THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

September 28,2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. ~ James 1:17

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
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~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand gf able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Those Wishing to make a brigp announcement are asked to be in thefront pews at the start thhe

announcement period. Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back @f the church.
PRELUDE Lift Thine Eyes to Mountains from Elijah Felix Mendelsshon

CALLTO WORSHIP
The earth is turning, the leaves are changing color, and a new season is upon us.
We come to worship the God who is faithful through every change.

Vibrant colors burst into bloom, and eventually cease to be part
of the landscape, but God's love never ceases.

His mercies are new every morning, for great is His faithfulness!

He is the God of summer's abundance and autumn's beauty.
He is the God who brings winter and promises

*HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King Pﬂgrim (Red) #64

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Deacon: As we say together our Gathering Prayer, let us take a moment to quiet our
hearts and lay down the burdens we carry. We have come not just to receive, but to be

renewed for the work ahead in our church, our community and all of God's world. Let

us lift our voices in prayer and open our hearts to the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to
love and to serve with joyful hearts. ..

Gracious God, You are the Master Artist of all Creation. Our new season of

autumn paints the world in magnificent hues of orange and gold. We thank
You for the wonder of this fall season, and for the reminder it gives us of



Your steadfastness. You are the God of seedtime and harvest, of summer and
winter. You are our firm foundation in all the seasons of our lives. We now ask
that You quiet our hearts and open our minds. Help us to see Your
faithfulness in the past and to trust Your guidance for the future. Give us the
courage to let go of what was, so that we might embrace the new life You
have planned for us. May our worship today honor You and prepare our
hearts to follow Your leading. We ask this in the name of the One who is the
same yesterday, today, and forever, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING
Gamy bmm feiay e baimy G beia g
OFFERTORY ‘ ‘ ‘
Lord, I Stretch My Hands toYou Jay Althouse
Senior Choir
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Faithful God, we dedicate our offering to You and Your purposes. We ask
that You bless these gifts and multiply them, using them to build on our
faith community, to equip young leaders, and to expand our mission
outside the walls of this sanctuary. We pray our gifts demonstrate our
trust in You and our commitment to the new season You are leading us
into. May our generosity honor Your name. Amen

SCRIPTURE

Lamentations 3:22-25 Pew Bible pg. 669
Mark 4:4, 35-41 Pew Bible pg. 815
SERMON An Uncbanging God in a Cbanging Season

PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH Joys & Concerns Read. .. Moment cyf Silence. .. Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN All Things Bright and Beautyfu] Pilgrim (Red) H478
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Grant Us Th)/ Peace arr. Floyd Werle

Please remain quietly in your pew until the Benediction Response concludes
q Ly 111y P P

*POSTLUDE HeWatching Over Israel from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn

Worship is ended ~ QOur Service Now Begins



