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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT September 2025

Message from the pastor...

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remem-
ber before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. ~1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

Dear Church Family,

The Apostle Paul, alongside Silas and Timothy, wrote these powerful words to the
church in Thessalonica, a community known for its exemplary faith, love, and hope,
even in the face of hardship. It's a passage that has always resonated deeply with me,
but never more so than as we begin a new program year together.

As I continue in my role as your pastor, (now as the designated pastor) these words
stand out in neon lights. Your faith is a living testament to God’s grace. I see it in your
work and your generosity, whether it's the quiet service behind the scenes or the bold
outreach into our community. Your labor, prompted by love, is remarkable—reaching
out beyond our church walls to the unchurched, the needy, and simply becoming more
involved with Canton and surrounding towns.

September is a time of renewed energy and purpose for us. We're on the heels of a truly
inspiring visit from the Matsiko Choir, and now we're gearing up for Rally Day and the
return of our own choir. This shift in rhythm invigorates me mentally and spiritually,
and I pray it does the same for you. It's the feeling of new beginnings, much like the
first crisp breezes of autumn that I so look forward to. The change in seasons, with all
its beautiful colors, reminds us of God's constant presence in our lives.

As we walk this journey together, your steadfast commitment to our missions and
outreach is a source of great joy. I witness your kindness, giving, and love every day,
and I am truly honored to work alongside you. The hospitality you show to one another
and to newcomers is a reflection of the love of Christ. This congregation is special—a
community that is not only welcoming but also actively uses its gifts to serve a greater
purpose. The words of 1 Thessalonians resonate with me because they perfectly
describe the spirit of this church.

In faith, steadfast in our mission of this church, and joyfully united to share our
individual gifts in worship and beyond, I am truly honored to be your pastor.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Kurt



The Churchmouse Page 2

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Worship in September

Sept. 7 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost;
Rally Sunday & Communion

Sept. 14 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sept. 21 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sept. 28 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

Second Hour

All services at 10:00 a.m.

Matsiko Choir Farewell

A huge thank you to everyone who made the past eight days with the Matsiko World
Orphan Choir so special. Through six incredible performances and many activities, our
host families and church members had a wonderful time sharing with the youth. We
also connected with Pastor Chris at the Avon Congregational Church and hope to
collaborate on more projects in the future.

This event was made possible by our dedicated volunteers. A special thank you to our
"Team Matsiko" co-chairs: Linda McAllister and Martha Stansel leading the team of
Gina Magennis, Hollace Bristol, Rebecca Glinsman, Curt Johnson, Jeff Goodwin, and
Karen Needham. Our kitchen team—Chef Craig McAllister, his sous chef Gail
Macbeth, Geri Bunnell, and Rebecca Glinsman—worked hard to prepare and serve
meals throughout the week. I know there are a host of names I may have missed that
helped so please forgive me.

This event has brought much attention to our church and what a terrific ministry
Matsiko is and a grand ministry for our church to sponsor. Thanks to all of you.

Pastor Kut
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Welcome back. I hope you have had an enjoyable summer. Rally Day is approaching on September 7th,
and we invite you and your family to join us as we gather once again. The day will include a sermon,
blessing, Church School, and a fellowship event in the Parish Hall with pizza. Each child will receive a
blessing bag containing meaningful mementos and sweet treats. I hope you and your family will join us!

Prayer

As we return to our fall routines, I invite you to join me in prayer:

Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the gift of new se
| ask you to be with each student,
admini strators as they reenter c¢l a

From the |ittles heading off to pre k tc¢
| ask that you protect, guide, suppor
Whi | e, Il do not know their needs,
and | ask that you supply all thei
Strengthen our community with you
that together we may grow in faith

I n Jesus’ name, Amen .

Godly Play: Growing in Faith Together

I am especially excited to open the doors in our Godly Play room.

As you know, we are reintroducing Godly Play. This program offers a unique and meaningful way for
our children to explore the stories of faith and grow deeper in their relationship with God. Through
wonder, creativity, and thoughtful reflection, Godly Play will help each child discover God’s loving
presence in their lives. In September, we will focus on the theme word, Beginnings. As we investigate
the stories of the Old Testament. Each month we will also have scripture to focus on. September we will
focus on Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” and Isaiah, 43:19 “See, |
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”

Nursery Updates & Volunteer Opportunity

We aim to staff the Nursery on the first Sunday of each month, so parents can attend worship
and Rev. Kurt’s message while their children (infant-age 3) are cared for in a safe space. To
offer Church School and Nursery, I need a second adult in the classroom each week.

If you or someone you know can help, please contact me at jodyswan567@gmail.com.

Thank you for being a vital part of our church family.
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Music Notes

Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music (j’ J )
(G
usic,

The music department and its active singers and ringers and music committee members have
been on hiatus for the summer and are hopefully waiting eagerly to get back to rehearsals and
singing and ringing in church on Sundays.

