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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT July/August 2025

Message from the pastor ...

A Peony - Barbara Vaughn

What flower is like an onion? With layers upon layers: Perhaps a peony. We are
all flowers opening up a layer at a time; Learning new lessons; Considering pos-
sibilities; Soaking up meaning like summer sunshine. We let old petals, like old
ways of being, drift into forgetfulness. What bits of wisdom shall I extract
from this day to put upon the altar of my life as symbols of new possibility?

July and August are here, signaling a welcome shift for many of us—the unofficial
start of the "summer slowdown." This is a time of gentle ease, a season to kick of f
our shoes, bask in the outdoors, and cherish moments with family and friends. More
than anything, it's a vital period for personal renewal. T'll never forget my high
school friend's simple wisdom when I asked about his summer plans: "The three R's,
of course: rest, relaxation, and recreation! While slowing our hurried pace, we
offer ourselves time to think more about what's going on around us; about life, the
beauty of creation and yes, our relationship to God. Just like the layered peony, we
carry within us countless thoughts, behaviors, and habits—pieces of our intricate
"body puzzle" that often go unexplored in our daily hustle. This summer, let's

commit to uncovering those hidden layers.

We all work so hard each day and we seldom slow that pace even during the summer
for many of us. We try to fit in our vacations and that forces us to slow down if we
are away from home. How many of us have tried to vacation at home only to wake up
each day with our mental 'to do’ list.

Remember Ovid's (early Roman Poet) timeless wisdom: Take rest; a field that has
rested gives a bountiful crop. Just as a wise farmer lets a field lie fallow to regain
its strength, we too need time to rejuvenate. This isn't just about feeling better;
it's about becoming more fruitful in every aspect of our lives. So, I urge you: Carve
out fime for what truly nourishes your soul. Embrace that vacation you've been
dreaming of, immerse yourself in family and friendships, and intentionally dedicate
yourself to activities that bring you pure joy.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, "There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under Heaven." As we move through July and August, let's wholeheartedly
embrace those three R's: Rest, Relaxation, and Recreation. Savor every moment!

And, as a gentle reminder: May our church community be a vibrant part of your
relaxation and renewal

In Christ's love,
Pastor Kurt
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Summer
Worship Schedule

JULY - July Services will be held at 10 a.m. at
the Canton Community Baptist Church » .
125 Dowd Avenue Rally Sunday

Mark your calendars:

. Join us on
AUGUST - Joining us for the month of August
at 10:00 a.m. will be the congregation of Sunday, September 7th,

| or worshi
the Canton Community Baptist Church. wit£ T unIi’on,

as we welcome back

August 3 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost; the children to begin a new

Communion church school year and
August 10 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost also welcome back our choir.
August 17  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Watch for more

details to follow.
August 24 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

August 31  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Music Notes

Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music (_DQ

With the Senior Choir on Hiatus, the Summer Soloist Series will be starting up in late June.
The schedule is as follows:

Jim Todd, June 29th,Paul Stansel, Aug. 3rd, Jim Todd, August 10th, Cindy Webb,
August 17th, Judy Robinson, August 24th and Jerry Alonzy, August 31st

The Sr. choir will resume choir rehearsal with a change. The first rehearsal will be on Monday
August 25 at 4:30 but henceforth rehearsals will be on Sundays from 9:00 until 9:45.

The handbell choir will resume rehearsals on September 11th, at 5:30

Looking ahead to November, on Thanksgiving Sunday Nov. 23rd, the sr. choir and guest singers
and Jonathan Keefe on Drums will be singing Let the River Run by Carly Simon and in addition,
the bell choir will be playing.

Your music director is in the very early stages of planning for a concert with date to be determined.
It will consist of 4 instrumentalists and varied music. The proceeds will go into a scholarship fund
intended for a graduating senior from Canton High who will be attending college.
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Pastoral Search Committee
Hugh Anderson, Chairperson

A big thank you to everyone for joining our special meeting of the congregation on June 15th, to
vote on the search committee’s recommendation as approved by church council. An even bigger
thank you for unanimously voting to approve the committee’s recommendation to extend a
designated term contract to Pastor Kurt for a period of at least three years, beginning September 1,
2025. Details to be finalized in short order.

Pastor Kurt has been with us for 21 months now. He has embraced this congregation and all its
embers with true Christian love and a passionate spirit. Leading our services in partnership with the
diaconate, leaning in to pastoral care and visitation, and proactively extending our community
outreach. Pastor Kurt is also now a member, has no dearth of ideas and vision for our church, and
has opened our eyes to not just the very real challenges we face, financially and otherwise, but also
the very real opportunities we have to grow in lockstep with the inevitable realities of organized
religion in today’s society. We don’t believe our time with Pastor Kurt is up, and it is up to all of us
to lean in and capitalize on our extended time with him to best prepare for our next inevitable settled
pastor search.

