of youth. Nurture strength of
spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue
and loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are a child of the universe, no less than the
trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it
should. Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be, and whatever your labors and aspirations, in the
noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul. With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.

Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.


https://soundcloud.com/anton-jarvis-206182017/desiderata-by-max-ehrmann
https://allpoetry.com/Desiderata---Words-for-Life
https://soundcloud.com/anton-jarvis-206182017/desiderata-by-max-ehrmann

The Churchmouse Page 2

WORSHIP MINISTRY

All Sunday services at 10:00 a.m. In person and live streamed on our website and YouTube.

Oct. 5  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 19  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
with Communion

Oct. 12 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 26 ~ Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
(4th Sunday Food Collection)
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Deacons’ Bench
Vicki Rees, Deacon

Through some of Kurt's sermons and discussions with fellow congregants over the past few weeks, there
has been lots of talk about the changing of the seasons; the fresh start that comes with the beginning of the
Fall season each year, including the reintroduction of routines. Feelings vary as this change occurs.

For some, there is a feeling of overwhelm with the “busy-ness” of back-to-school, kids’ sports, return to work,
and end to the summer vacation season. Sometimes, this new season includes a return to Church as well.
With the “fresh start” of Fall, many feel a sense of peace, as living with routines offers psychological benefits,
improved mental health and a return to healthy habits. And yet, some prefer the “loosey-goosey” nature of a
perpetually relaxed lifestyle with no routines built in, preferring novelty and a sense of freedom. Many mention
the return to Church at the beginning of the Fall season as another such routine. For some, this leads to a feeling
of “guilt” about absence from the physical Church meeting place, services, and Church-related events. In our
Church, it seems nobody is ever made to feel that way, but | do feel it is important to remind ourselves that when
we are doing our best to do ALL we can to fulfill responsibilities, desires, and obligations, it is good enough.

| have a favorite book by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie, called “Good Enough: 40ish Devotionals for
a Life of Imperfection”. In it, | recently read the following passage and wanted to share it.

WHAT KIND OF FAITH IS ‘GOOD ENOUGH’?

e Agood enough faith will establish a sort of rhythm of life to sustain momentum. These are
not an effort to ensure 7 Steps to Guaranteed SainthoodTM, but rather to remind us that
closeness with God is not just a question of belief. It is also in the small actions we can take.

e Agood enough faith is not reaching for the impossible. We can’t be everything to everyone,
or even enough for ourselves. We're human.

e Agood enough faith looks for beauty and truth in what’s possible. No, not everything is
possible. But we will hunt for the places where we can find an opportunity for a little more.
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Christian Education News
Jody Swan, Director of Faith Formation

As we head into October at Canton Center Church, youth will focus
on the word promise. This word will guide our learning, our projects, and our service as we grow together in faith!

Our two scriptures this month are:
o Genesis 28:15: “| am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.”
o 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For all the promises of God has made, they are, “Yes in Christ.”

These verses remind us that God’s promises are trustworthy and everlasting. No matter where we go or what
challenges we face, God’s word stands true.

Throughout the month of October, in the Godly Play room we will ook closely at the lives of Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Each of these individuals experienced God’s promises in unique and powerful ways:

« Abraham and Sarah: God promised them descendants as numerous as the stars,
even when it seemed impossible. Their faith was rewarded with the birth of Isaac.

« lIsaac: As the child of promise, Isaac’s life continued the covenant God made with Abraham.

« Jacob: Despite his struggles and mistakes, God’s promise remained with Jacob,
assuring him of protection and blessing.

« Joseph: Through his hardships, Joseph held onto God’s promise, saving his family and others.
By exploring these stories, we learn how to trust in God’s promises even when the path is uncertain or difficult.
Their journeys encourage us to believe that God is always working for our good.
Our Nursery Room
is ready for busingss
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Sandwiches for Brian’s Angels: On October 26t we

Angels. This outreach effort provides food and hope to
those in need, reflecting Jesus’ heart for serving others.

I
I
will continue our mission of making sandwiches for Brian's |
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Staff News from the Personnel Committee

On September 22nd the church received a letter of resignation from Kirsten DiMattia, our
Administrative Assistant. During her ten years with us Kristen has been a true professional
in running the church office. All of us who have worked with her know very well how
thorough, dependable and reliable she is. We will miss her greatly and wish her the very
best in whatever her next adventure is.

Kristen’s last day of work will be October 22nd, so while it may be difficult to replace
her, we must begin the search process. We plan to post the position locally and on
Indeed.com. At the same time we ask for your help. If anyone may have an interest,

or know of any good candidates to refer, or have suggestions on other ways to bridge the
gap and seek the right person, please contact Pastor Kurt or any member of the Personnel
Committee listed below.

Thank you Kristen!

Hugh Anderson
Cora Mutch
Phil LeGeyt
Phil Doyle

The Scrip table is open in the Parish Hall every Sunday during coffee hour. Stop by to see what gift cards
we have available for immediate purchase, for ordering to pick up the following week, or to just find out
more about our program.

Scrip is a fundraising program our church been participating in for over 9 years! Church members can
purchase gift cards for over 600 retailers. You pay face value, but the church buys them for less, thus the
fundraising! Every time you buy a card through us, you’re raising money for our church! You can order in
person, online or through the RaiseRight app. If you’re not in church, feel free to email or call / text anytime
— levine429@gmail.com or 860-371-1016. They even have a program where you can earn extra money for
the church with your regular online shopping (no gift card required).

