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~ ORDER OF  WORSHIP ~ 
 

*Please stand if able.   Bold denotes unison response. 
 

CHIMES                    Karen Needham 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Brief announcements from the congregation are welcome.  Those wishing to make an 
announcement are asked to be in the front pews at the start of the announcement period.    
Prayer request cards may be found on the tables at the back of the church.   

     
INTROIT               How Can I Keep from Singing        
                                            Senior Choir 
 

PRELUDE                 Look at the World         John Rutter          
  

                    {During the prelude feel God’s love and peace surround you} 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
  From the depths of our hearts, we long  for Your guiding wisdom and steadfast love.  
       Today, we remember those earthly fathers who have  
       embodied these gifts, and we give thanks.  
  And for those whose memories are bittersweet, whose hearts carry a different weight,  
  we remember that our Heavenly Father knows every ache.  
        He is the Father to the fatherless, the comforter of the brokenhearted,  
        the source of unfailing grace. 
  Let us open our hearts to the presence of God, who invites us all into His loving embrace. 
        Come, let us worship!  

 

*HYMN                    Wonderful  Words of Life             Chalice (blue) # 323 
                                                
*GATHERING PRAYER & *THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Gracious and loving God, we thank You for the gift of fatherhood, in all its 
forms and expressions. We acknowledge the joy and blessings that many of us 
have known through our earthly fathers and father figures – their guidance, 
their sacrifice, their unwavering love. Yet, we also come acknowledging that 
this day can stir a complex array of emotions. We pray for comfort for those 
who grieve, healing for those who carry wounds, and hope for those who  



long for what was not.  Dear Lord, sometimes our understanding of You, our                                                 
Divine Father is shaped by our human experiences. Help us today to see You 
anew, to know Your perfect love that transcends all human limitations, Your 
boundless forgiveness, and Your unwavering presence. Bless this time of 
worship. Open our hearts to Your Word, our voices to Your praise, and our 
spirits to Your Holy Spirit. May all that we do and say bring glory and honor 
to Your name.  Amen. 
                                                  
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 
  

 

 *Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

  
DEDICATION OF PRAYER SHAWLS   (see insert) 
 

OFFERING   
 

 Today, as we reflect on the many ways fathers give of themselves, let us also remember 
the overflowing generosity of our Heavenly Father. Our offering is a joyful response to 
God's abundant love. Our gifts are an opportunity for us to participate in the ongoing 
mission of this church, reaching out to our community and beyond. Let us now receive 
our Sunday morning offering with thankful hearts. 

                    
                                    

    OFFERTORY  
                                                                There is a Time       Craig Courtney from Ecclesiastes
                                 Senior Choir 
            
 *Doxology        Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
         Praise God, all creatures here below, 
         Praise God for all that love has done,  
         Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.   
 
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Bountiful God, we ask for Your blessing on these gifts. We dedicate 
them now to Your service. We pray that they may be used to support the 
ministries of this church, to care for those in need, and to spread Your 
good news throughout our community and the world.  Just as You use 
imperfect people to accomplish your perfect will, we ask that You 
would multiply these resources, making them a blessing far beyond 
their monetary value. May our giving truly reflect our gratitude for 
Your Fatherly care and our desire to honor You in all things. We offer 
these gifts, and ourselves, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                                         Soon and Very Soon       Jack Schreder/Andrae Crouch 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 

 
             

                                                    Proverbs 23:15-20; 22-26                Pew Bible pg. 528  
 
SERMON           From Earthly Fathers to Our Heavenly Father: Understanding Love 
                                              

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Joys & Concerns ~ Moment of Silence ~ Pastoral Prayer 

 
*HYMN                     He Lives                                 Chalice (blue) # 226  
 
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE             A Blessing 
          Senior Choir            
 
*POSTLUDE           Praise to the Father     Marche Romaine  Charles Gounod 

 
 

  
     THE WORSHIP IS ENDED   OUR SERVICE NOW BEGINS 

 
 
 
 
 

  


