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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT November 2025

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be thankful. ~Colossians 3:15

Message from the pastor...

Dear Church Family,

The first Thanksgiving, a harvest feast between the Wampanoag Indians and Plymouth colo-
nists, was held in 1621. Years later, on October 3, 1789, President George Washington assigned
Thursday the 26th day of November to be devoted by the People of these States to the ser-
vice of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was,
that is, or that will be.

As I read Washington's words, I immediately think of the many blessings in my own life, and T
pray you feel just as grateful. While our national holiday has certainly evolved since those early
days, now often celebrated with a greater emphasis on family, food, and football, the focus of
our gratitude may have shifted. For our forefathers, both the Pilgrims and the early citizens
under |chshing‘ron, the focus was clearly directed toward the great and glorious Being, God
Himself.

These historical moments remind us of a time when the acknowledgment of God as the source
of blessing was a public and shared value. Today, the noise and commercialism surrounding the
holiday can easily cause us to forget the true Author of our blessings. The holiday is rich with
tradition, but we must be intentional about maintaining its spiritual root.

Is it possible, I wonder, to find solace even when we are struggling with difficulties? We can
choose to remember the many blessings and the wonderful grace of God in our lives. Instead of
looking only at the negatives, let us look at the positives and offer thanksgiving o the Lord
who gave us life and created all the beauty that surrounds us.

Our nation's tradition of Thanksgiving may have shifted, but as Christ's followers, our focus is
to be thankful, not just for the feast on the table, but for the Giver of all good things. Let us
lift our thanks to God for all His provision, grace, and faithfulness.

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus ~ I Thessalonians 5:16-18

Blessings and Love in Christ,
Pastor Kurt
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WORSHIP MINISTRY
Nov. 2 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Communion
Sun( ay Nov. 9 Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

N WOrS 1' Nov.16  Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
#, - Nov. 23  Twenty-Fourth Pentecost
1 5d1eﬁ Thanksgiving Sunday, Potluck
e { Nov.30  First Sunday of Advent

Deacons’ Bench
Phil Doyle, Deacon

As the turn of the year approaches, members of the Diaconate begin to consider the
future makeup of the group. We know the Nominating Committee will soon be
requesting suggestions, since they must begin the process to replace the departing
two senior deacons. If asked to be nominated, I urge members to respond positively.

I am pretty sure that [ am currently on my third term on the Diaconate, serving
with four ministers, and during transition periods. Every period of service has
been enriching. It has been wonderful working with each pastor, and getting to
understand their unique approach to ministry. Almost nothing is static in the
Diaconate. The Sunday service slowly evolves to meet the needs of the
congregation, reflecting the approach of the minister, and to a degree, the
personality of the Diaconate members.

When serving, most members of the Diaconate feel a particularly intimate
relationship to the Church. The Diaconate places you at the heart of the worship
service; it 1s humbling and remarkably rewarding. Like me, if you are asked to
consider serving, you may feel not quite suited for the task, and may be inclined
to decline. When asked, please reflect, keep an open mind and take a chance.

I have found the time on the Diaconate speeds past as you enjoy every moment.
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Music Notes WORSHIP MINISTRY

Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music

When the early news of the Chicken Pie Supper came forth, and Karen advertised it in church one Sunday, I
spoke up and said I would run the Bake sale. Marianne B. had been running the Harvest Fair for several years
and decided to retire. That Sunday I asked Gail MacBeth to be my co-chair and happily she accepted. As time
progressed she was actively taking part in the planning and also talking to Marianne about equipment and advice
and so forth. I was truly thankful because my life had become quite complicated.

The fair was certainly a success largely because of Gail and also the many great bakers in our church and also
those who donated gifts to be raffled off. Therefore I am declaring that Gail was the chair of the Harvest Fair and
Bake sale and Harriet and Rebecca, and I and others were her helpers. I am most thankful to all of you and we
did good!!!

Special thanks to Bristol's farm for their donation of corn, squash, onions ,potatoes, and pumpkins. Also special
thanks to Marty Post who owns and runs the apple orchard in New Hartford and contributed four large bags of 4
different kinds of apples.

Thank you ~ Mary Lou

Welcome to the Pastor's Corner...

The energy, ideas, and visions shared during our recent Second Hour conversation were inspiring. To keep that
vital discussion alive and moving forward I have created this dedicated space for "what's happening in our
church" bulletin board. Our conversation listed the possibilities of things we could begin to engage in now and
ideas for future events. Thank you to Mary Lou for allowing us to transform the bulletin board by her office in-
to our church’s Vision Board. This space is your direct connection to the momentum driving Canton Center
Church this year and beyond. Think of this as your weekly guide to knowing what's happening and how you can
be a part of it. Stop by every Sunday to see the latest developments, share an idea, and find your next step.

