THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

September 21, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed
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The only thing necessar)/for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. ~Edmund Burke.
Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. ~Martin Luther King Jr.

I am haunted by the things I don 't do. ~ Anonymous

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
WWW.Cantoncenterchurch.org



~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand gf able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Those Wishing to make a brig( announcement are asked to be in thefront pews at the start czfthe
announcement period. Prayer request cards may befound on the tables at the back thhe church.

PRELUDE Give Me a Song Pepper Choplin Adapted from hymn Germany

During the pre]ude an aco])/te will ]igbt our altar candles

CALLTO WORSHIP

The scriptures tell us that God is love.
And in that love, we are invited to see Jesus in every person we meet.
The world often teaches us to avoid those who seek assistance even when it is obvious.
But Christ calls us to open our eyes and our hearts.
Come, let us worship a God of perfect love, whose light shines even in the darkest places.

Let us begin this time of worship with uncluttered minds
and willing hearts, ready to see and to serve.

*HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! Chalice (Blue) #611

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Deacon: As we join in our gathering prayer, let us remember that every day is a gift
from God. Let us take a moment to be still, to breathe, and to become fully
present in this sacred space. Let us leave our worries at the door and open our
hearts to the Holy Spirit, allowing us to reflect on the blessings of the past
week, and with gratitude in our hearts, look forward to the promise of new
life that is found in Christ. Let us prepare to lift our voices as one body saying,



Holy and loving God, as we gather in this place open our hearts and minds.
We profess that we often struggle to see Your face in the world around us.
We are challenged by the needs of our neighbors and sometimes we fail to
act. Forgive us for the moments we have looked away. Strengthen our faith,
not just to believe in You, but to truly see You in others. Transform us from
simply hearing Your word, to be Your children who live it, that our lives
may reflect Your perfect, unconditional love. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING
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OFFERTORY ‘ ‘ ‘
OnWings of Song and Prayer Mary McDonald
Senior Choir
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, we dedicate these gifts to You. We ask for Your blessings
on these offerings and use them to open our eyes, that we may see You
in our neighbors and love them as Jesus does. May our generosity be a
sign of our commitment to walk in Your ways, to go into the trenches

and to live a faith that is not just in our words, but in our deeds.
We offer this prayer in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SONG Blowin' in the Wind by Bob Dylan
Singing trio - Jerry Alonzy, Jim Todd, Judy Robinson; Guitar - Scott Neumann

SCRIPTURE

Ephesians 2:1-10 Pew Bible pg. 949
Matthew 25:31-46 Pew Bible pg. 807

SERMON Perfect Love, A New Way ofSeeing

PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns ~ Moment of Silence ~ Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN Here I Am, Lord Chalice (Blue) #452
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE The Lord Be withYou Charles Yannerella

Senior Choir

{Please remain seated until the Benediction Response conc]udes}

*POSTLUDE The Lost Chord Sir Arthur Sullivan

Worsbip is ended ~ QOur Service Now Begins