At this juncture, I am planning to have a children's choir depending on the turnout in

general. Ideally we would have at least eight members and more would be better. Rehearsals
would start with a couple of warm ups, clapping exercises, some musical factoids, and of course
practicing some hymns and some anthems. The rehearsals would start in late September or early
October in the music room on Sundays after church. The director had not been determined as
yet. It will be either Judy Robinson or your organist/director.

I am also planning a concert of mixed media with instrumentalists and the Sr. Choir. Iam
hoping to have a recorder ensemble, a flute, organist, pianist and two guitarists and the sr. choir
with music spanning the ages from Renaissance to present day. Proceeds and hopefully other
donations will go towards a scholarship for a graduating senior from Canton High. The event
may be followed by a dinner.

Senior Choir Handbell Choir

The senior choir rehearsal schedule has
been changed. We will meet once on
Monday at 4:30 on August 25th and
they will experience intensive warm up

exercises to help their voices come alive

after this hot and humid summer.

Starting in September, rehearsals will be

on Sunday mornings with starting time
Sept 7th at 9:00. This will require
singers to be prompt and on time as we
have a shorter practice time. This is in

The handbell choir will be starting
rehearsals on Thursday, Sept 11th at
5:30. We are unfortunately down
one member and hoping someone will
step up. We have members who will
train someone new and a trainee
should have some experience

with band ensemble. I am planning
with the choir's approval to pack up
and take the group on the road to a
specific rest home in Torrington. The

hopes that we attract some new singers. folks there will love the bell choir.

We are always looking for new singers.

If you are interested,
please see a choir member or myself and I will have a folder ready for you.

Special thanks to the summer soloists ~
The Summer Soloist Series has been going smoothly
with Paul Stansel and Jim Todd, vocal soloists
and most recently Cindy Webb on flute and
yet to be heard are Jerry Alonzy and Judy Robinson.

!
/
Thank veu [

[ TR
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Missions & Outreach
MISSIONS & OUTREACH

The Missions Box collection for September ~

Cat and Dog food - both canned and dry.

Our Missions Box Collection for the month of September will be cat and dog food to be donated to the
Canton Food Bank and Beacon of Light Animal Rescue. When it’s available, the food bank provides pet
food to help people who may be having difficulty affording to feed their pet. Beacon of Light rescues,
rehabilitates, and finds loving homes for animals in need. They are a local all-volunteer organization that
was started by Mary Lou’s daughter, Megan. Both of these groups can use dog or cat food.

Thank you to everyone who generously donated toiletries for
H’ AN K the Matsiko Choir. As Andy (one of their leaders} told us,

most places they go don’t consider how much it costs the
7’0\) choir to supply toiletries for the children and leaders. He was

very appreciative of all that we collected and gave to them!

S\’ Brian’s Angels
(C) HOMELESS OUTREACH

Brian’s Angels: This fall, the Missions Committee will again be working with Jody
and the children in Faith Formation to make sandwiches for Brian’s Angels Homeless
Outreach in Bristol. We will also be looking for help to make a weekday lunch for
them once or twice this fall. More information will be shared when the dates are set.

44 Knitting Ministry: You may recall that we dedicated prayer shawls and
blankets early in the summer. Some of them have already been shared with
people needing comfort, and this ministry will continue in the fall.

If you want more information about how to participate in the knitting (and
maybe crocheting), speak to Rebecca Glinsman.

If you know someone who might benefit from receiving one of these shawls/
blankets, speak to Kristen Oswald, one of the Deacons or Pastor Kurt.
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Matsiko Choir
Celebrating a Birthday
during their
performance on 8/24

Matsiko Choir
perfoming here at
First Congregation
Church on 8/24
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Matsiko Choir Members at Roaring Brook Nature Center on 8/21
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Deacons’ Bench
Paul Stansel, Deacon

Martha and I had some significant remodeling done to our circa 1911 Collinsville home 2 years ago.
When the contractors pulled down a ceiling several historical items came falling down. We learned
a lot from old documents, business cards, photos etc. about our home’s original owners, a family
named Nelson, who were active in the local Swedish Church. Among the documents was a Dec.
1926 edition of The Sunday School Friend newsletter, which had a story about a deacon entitled A
Lawyer’s Story that went as follows.

“When I was sixteen, I joined the church,” said an elderly lawyer recently. “Several months later,
one blustery January day, Deacon Crandall stopped me on the road. There had been a number of
fine catches of fish through the ice, and Joe and I were ready for an early start the next morning.
“I’ve been over to Jake Streevers,” the deacon said, “The folks are all sick, and my wife and Miss
Adams wanted to send over some things. There wasn’t no fire in the house to speak of, Robert, and
there ain’t a stick of wood in the shed; so I'm goin’ to draw them a load of four-foot and enough
stove-wood to last overnight. Why can’t you play the Good Samaritan and saw it up in the
morning?”