What You'll Find Here...
Grow Your Faith: Sign-up sheets for Bible Studies, Book Groups, and Discipleship paths. Find the resources to
deepen your spiritual life.

Our Shared Vision: Updates on new projects and exciting ideas for our future. See where we are going and
how you can help us get there.

A Call to Serve: Ways to volunteer, mission opportunities, and specific prayer needs for our church and
community.

Your Voice & Ideas: A dedicated spot for your feedback, suggestions, and ministry dreams. Suggest sermon
topics/themes; favorite hymns; scripture passages to share and discuss in a small group. Share your ideas for
church life on the sticky notes in the '[dea Corner'!

Connect & Celebrate: Photos of church events, member celebrations (newborns, weddings), and inspirational
quotes. Look for sign-up sheets (e.g., hospitality, prayer team).

Grow. Serve. Connect.
Make it a habit!
This isn't just a bulletin board—it's the Launchpad for our church's next chapter. Stop by every Sunday to see
the latest development, vision, or share an idea, so we can walk together into our future.

Let's grow together!

Pastor Kurt
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Wider Church Fellowship

Upcoming Events

November is here and what we call the
“holiday season” is right around the
corner. There is no better way to get a
jump start on the festivities than the
annual Canton Center Thanksgiving
Potluck luncheon! Always held on the
Sunday before Thanksglvmg, that is
November 23" this year. There will be a
sign-up on the kitchen door soon, if it’s
not there already. We’ll be looking for 3
-4 turkeys, plus all the sides and desserts.
Come and join us!

We will also soon have tickets for sale to
see A Christmas Carol in Riverton.

We will be attending the Ipm show on
Saturday, December 6™ and hope to
enjoy lunch together at the Riverton Inn
prior. More details to come! No matter
how many times you see the show, it is
always such a great time.

We’d love to hear your ideas for other
events throughout the year! Have a chat
with Casey, Geri, Linda or Craig if you
have thoughts you’d like to share.
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THANKSGI VL.

POT LUCK

Our annual Sundagforelhanksgiving
pot luck meal will take place after the
service oNovember 23.

Sponsored each year by the
Wider Church Fellowship Committee,
this event brings our church family toget
to enjoy a Thanksgixshge lunch.

We will need a few people
to bring roasted turkeys and
others to bring side dishes and desser

Please see the sign up sheet
on the kitchen door.

her

[S.

Services for Marilyn LaRose ~ November 7th

Calling Hours 9:30 - 11 am in Parish Hall
Service 11 am

Reception following service at Farmington Woods

ol

Thank you to all who helped
with the Chicken Pie Supper
and Harvest Fair.

We truly appreciated
everyoneds hel p!
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Director of Faith Formation FAITH FORMATION MIN[STRY

Jody Swan

As we approach the month of November, youth will focus on the theme of Guidance in Church School: This
important theme will help our children explore how God leads and cares for us through times of journey,
decision, and growth.

Scripture focus:

1 Exodus 13:21 — “By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.”

1 Psalm 119:105 — “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
These passages remind us of God’s constant presence and guidance in our lives.

In our Godly Play Room, the children will learn about The Great Family. We will explore the story of the
Exodus, focusing on how God guided the Israclites and what that means for us today. Children will also
engage with “The Ten Best Ways,” helping them understand the loving instructions God gives us for living
together in harmony and faith.

On November 23", we will continue our mission of making sandwiches for Brian’s Angels. This outreach
effort provides food and hope for those in need. See pictures below of last month’s sandwich making.
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A huge heartfelt thank you to all who contributed and/or worked another successful
Chicken Pie Supper! ~ Gina & Jim Magennis, Karen Needham & Kathy Pickrell
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES

The Perfect time to Scrip!

November is here! This time of year always flies by for me. The days are
suddenly much shorter — and colder. It also means that Christmas will be here
before we know it!

Are you someone who likes to get a jump on their Christmas shopping? Visit
the Scrip table any Sunday during coffee hour or email me to get a full list of
all 600+ brands available through the program. You can make your list and
have time to check it more than twice! Or are you more of a “wait until it’s
closer” kind of shopper? No worries! Gift Cards through Scrip are always
here for you! We’ll be taking orders right through December 14" to get
physical cards in time for Christmas. Or if you are really last minute — you can
order e-cards through December 22™! If you’re not in church, you can always
call, text or email me (860-371-1016 or levine429@gmail. com) or you can
place an order online or through the RaiseRight app. Reach out to me for our
church’s unique enrollment code if you wish to place an order electronically.

