
  

     THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
CANTON CENTER, CT 

 
 

September 7, 2025 ~  10:00 a.m.  
 

 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

In Person & Live Streamed 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked  
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us? 

                                                                                                                        ~Luke 24:32 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 
 

CHIMES                     Karen Needham      
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Those wishing to make a brief  announcement are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the 
announcement period.  Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back of the church.   

 

PRELUDE                 Let All the World in Every Corner Sing                 Jody W. Lindh 
 

                    During the prelude silently send Christ’s Joy, Peace, & Love  
                    to the person near you, to others in the church & to God’s world 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

We welcome all who come seeking peace, rest, and renewal.   
We also welcome you who come with joyful anticipation in your step. 
       It is good to be here.  
       We gather in this holy space to find rest and to grow in hope. 
So come as you are. Open your hearts and fill your spirits  
with the Word of God, sharing this journey with one another. 
     In joyful adoration and anticipation, we unite as one to worship our 
 Lord. Let us prepare to receive His peace, hope, and love. 

 
*HYMN      When Morning Gilds the Skies                          Pilgrim (Red) #35 
                                                                  

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Gracious and loving God, on this Rally Day, we thank you for the 
anticipation of new beginnings. We often get caught up in the predictable 
rhythms of life, forgetting to look for the new and exciting things You are 
doing. Open our hearts to the spirit of expectation. May we, like the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, feel our hearts burn as You speak to us. 
Help us, like Simeon, to wait with hope for the fulfillment of Your 
promises in our lives and in this church. May this time of worship renew 
our spirits, fill us with joy, and prepare us to be Your hands and feet in a 
world that is longing for hope. In the name of Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

  



  *HYMN                                     The Lord’s Prayer (sung)                      Chalice (Blue) #307 
 

*Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

OFFERING 
 

  OFFERTORY  
         In this Moment of Remembrance              Dale Wood  
                     Senior Choir 
        

*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Merciful God, we dedicate these gifts to You—the first fruits of our 
anticipation. Bless these offerings, and bless the hands that have given 
them. May they be used to share Your love with our neighbors, and to 
help our community grow in faith, finances, and spirit.  We pray with 
a deep hope for what You will do with these resources, and we thank 
You for the privilege of partnering with You in this sacred work. 
Amen. 

 



 

SCRIPTURE 

                                                      
                                       Luke 2:25-32           Pew Bible pg. 833 
                                       Luke 24:13-35         Pew Bible pg. 860 

 
SERMON                      Hearts Burning with Hope and Anticipation                           
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Joys & Concerns Read 

Moment of Silence 
Pastoral Prayer 

 

{Soft, meditative music} 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Prayer over the Elements 
Serving of the Elements 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

              
*HYMN                                  Let There be Peace on Earth          Chalice (Blue) #677                                             

                                                  
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     How Can I Keep from Singing            Early Quaker Song 
           Senior Choir                     Popularized by Pete Seeger 
                     in the 1960’s. 
 

*POSTLUDE                                          Rondeau                        Jean Joseph Mouret                         
 
                 

                  The Worship is ended             Our Service Now Begins 
 
 

    


