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The Breathing Church: Inhale Nurture, Exhale Mission 

 
Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked, in which you can walk with love & reverence.  ~Henry David Thoreau 

 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.   ~ Ephesians 4:2 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.   ~ Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
Office 860-693-4581  E-mail: office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

www.cantoncenterchurch.org 



 
 

~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 
 

CHIMES                     Karen Needham      
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Those wishing to make a brief  announcement are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the 
announcement period.  Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back of the church.  

       
PRELUDE                               The Song that Nature Sings                Ruth Elain Schram    
               
CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

The Lord calls us together, not to stand idle, but to forge ahead in our faith. We are called 
to be The Breathing Church: to Inhale Nurture, and Exhale Mission. 
 We come to receive strength, to be rooted in God's love, and to care 
 for one another.  We come to Inhale Nurture. 
The Holy Spirit has come upon us to empower us as witnesses—in our homes, our 
community, and to the ends of the earth. 
 We come ready to share the grace we have received, to move out with 
 compassion and courage. We come to Exhale Mission. 
Look around and see the strength of a unified Church. When one member suffers, we all 
suffer. When one member is honored, we all rejoice. Our internal strength prepares us for 
external service. 
 Let us stand together, rooted and connected, so that we may walk the 
 path of discipleship. Let us worship God! 
 
*HYMN                                We Gather Together                         Pilgrim (Red) #21  
            
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Holy God, Source of all Life and the Breath of our Being, we come to this 
place, drawn by Your love, seeking to walk the path You set before us. Today, 
we look to the image of the trees—each trunk strong, yet their branches 
intertwined. We pray that You would make us true to this vision within our 
congregation. Slow our rush, quiet our anxieties, and make us deeply aware 
of the person sitting beside us. Help us to tend to the unseen work of our  



spiritual roots—our prayer, our study, and our care for one another—so that 
we may stand strong united in our efforts to build a healthy, strong, 
supportive church community. As we do, strengthen us to turn outward, 
carrying the love we receive here into our communities and out to the world. 
May the health we cultivate within these walls be the power that compels us 
to witness and serve.  May this hour of worship prepare us for the work of 
the week, making us a church that is truly alive, constantly breathing in Your 
Spirit and breathing out Your grace. Amen. 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

(The youth are excused for Church school) 

  

OFFERING                            
            

  OFFERTORY  
               When in Our Music God Is Glorified                 Dan McAFee                                                               
          Senior Choir 
       
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   

 



 

 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
   

God of provision, we thank You for the ability to give. Bless these resources 
and the time and talents they represent, that they may be put to work for Your 
glory. We pray that this offering will provide comfort to the hurting, bring 
hope to the lost, and sustain the vital ministry happening within these walls 
and through our outreach. May our giving be an act of worship and a sign of 
our commitment of  love for You and our neighbor. Amen. 
 

                                                             SCRIPTURE 

 
                                             Matthew 22:34-40  Pew Bible pg.  804 
                                                      Acts 1:8   Pew Bible pg.  884 

 
SERMON               The Breathing Church: Inhale Nurture, Exhale Mission 

  

PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH  
 Joys & Concerns (read)  

 Moment of Silence  
 Pastoral Prayer 

                             
*HYMN                               Just a Closer Walk with Thee              Chalice (Blue) #557 
  
*BENEDICTION  

 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Sevenfold Amen 
                        Senior Choir                           
 

{Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes}    
                 

*POSTLUDE                                      Come  Ye Faithful        tune St. Kevin   Arthur Sullivan        
                           arr. Edward Broughton 
 

 

 Worship is ended  ~  Our Service Now Begins 
 