“Joe and I plan to go fishing tomorrow,” I replied, “I guess you’ll have to look up somebody else.”
“I see,” the deacon said mildly. “I didn’t know that. I thought it would be a good chance for you.
The way it comes to me is that you and me and the rest are all the Lord Jesus has left to tell what a
good, self-denying Savior he was. If there wasn’t no Christian living up to their high calling,
Robert, there wouldn’t be a whisper for the Lord — not a whisper- this side of heaven. I thought
mebbe you’d prize the chance and be glad to take it!”

I gave up my fishing trip and sawed the wood and I learned that day what real service was, and since
then, when-ever I’ve been tempted to shirk my Christian obligation, Deacon Crandall’s homely
saying has rebuked it — “We’re all the Lord Jesus has left.”

I know this old story seems a bit hokey in today’s go-go world. But the message is just as strong
now as it was a hundred years ago. There are still places in our community where the “folks are all

b 13

sick” and there’s “no fire in the house” and we’re the ones being called by Jesus to help them.

“Filling the Table”

Here are some
of the tomatoes from
our little garden plots
by the Post Office
filling the table at the
Canton Food Bank
Aug. 26

~ Art Mauger
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FELLOWSHIP/INREACH MINISTRY

Wider Church
# AOAU , AOGET A

Wi der Church FeIIow}hip Event|s

Rally Sunday is September 7™

We’re excited to welcome back everyone and hear about your Summer adventures!
Wider Church and CE will be cosponsoring a potluck after church.

We’ll be providing pizza, you can bring a side or dessert and lots of stories.
We’re looking forward to the fellowship and energy.

Continuing on the “Summer is over” vibe...

October will be here before we know it,
and that means one thing around here — the Chicken Pie Supper!

Be on the lookout for more details, including sign-up sheets.
Many hands make light work for this awesome annual event!

Y oce
The Trust ish t tend
sincefes:?giai?:uxio zﬁle;afir;hi(())lrllrers U pCO M I NG
who generously gave their time and energy EVE NTS

to clean our beloved church.
Great Job!!!

SAVE THE DATE:
October 18th

Chicken Pie is coming!

Art Dewey
Rebecca Glinsman

Sue Lampros

Beth Lingenheld
Gail Macbeth Ch k N
Jim & Gina Magennis Hl 7 g) MN\'.(
Scott & Jack Neumann

Kathy Pickrell



The Churchmouse Page 10

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fell owship to embody Christds message of | ove,
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Church

Fall into Fundraising While You Shop!

We hope everyone had a wonderful summer. School is back in session and so is scrip!
The Scrip table continues to be open in the Parish Hall every Sunday during coffee hour.
Stop by to see what gift cards we have available for immediate purchase, for ordering to
pick up the following week, or to just find out more about our program. Last year, they
launched a “shop online” way to earn as well. It’s a little bit like Amazon Smile used to
be — log onto the RaiseRight.com website and click through to an individual online
retailer’s site. If you make a purchase, our program will get a percentage. Stop by the
table to learn more!

If you don’t know about scrip yet, I’'m not doing my job very well! It’s a fundraising
program our church been participating in since 2016! Church members can purchase gift
cards for over 600 retailers. You pay face value, but the church buys them for less, thus
the fundraising! Every time you buy a card through us, you’re raising money for our
church! You can order in person, online or through the RaiseRight app. If you’re not in
church, feel free to email or call / text anytime — levine429@gmail.com or 860-371-1016.

In order to continue and grow on our success, we need more shoppers! You don’t have to
make a purchase every week, or even every month. Give it a try if you haven’t yet —
every single purchase helps! While most people think of buying gift cards for presents,
you can also just buy them for yourself to use in place of cash or credit at local grocery
stores, restaurants and department stores. If you’re spending the money anyway, why not
help our church in the process? We’d also love to have more people to help run the table
during coffee hour. Even if you can only commit to once a month or less it would help a
lot. See Casey or Karen if you can lend a hand.

We’re looking forward to seeing everyone soon! Keep scripping!

Casey Levine


mailto:levine429@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
L
a.lborDay Deacons?od
Office Closed .
Meeting
7:00 pm
: AA 11:00 p.m.
AlAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pr P
7 Sr.Choir9am |8 9 10 11 12 13
RALLY SUNDAY _
Worship & '\CAOUV‘_C”
: Trustee eeting
Communion Meeting 7:00 pm )
10:00 am 7:00 pm Handbell Chair
5:30 pm
AFANnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm| ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
14  Sr. Choir9 am|15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship
10:00 am
Handbell Chqir
5:30 pm
AFANon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm| ACA 7:00 pr AA 11:00 p.m.
21  Sr. Choir 9 am 22 23 24 25 26 27
Worship
10:00 am
Handbell Chair
_ 5:30 pm -
28 Sr. Choir9 am|29 30
Worship 10:00 am
0Second | Hour o
4th Sunday Food
Collection
Ali Hager Ordination
3 pm @ W. Avon CangiAnon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road
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The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Kristen DiMattia
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:
Jody Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.cantoncenterchurch.org




