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Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage  
is also what it takes to sit down and listen.  

~Winston Churchill 
 

It takes two to speak the truth: one to speak, and another to hear.  
~Henry David Thoreau 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 

CHIMES                        Karen Needham      
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an announcement 
are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.  Prayer request cards may 
be found on the tables at the back of the church.  

      Children are excused for Church School returning for Holy Communion 
 

PRELUDE               Lighting the  Way                                                              Will Todd  
(During the prelude silently send Christ’s Joy, Peace, & Love, to others in the church & to God’s world) 
               
CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

  GOOD MORNING MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST.  We gather today 
from a world filled with constant noise and distraction. We carry the burdens of endless 
tasks and unceasing demands on our attention. 

We seek a place where we can truly rest and listen. 
Scripture reminds us that there is a time for everything: a time for silence, and a time for 
speaking.  Together we will seek out this rhythm of wisdom and faith. 

Let us quiet our hearts, so that we may hear the still, small voice of 
God. 
Let us worship God who speaks in the stillness and calls us to action in the world.  

Let us worship God in silence, supplication, and in song! 
 

*HYMN                         For All the Saints                                    Chalice (Blue) #637  
 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

God of love and grace, we open our ears and mouths to balance the times of 
silence and the times we should speak.  Help us during the times we have 
been too loud to hear Your voice, and for the times we have been too silent 
to speak for justice.  Today, we pray for the grace of balance. Tune our hearts 
to the power of the pause, that we might listen deeply to Your guiding, 
loving, Spirit. When the opportunity to speak is right, fill our lungs with  



courage and love, that we may break our silence to comfort the afflicted, 
challenge the oppressor, and share the hope of Christ. May our worship here 
be the sacred practice that prepares us to live justly in the world. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung)                   Chalice (blue), #307 
 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 
  

OFFERING                     
Your gifts are not simply offerings of money; they are a voice. They speak volumes about 
what we value and where we see God at work. They allow this community to speak 
comfort, truth, and hope into a noisy world. Let us now receive our Sunday morning 
offering knowing our resources will spotlight the living example of Christ's love. 
     
 

  OFFERTORY  
          Come to the Water       John Foley 
                                          Senior Choir                 arr. Craig Courney and Lynda Hasseler 
       
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

God of Silence and Action, we dedicate these gifts to the work of this church, 
trusting You will guide us to do what You intend. May this offering enable us 
to break the silence that restricts us from speaking the truth for the voiceless 
and to live as faithful examples of Christ's love. Bless these gifts, and bless 
our willingness to serve, that we may always find the sacred balance between 
listening to Your call and acting with love. 

 

  

 

 

 

                                      



 

                                                             SCRIPTURE 

 
Proverbs 10:17-19, Acts 4: 16-30, James 1:19-25 

SERMON             A Time to Be Silent, A Time to Speak: The Balance of Faith  

  

PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH  
 Joys & Concerns (read)  

 Moment of Silence  
 Pastoral Prayer 

                Meditative Music from the Choir Loft 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 Invitation 

Prayer over the Elements 
Serving of the Elements 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are we Lord for filling us with Your presence, a flame of love that 
warms our hearts and renews our spirits.  May this holy meal flow through us 
into the world. We have been guests at Your table. Empower us now to go out 
with the energy of the Spirit ready to put Jesus’ words and being into action: 
to be light to the world, to seek justice, to make peace, to be guardians of 
creation, and following Your will to the glory of Your name. Amen 
                             
*HYMN                      God Be With You Till We Meet Again                   Pilgrim (Red) #61 
  
*BENEDICTION  

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Teach Me in every State                          Floyd Werle 
                                  
*POSTLUDE                                        Allegretto Innocente                      Franz Joseph Haydn  
         

 

Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 