So now we all enjoy the summer that finally seems to be here, maybe too much on some days! Then
expect in the fall to have the UCC welcome Pastor Kurt with a brief installation ceremony during
one of our services. There’s a lot to love about our church. If you are a family that hasn’t been with
us regularly, or at all in a while, please come join us. And let’s continue to spread the word of what a
welcoming community we are.

Deacon’s Bench
Cora Mutch

The summer weather is here and that could mean many things for us. It could mean
summer vacation(s), beach time, grilling on the deck, or family reunions. My family has

2 annual summer reunions. One for my mom’s side, the Bristol reunion in June and one

on my dad's side, the LeGeyt reunion in August. It is always good to see my cousins and
catch up with them. Family is very important to me, so are the reunions. When I come to
church it is like my second family and so each and every Sunday is like another family
reunion for me. I treasure each and every one of you! If you don’t get to have blood

family reunions, then I hope you consider Sundays at church as your church family reunion!

Happy Summer to my church family!
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Faith Formation FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY

Jody Swan, Director of Faith Formation

“A Time for Everything”

There truly is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the sun. Ecclesiastes 3:1

Right now, we find ourselves in joyful thythm of summer; long days filled with family and friends,
moments of rest, and the blessings of vacations and new adventures. It truly is a season to soak in God’s
beauty around us and give thanks for a slower pace of summer!

Yet even as we embrace this summer season, behind the scenes there is praying and planning for our

upcoming Church School year. With calendar in hand and a spirit of anticipation. God goes before us
and is preparing for our next season together. I am excited to see how He will guide our children, our
lessons, and our time together. Each new season is an opportunity to grow in faith; build community

and discover the ways God works through us!

Godly Play... I Wonder!

This fall, I plan to reintroduce the
Godly Play program to our
Church School community! Many
of you may recall this program
from years past, and I am excited
to bring it back, offering children
a unique and meaningful way to
grow in their faith.

Godly Play is more than just a
program, it is a journey into the
stories of Scripture, designed to
nurture children’s spiritual growth
and imagination. Through
storytelling, creative expression,
and play, it invites children to
explore their relationship with
God, ask questions, and engage
in faith in ways that resonate with
their young hearts and minds.

One of the reasons I am especially excited about this reintroduction is the opportunity it gives us to
deepen and strengthen the spiritual foundation of the next generation. Godly Play helps children build a
lasting connection to the church, develop a sense of wonder about God’s presence in their lives, and
experience the joy of discovering their own place in the shared story of faith.

While Godly Play will be the main foundation of Church School, I will continue to regularly schedule
opportunities to serve in our church, like making sandwiches for Brian’s Angles and making pretzels
during Lent, to name a few.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or to express interest in volunteering. The involvement
of the church community will be instrumental in making Church School each Sunday a success.

Excited for this new beginning!
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SCHOOL SUPPLY & BACKPACK

COLLECTION
CONTINUED THROUGH JULY TOILETRIES FOR
Our collection of school supplies for MATSIC%%?I;ORLD

Wellmore continues through July.

: . We are also collecting toiletries
Please donate items such as pens, pencils, for the Matsiko World
crayons, rulers, erasers, glue sticks, Orphan Choir
notebooks, etc. P '

The choir needs items such as
toothpaste, deodorant, razors,
combs and picks, soap,
shampoo, and feminine supplies.

We are hoping to provide the social
workers at Wellmore with at least a dozen
backpacks of supplies to help their clients
have a successful start to the school year.

Supplies can be left in the Missions Box
or the office through July. Backpacks will
be delivered to the social workers at the
beginning of August.

These items can be left in the
Missions Box or office until
mid-August.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Thank you to Rebecca Glinsman for spearheading the
Prayer Shawl and Blanket mission.

The completed blankets were blessed in church on June 15™.

If you know someone who would be comforted by having a shawl or blanket,
please speak with a deacon.

For more information about joining in on the knitting, please contact Rebecca.
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Wider Church Committee FELLOWSHIP/INREACH MINISTRY

Donna Hammond

The Strawberry Festival was very successful.
The people that signed up to help did a fantastic
job. We also had people come to help that had
not previously signed up. We always seem to
benefit from people helping wherever needed.
There were many groups of customers who ate
and stayed to enjoy each other’s company.
We had very satisfied customers.

s
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FELLOWSHIP/INREACH MINISTRY

The Matsiko World Orphan
Choir is returning to
Canton Center Church!!!

August 18-26, 2025

This year the group includes children
(and chaperones) from Liberia and Peru.

They will be staying with us for a
little over a week and performing
in our sanctuary on:

Saturday, August 23 at 7:00 pm
&

Sunday, August 24 at 2:00 pm.

In addition, they will sing during our
Sunday morning worship service.

We are looking for help during this time to support their stay.

Host families are needed to house them while they are here.

You don't have to have them for the whole time...any number of days will be great!