In order to continue and grow on our success, we need more shoppers! You don’t have to make a purchase
every week, or even every month. Give it a try if you haven’t yet — every single purchase helps! While most
people think of buying gift cards for presents, you can also just buy them for yourself to use in place of cash
or credit at local grocery stores, restaurants and department stores. If you’re spending the money anyway,
why not help our church in the process? As we head toward the Christmas season, we’ll also be collecting
gift cards for Canton Social Services and Wellmore again soon — stay tuned!

We’d also love to have more people to help run the table during coffee hour.
Even if you can only commit to once a month or less it would help a lot.
See Casey or Karen if you can lend a hand.

Thank you, as always, for your support!



mailto:levine429@gmail.com
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Missions & Outreach COMMUNI

Martha Stansel

Mission & Outreach Collection for October

Our Missions Box Collection for the month of October will benefit two organizations that help people in
y /" our area who are facing crises which make it difficult to meet basic needs. As we have done for several

years, we are collecting clean, useable adult and child sized winter coats to be donated to Gifts of Love
in Avon (giftsoflovect.org) According to their website, “The individuals and families we serve often face a
short-term crisis in their lives due to reduced working hours, illness, divorce, death of a spouse/mate, domestic abuse,
or a significant unexpected increase in expenses. They are hardworking people who simply cannot make ends
meet....By helping them meet their family’s most basic needs — food on the table or a winter coat — we enable them to
focus on putting their lives back in order and regaining their self-sufficiency.”

Gifts of Love

Their website states, “At Hands of Grace our mission is to help individuals and families experiencing a
674 Grtace | financial crisis meet their basic needs so that they can achieve and maintain self-sufficiency. We offer

" help with food, clothing, and household goods. We provide not only material items, but also a warm,

supportive atmosphere based on the Love of Christ.” Linda McAllister, a faithful volunteer at Hands of Grace, let us
know that they are currently in need of shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, travel size tubes of toothpaste, and coffee.

3 #\;a We are also collecting items that are needed at Hands of Grace (handsofgracect.org) in New Hartford.

Dhank. 1100

Thank you to everyone who generously donated pet food in September to be shared between
Beacon of Light Rescue and the Canton Food Bank,

In partnership with Faith Formation: At the Missions Committee Cake Auction in the Spring, we stated
that part of the money earned would be used to sponsor a child through Matsiko. The Missions Committee
felt this sponsorship would be a great opportunity to partner with Jody and the children in Faith Formation.
When the choir was here, a young man named Moses was chosen as our sponsoree. Jody and the
Missions Committee hope this will become a meaningful experience for the children.

= ., The children in Faith Formation will also be participating in mission work
é\' Brian's Angels  when they make ham and cheese and turkey and cheese sandwiches
> vomeusss ouTReACH for Brian’s Angels on September 28, October 26t, and November 23rd.

Knitting Ministry: |f you want more information about how to participate in the Knitting
Ministry (and maybe crocheting), listen for further information or speak to Rebecca Glinsman.
If you know someone who might benefit from receiving one of these shawls/blankets, speak
to Kristen Oswald, one of the Deacons, or Pastor Kurt. Donations of yarn are much
appreciated and can be left in the Missions Box or given to Rebecca.

Upcoming ?2?222222?
The Missions Committee is developing two additional outreach and comfort ministries which we hope
to introduce soon. Meanwhile, can you figure out what we might be doing with creatures and squares?
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Church

= M . A S

Chicken Die Supper
Y N

184 Cherry Brook Road
(Rt. 179, 1.25 miles North of Rt. 44)

Volunteers Needed

Please consider volunteering for the
Annual Chicken Pie Supper
and have an evening of
food, fellowship, and fun!

If you have never worked on the event,
don’t worry, we'll make sure
you get all the information you need.
The jobs are broken down into segments
that can be handled by anyone.

Please help, you'll be glad you did!

Watch for sign up sheets
on the kitchen door.

> Phesd L A% SNl supper: 4-7 pin

Chicken Pie Supper Co-chairs: (hicken Pie * Gravy * Mashed Potatoes * Turnips * Gre?n Beans - (oleslaw
Karen Needham, Kathy Pickrell & Jim Magennis *Rolls * Cranberry Sauce <« Beverage <« Pie for Dessert

$17. ~ Adults  § 7. ~ Children under 12.
Tickets can be purchased at the event.

Eﬂnl‘ Ir mannn

Wider Church Fellowship Events

There will be an informational The Wider Church Committee met to
meeting for participants of plan our annual events for the year:
confirmation class Thanksgiving Potluck, A Christmas Carol & lunch in Riverton,
Sunday, October 19th Italian Dinner, Chili cook-off & games, etc.

after the sermon We also discussed things like a movie night

in the lower-level corner room. and various local jaul}ts.

Parents and youth will meet for We’d love to hear your ideas!

thirty minutes to go over plans and Have a chat with Casey, Geri, Linda or Craig

answer questions with Pastor Kurt. if you have thoughts about what would make a fun event.
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OCTOBER 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Diaconate
7:00 pm Bell Choir
5:30 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
5 Choir9am 6 7 8 9 10 11
Worship &
Communion
10:00 am Bell Choir
5:30 pm
AA Annual Mtg.
AA 4-10 pm
AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
12 Choir9am |13 14 15 16 17 18
Worship CHICKEN
10:00 am PIE SUPPER
Trustees Council ST
7:00 pm 7:00 pm Bell Choir 47P.M
5:30 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
19 Choir9am |20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship
10:00 am Garden Club Garden Club
nformational Mt Set up Luncheon
nformational Mtg. 8-3 i .
for Confirmation pm 83 pm B;_ I?I’OC hoir
Classes 11 am U pm .
AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
26 Choir9am |27 28 29 30 31
Worship
10:00 am
4th Sunday Bell Choir
Food Collection 5:30 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm
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