THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
CANTON CENTER, CT
&
THE CANTON COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

August 17, 2025 ~ 10:00 a.m.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

In Person & Live Streamed
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"DIVINE CALLING

It’s important to understand that at every point of opposition to who we are or to what
God has called us to do; we are presented with the options of either conforming and

giving in, or standing our ground and becoming stronger in who God has made us to be.

~Gabriel Wilson

184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Office 860-693-4581 E-mail: office(@cantoncenterchurch.org
www.cantoncenterchurch.org



~ ORDER OF WORSHIP ~

*Please stand yf able. Bold denotes unison response.

CHIMES

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Those wishing to make a brigf announcement are asked to be in the from pews at the start of the

announcement period. Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back @f the church.

PRELUDE Sheep May Sqﬁzly Graze ].S. Bach

{During the prelude center yourse{f as the Ho])/ Spirit’s presence surrounds you}

CALLTO WORSHIP

Friends and guests, last week we celebrated God's gift of freedom from our past.
The week before, we embraced the promise of abundant life.
Today, we journey on, not just to a better life, but to a life of purpose.

But what does this freedom and God’s gift
of abundance empower us to do?

God doesn't just save us; He calls us for something more.
He has a unique and significant purpose for each one of us.

Let us come together to worship the God who designed us,

called us, and empowers us to live out our divine purpose.
We are anxious to hear more, to rise up in song as saints of God!

*HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God Chalice (Blue) #611



*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER

Loving Lord, we thank You for the beautiful, intentional way You have
created each one of us. You have a purpose for our lives. We ask that You open
our hearts and minds to hear Your voice, so that we may discern and respond
to the unique calling You have for us. Give us the courage to follow where
You lead. Stir within us a holy curiosity and a joyful readiness to partner
with You in the purpose You have for our lives. In Jesus' name, Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

HEAVENBOUND

OFFERING

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we have a unique calling and purpose divinely designed for
each of us. Our lives, our gifts, and even our resources are part of this grand design.
When we give, we're not just offering a portion of our earnings; we're participating in
God's ongoing work in the world. As our gifts come together, they multiply the many
ways we can make a difference in this world. An offering in the plate for Canton Baptist is

on the table to my right and we will now receive our church’s Sunday morning offering.

Gaemy b fetay e Gam bmm feiay e
OFFERTORY
Siciliana J.S. Bach from Sonata No. 2

Cindy Webb - flute



*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, may our gifts, and indeed our very lives, be expressions of our
commitment to discovering and living out the divine purpose You have for
each of us. Strengthen us to use every gift, every talent, every resource You
have entrusted to us for Your honor and the benefit of others. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

SCRIPTURE

1 Peter 4:10-11 Pew Bible pg. 985
Ephesians 2:1-10 Pew Bible pg. 949

SERMON Your Ca]]ing:A Divine Partnersbip
PRAYERS OFTHE CHURCH
Joys & Concerns
Moment of Silence
Pastoral Prayer
*HYMN All Things Bright and Beautiful Pilgrim (Red) #478
*BENEDICTION

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Amen

*POSTLUDE Abbot’s Leigh  (God Is Here) Cyril Taylor arr. Lee J. Afdahl

The Worship is ended r— Our Service Now Begins



