THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT

September 14, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed

THE PARABLE OF THE

SHREWD MANAGER

Injustice an)/Where is a threat to justice ever)/Where

~ Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
www.cantoncenterchurch.org



~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand Zf able. Bold denotes unison response.
CHIMES Karen Needham

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Those Wishing to make a brig“ announcement are asked to be in tbeﬁont pews at the start czfthe
announcement period. Prayer request cards may befound on the tables at the back qf‘the church.

PRELUDE God Is in This Room Ruth Schram and John Parker
During the pre]ude an aco])/te will ]igbt our altar candles

CALLTO WORSHIP

Holy One ~ in this sanctuary, we feel Your love and where we express
our desires and our questions about You and about our lives.

In this peaceful place, we remember we are Your people,
Your thankful and peacemaking people.

Here, in our beautiful sanctuary we turn our attention
from the tangles of our lives to Your gracious Presence.

In our church home we lift our love and gratitude for a new day,
for the changing seasons, and for the beauty of Your creation.

This church, the group of individuals that make this place alive,
we pray to hear Your voice, Your guidance, and Your will for us.

AsYour children of Light, we long to walk the path You set before us.
Thank You, Jesus, for Your love, and for the congregation
You are crafting us to be, Amen

*HYMN I Sing a Song (yrtbe Saints cyrGod Pﬂgrim (Red) #4381

*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Deacon: As we gather together in Your name, Lord, let us open our hearts
with gratitude for Your constant love and the many opportunities
You provide. Let us join our voices in prayer:



Holy Spirit, we come to worship You, to ignite our faith and be filled with
Your presence. We come to celebrate, to offer thanks to the Giver of Life.
From the east to the west, from the north to the south, God moves among all
humankind to collaborate in establishing justice, pursuing peace and
advocating equality among all. Let us continue our worship as we pray aloud
and silently; listen to scripture and raise our voices in song. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

(The youth are excused for Church school)

OFFERING
‘7‘14‘“ , “"5’3‘7*‘ , 5“@3 , J?‘fiﬂ é‘ﬁ%ﬂf é‘”f" 25 é = é =
(§ (g % % OFFERTORY ‘
Shelter Me Michael Joncas
Senior Choir
(A Prayer Song written during Covid 19 Pandemic)
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, we thank You for Your incredible generosity to us. You
have given us life, breath, and every good thing we have. We now bring
our gifts back to You—a small token of our love and gratitude. We ask
that You bless these offerings and the hands that have given them. Use
these gifts to support the work of this church, and to bring hope and
help to those who are suffering. May our giving be a true act of worship,
reflecting our deep love for You. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Luke 16:1-15 Pew Bible pg. 851

SERMON TheWisdom of the Worldly

PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth Chalice (Blue) #56

*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  How Can I Keep from Singing Early Quaker Song

{P]ease remain seated until the Benediction Response conc]udes}

*POSTLUDE Rondeau Jean Mouret

The Worship is ended ~Qur Service Now Begins



