THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

October 26, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed
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To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the greatest adventure,
to find him, the greatest human achievement. ~Saint Augustine

God's thoughts of you are many, let not yours be few in return. ~Charles Spurgeon

The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good,
but that God will make us good because He loves us. ~ C.S. Lewis
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand if able. Bold denotes unison response.
CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Those Wisbing to make a brigp announcement are asked to be in thefront pews at the start thhe
announcement period. Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back @f the church.

PRELUDE Beautiful Jesus arr. Bruce Carlton Polish Carol

CALLTO WORSHIP

We gather today to Worship the God who is worthy of our
total devotion and commitment.

Let us put aside the world's distractions
and focus our primary attention on Him.

The Scriptures remind us: whatever your task, put your whole soul into it,
serving the Lord and not just humans.

We are here to dedicate our very best to the One who gave His
ultimate best for us. Let us Worship God with sincerity and
monumental commitment!

*HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King Pilgrim (Red) Ho64

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Almighty God, we thank You for the gift of this new day and this sacred
space to gather.We ask dear Lord, that You grant us the courage to be
faithful servants undertaking all things as though doing them for You. Help
us in our daily tasks, whether we are working at our jobs or serving in
retirement, as true acts of worship bringing honor to Your Name. Align our
will with Yours, so that we reflect Your presence in all our encounters.

May our lives become a testament to Your glory. Amen.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

OFFERING

When we bring offerings, we are not simply funding a budget; we are making a statement
about where our true focus lies. In our weekly offering we demonstrate the same spirit of
total devotion that we are challenged to live out in every area of our lives, acknowledging
God as our ultimate Superior and Provider. Let us now receive our Sunday morning offering,
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‘ ' ' ' OFFERTORY ‘ ‘ ‘
Speak, O Lord Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
Senior Choir arr. Mary MacDonald
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Lord Jesus, we pray that You would use our full effort—our time, our talent,
and our treasure—to serve Your Kingdom. May these gifts, combined with
wholehearted dedication, become a living, breathing monument to Your
faithfulness. Bless this offering, and bless the hands that offered it, that we
may always strive to do more than our part for Your honor. Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)



SCRIPTURE

Colossians 3:1-4,12-17,23 Pew Bible pg. 957

SERMON Honoring the Lord:The Character cf Monumental Commitment

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns (read)
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN I Would Be True Pilgrim (Red) #489

*BENEDICTION
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ give you the strength
to leave this place and live a life of monumental commitment.
Our whole body and soul are His.
Remember the challenge: to approach every task, your work, your family, and your
service as if you were doing it for the Lord, and not for humans. Let your truth,
your kindness, and your integrity be your most authentic sermon to the world.
We will refuse to cut corners, but strive to do more than our part.
May your ordinary days be transformed into an offering of worship, and may the joy of
the Lord be the fuel that drives your devotion. Go forth, serve with your whole heart and
soul, and in all things, bring honor to the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Let us go forth and serve!

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Peace I Leave withYou Matthew Gandorf
Senior Choir

{Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes}

*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell

Worship is ended ~ QOur Service Now Begins