We’re also collecting gift cards on behalf of the missions committee for both
Wellmore and Canton Social Services. Last year, we donated over $2200 in
gift cards that were split between these organizations. They were beyond
appreciative! We’ll be collecting cards again through the whole month of
November. See me at the Scrip table for more details, or check out the article
from the Missions committee also found in this newsletter.

Scrip cards are available for over 600 retailers — from large chain stores and
restaurants to smaller national shops, and lots of online retailers. We even
have Visa cards available in various denominations — with no activation fee
that you would pay if you bought them in the store. Of course, grocery stores
remain our most popular cards - Stop & Shop and Shop Rite are available
every week in different denominations. The ways you can use Scrip gift cards
are only limited by your imagination! And don’t forget that every card you
purchase — big or small — earns money for our church.

Thanks, as always, for your support!

Casey
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Missions & Outreach COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY
Martha Stansel, Chair

Wilaa1VIIs & WulicCavll INeWo

November Churchmouse from Missions and Outreach

Missions Box: Thank you to everyone who donated to our October collection of coats for Gifts of Love as
well as toiletries and Thanksgiving dinner items for Hands of Grace.

Our November collections will help Wellmore and Canton Senior and Social Services prepare for the
Christmas season. Based on past experience, we know the congregation will be very generous.

We’re collecting Target and Walmart gift cards for Wellmore, and they’re super easy to purchase at the
Scrip table. You can choose to donate specific cards, or you can donate money and Casey will figure out
which cards are needed. Gift cards should be purchased by Sunday, November 30", so Wellmore has
time to distribute them to their clients.

Canton Senior & Social Services has requested gift cards for Walmart, Target, Kohl’s, ShopRite, CVS,
Amazon, and gas station gift cards. These cards can also be donated or purchased at the Scrip table. Senior
and Social Services has also requested donations of toys so that parents and grandparents will have a
chance to make choices for their children. Toys can be left in the Missions Box. Gift cards and toys should
also be donated by November 30" so we have time to deliver them by Social Service’s December 4™
deadline.

Knitting Mission: The Knitting Mission continues to need donations of yarn. In addition to blankets and
shawls, the knitters will be starting a new project. Watch for more details during November. Yarn can be
left in the Missions Box or given to Rebecca Glinsman.

Brian’s Angels Sandwiches: Thank you to Jody and the children in Faith Formation for continuing to
make ham and cheese and turkey and cheese sandwiches once a month.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christds message of | ov
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.
An Open and Affirming Congregation
Artisan Fair
November 22, 2025
10:00-2:00
Pl ease join us for our 2nd anndal Art
Come shop our many vendors for that per
The first 100 attendees wil/l recelive a |
Stop at our dAcoffee shopo for coffefe, hot
Seasonal treats and baked goods|will a
We will also have a tea cup rafflejof ite
Raffle tickets will $1.00 per tlicket
We wi | | be sharing the day with [Trinit)
and their Quality Street Fair as we del ebr a:
When you visit one fair, get a APassport
Bring that passport to the secon@l churc
and enter it in a special raffl el for an
More information will be available as t
I f you have any questions, pl ease spdak to

Happy Thanksgiving

AUt DAL

|
IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATI’HER
|

Please tune to:

WEFSB Channeld® NBC CT

|

i
News Channels :
|
|
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Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
AA 11:00 pm
2  Worship & 3 4 5 6 7 8
Communion Service for
10:00 am Deacons Cub Scouts Maril LaR
, ) 6:30 pm yn LaRose
. _ Meeting p .
Choir 4:30 pm 7:00 pm Calling Hrs
Handbell Chojr 9:3611 am
AFAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 11 am Svc| AA 11:00 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship Trustee 7:0fm
: Council
10:00 am Choir 4:30 pm Meeting
Choir & Guest _
5:15 pm 7:00 pm | Handbell Cholr
7:00 pm .
AAJACA 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
TISAN
Worship _ AR
10:00 am Choir 4:30pm Decoratingfol @qs hr * mr ds Bt oF§R
Choir & Guest Artisan Fair 10-2 pm
5:15 pm 10 am Handbell Choijr
AA/ACA 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm 7:00 pm AA 11:00 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Worship 10 am _
4th Sun Food Collection Choir 4:30 pm
Thanksgiving Choir & Guest
Potluck 5:15 pm
AA/ACA 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 prh
30
Worship
10:00 am




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
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The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Christine Motasky
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:

Jody Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org