Yes, they can stay at the church, but staying with you makes their time here very special (and the church
doesn't have showers!). Please speak to:

Gina Magennis (860-965-2061) if you would like more information on what it's like to host the children.

We also need help preparing meals for the group while they are here. A signup sheet is on the kitchen
door and you can speak to Craig McAllister (860-379-2857) for more information on that. We will be
having a potluck dinner for you to meet them, date and time to be announced at a later time.

Most importantly, come to the concerts, stay to greet them afterwards, and view the items they will have
for sale after the concerts and our worship service. Please check out the mission of the choir and their

news at matsiko.org.

If you would like more information about the choir's time with us, please contact:
Linda McAllister (860-379-2857) or Martha Stansel (860-747-5344).

Thank you,
Linda McAllister
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Scrip Your Summer

This year, there will be no services at Canton
Center in the month of July. If you’d like to
make a Scrip purchase though, I’'m just a
phone call or an email away. Of course, you
can always call or email me any time of year
to place an order (860-371-1016 or
levine429(@gmail.com). You can also order
on www.raiseright.com or via the RaiseRight
mobile app. You will need our church’s
unique enrollment code to place an order
electronically, so just reach out to me for that.
I’m happy to deliver cards to your home or
you can come to me. We’ll be back in August
— every coffee hour you’ll find me there!

Scrip gift cards are perfect for Summer travel
or staycations. We have offerings for gas
stations, airlines, hotels and restaurants all
over the country. If you’re staying close,
think about Target, Walmart or Amazon as
good cards to have on hand for last minute
needs. Of course, grocery stores remain our
most popular cards. Stop and Shop and
ShopRite are our local ones, but we also have
Safeway, Publix, Giant Eagle and
Albertson’s... just to name a few that you
might want if you are traveling out of state.
Just about anywhere you might go around the
country, we have Scrip cards you can use
while you are there. The ways you can use
Scrip gift cards are only limited by your
imagination! Just reach out if you’d like a full
list of all 600+ retailers that are available.
And don’t forget that every card you purchase
— big or small — earns money for our church.

Have a wonderful Summer and thanks for
your support!

Casey Levine

The Churchmouse

Wider Church

Casey Levine

Join your friends from church
at Mills Pond to kick off the
Independence Day Weekend!

We’ll be gathering to experience
The Fortunate Sons Band
(a Creedance Clearwater Revival tribute)
at the Canton Summer Concert Series.

Check out their website at:
https://thefortunatesonsband.com/
where you can also see a video
from a recent performance.

The concert is at:
Mills Pond Park

Thursday, July 3"
from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Bring a chair or blanket,
a meal or snack
and get there early to visit.
It should be a great time!

The Canton Lions Club will be there selling
burgers, hot dogs and drinks as well.

See you there!

bR
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open & Affirming Congregation

God is still speaking !!!

9999999999999

Visit our website at
www.cantoncenterchurch.org

Listen to recorded
Sermons and Music
from worship services!

Follow us on Iﬁ

DO YOU WANT TO STAY CONNECTED TO FCCCC?

Sign up for Weekly Email Reminders about the upcoming Sunday service and happenings.
Email or call the church office.
Office(@cantoncenterchurch.org or call 8§60-693-4581

Visit our Facebook Page to see upcoming and past happenings photos and more...
facebook.com/cantoncenterchurch

Watch our Live Streaming on You Tube Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. if you are unable to attend:
voutube.com/@firstcongregationalchurcho8695

Visit our Website where you can watch our livestream, past services, read about upcoming
special events, and see our calendar pages, musical archives and much more...
www.cantoncenterchurch.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
% x X
R &
Happy duly 41h
X X
X B x
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship 10:00 am
at
Canton Community
Baptist Church
Al-Anon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship 10:00 am
at
Canton Community
Baptist Church
ACA 7:00 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship 10:00 am
at
Canton Community
Baptist Church
Al-Anon 7:00pm | AA 7:00pm | ACA 7:00pm AA 11:00 pm.
27 28 29 30 31
Worship 10:00 am
at Sr. Choir
Canton Community 5:00 pm
Baptist Church
AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm

Al-Anon 7:00 pm
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AUGUST 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
AA 11:00 p.m.
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Worship &
Communion Diaconate
10:00 am 7:00 pm
Al-Anon 7 pm AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Worship
10:00 am Trustees Council
7:00 pm 7:00 pm
A-Anon7pm | aA 7:.00pm | ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Worship Matsiko 7 pm
10:00 am Performance
( M A T S I XK O
Al-Anon 7 pm AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm
24 Worship 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:00 am _
Matsiko 2 pm S.r . Ghor
4:30 pm
Performance
C H O I R ) _
AA 7:00 pm ACA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
31 Sr. Choir 9-9:45 am
Worship
10:00 am
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The First Congregational Church
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Interim Pastor
860-693-4207
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Office
(860)693-4581
Kristen DiMattia
Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:
Jodi Swan
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org




