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The past is a closed door, the present is an open one, and the future is an approaching one 

 ~Matshona Dhliwayo. African author and philosopher. 
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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Please stand if able.  Bold denotes unison response. 
 
 
 

CHIMES                        
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Those wishing to make a brief  announcement are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the 
announcement period.  Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back of the church.   

 
PRELUDE                            Torrents in Summer      Elgar 
 

          {During the prelude center yourself and feel the Holy Spirit’s presence surround you} 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Our minds frequently burden us with the weight of yesterday –  
its regrets, its failures, its unmet expectations. 
 

       We come here, not to dwell on what was, but to receive what is.  
 

God invites us to lay down every heavy load.  
For in God's presence, there is a clean slate and a clear horizon. 
 

       The Lord remembers our iniquities no more; He makes all things new!  
Let us worship our Creator who offers us boundless, transforming grace. 
 

      Come, let us cast off the past and embrace the present grace of our God!  
      Let us worship the Lord! 
 

*HYMN              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                  Pilgrim (Red) #363         

 
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Almighty God, we carry within us the stories of our lives – some filled with 
joy, others with the quiet ache of what could have been or what went 
wrong. We acknowledge that too often, the shadows of yesterday's mistakes 
cast clouds of doubts and disappointments.  But Lord, we do not come here 
to wallow in our past, but to lay it at Your feet. God of love and forgiveness, 
we thank You that in our humility and Your grace You blot out our  



transgressions washing away the old so that the new can spring forth. As we 
open our hearts to Your Word and Your Spirit this morning, quiet the 
accusing voices within and around us. Lift the weight that we've carried for  
too long. Open our eyes to perceive the fresh work You are doing in our lives 
right now. Fill us with the courage to "forget what is behind" and the faith 
to "press on" toward the glorious future You have called us to. We offer this 
prayer in the matchless name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and our hope. 
Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.  

 
 
 

 

*Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

         as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
         world without end, Amen, Amen.                                   

 

HEAVENBOUND 
 

OFFERING 
 

What does the Bible say about giving?  In the Old Testament we hear these words in 
Genesis from Jacob who made a vow to God, saying, If God will be with me and will keep me 
in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, 
shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.  The Old Testament 
requires a believer to tithe or give 10% of their earnings to God through the Synagogue. In 
the New Testament, Paul says in 2 Corinthians, chapters 14 & 15, Our desire is not that others 
might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.  At the present time 
your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The 
goal is equality, as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who 
gathered little did not have too little.”  Whatever your gift or offering, do so with a cheerful 
heart.  We will now receive our morning offering for Canton Center and a plate for 
Canton Baptist is on the table to my right if you would like to leave an offering as we move 
into the Parish Hall for fellowship. 
 
 



 

    OFFERTORY  
                                                                   Calon Lon     
           melody John Hughes, words Gwyrosydd 
    Soloist: Jim Todd singing Welsh and English words 
 
*Doxology          Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

   Praise God, all creatures here below, 
   Praise God for all that love has done,  
   Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 

SCRIPTURE 

          
     Isaiah 43:1,15,18-19           Pew Bible pg. 552 
     Philippians 3:1,12-17,20-21          Pew Bible pg. 954 
 
SERMON                Past Weight, Present Grace 
 

PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH 
                         Joys & Concerns 

                        Moment of Silence 
                                                 Pastoral Prayer 
 
*HYMN                                For All the Saints                       Chalice (Blue) #637 

  
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   Amen  
 
 *POSTLUDE               Prayer       Englebert Humperdinck 
 
 

The Worship is ended               Our Service Now Begins 
 
 

    


