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THE CHURCHMOUSE 

                                         
 

 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. 
 

 And be thankful.  ~Colossians 3:15 
 

Message from the pastor…   
 
Author Marianne Williamson shares great advice on achieving peace in this quote: Ego says, "Once everything 
falls into place, I'll feel peace." Spirit says, "Find your peace, and then everything will fall into place." 
 
This guidance was penned for me!  I fall into this trap frequently working on my ‘to-do list’ whether written or 
in an already overcrowded mental file.  How about you?  Perhaps we all get caught in this snare when our 
hearts are not set on Jesus.  Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae teaches us to place Christ’s peace in our 

hearts first or as Paul says, Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.  (When peace finds its home in our 
heart our daily journey is healthier and can more effectively serve us in life’s ups and downs.)  
 
I enjoy reading and becoming more educated about other faiths and religions.  It can never weaken or replace 
the faith in Christ, my Savior.  However, it does enrich what I have learned from our Lord.  On November 24th 
at 2:30 P.M. Canton Center Church will hold an Interfaith Worship Service, with a theme of gratitude.   
I certainly hope our congregation and other congregations will enjoy hearing from different religious clergy 
and lay leaders share their faith through prayers, readings, and more. Surely, we realize there are differences in 
polity, rituals, and beliefs that we can respect however I believe our faith is strengthened as we understand and 
welcome the similarities that unite us.  In light of our Interfaith Service, I share this quote with you:  
 

THE METTA OF THE BUDDHA 
May you be at peace.  

May your heart remain open. 
May you awaken to the light of your own true nature. 

May you be healed. 
May you be a source of healing to all beings. 

 
May our similarities open doors of healing peace filling our hearts and sharing our love for Jesus by imparting 
peace to all. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Pastor Kurt 
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“Second Hour” 

 

Pastoral Search Committee 
 

Please join us for a “Second Hour” on Sunday, November 3rd  
during Coffee Hour as we  give an update on the pastoral search. 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

   
Nov.  3       Twenty-Fourth Pentecost;  
     Communion; Second Hour  
                   
Nov. 10      Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
                    Stewardship Sunday 
 
Nov. 17      Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
                    Long Term Member Recognition 
 
Nov. 24      Thanksgiving Sunday 
                   Thanksgiving Potluck 
 
 2:30 pm     Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

 

COMMUNITY  INTERFAITH   
 

CELEBRATION  OF  THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Sunday, November 24 at 2:30 p.m.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 The First Congregational Church, Canton Center 
 

Join us for an Interfaith Celebration of Thanksgiving  
with leaders and choirs of  local faith communities participating.   

 

All are welcome! 
 



Thank you to ALL who volunteered and supported our annual 

 

Chicken Pie Supper & Harvest Fair on October 19th.  
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Deacons’ Bench 
Cora Mutch, Deacon 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful message Pastor Kurt preached on Sunday, October 

20th about worrying. He said that you need not worry, that God has a 

plan for you. God knows what you will be doing each day and that He 

will be there with you every step of the way.   It reminded me of the 

poem, "Footprints", or it is also known as “Footprints in the Sand” and 

that brought peace to me. We all worry and it is very hard to let it go, but 

we can try to worry a little less and put God in the driver seat of our lives. 

He is always with us and we can give him our worries. Some lines from 

this serene poem are: “One night I dreamed I was walking along the 

beach with the Lord” ; “Scenes from my life flashed across the sky.” ,  

"In each, I noticed footprints in the sand.”, “Sometimes there were two 

sets of footprints, other times there was only one.”, “During the low 

periods of my life I could only see one set of footprints.”,  “The Lord 

replied, ’The times when you have seen only one set of footprints, my 

child, Is when I carried you.”  Let the Lord take your worries and let him 

walk with you or carry you when you need Him. He is always with you.  

 



The Churchmouse Page 5 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY Director of Faith Formation 
Hollace Bristol 

 

Our Happy Wanderers excursion on the Canton Land Conservation Trust Pratt property was so much fun!  
We had 15 wanderers, ages 10 - 86 and everyone made the journey. It is such a great feeling of community  
to watch how hikers help each other around obstacles  
and challenges.   

 

 
In Church School for the past few weeks, we have 
been exploring the idea of being led by Spirit toward 
our dreams and our goals.  
 
We read scripture passages to which 
Rev. Kurt referred in early October 
about paying attention to signs that let 
us know that we are on purpose. We 
explored intuition and its relationship 
to the Divine voice in our lives. Then, 
we looked through old magazines to 
find photos or words or phrases or 
illustrations that we felt called to us, 
those images that had meaning for us 
or represented things we like or want. 
We compared the process to going 
through a buffet line and paying 
attention to why we fill our plate with 
the choices we make along the way. 
Once each person had an envelope 
full of cut-outs, we glued them on 
poster board to create vision boards 
and talk about the story that the 
boards display. Our young people are 
so amazing!!!  
 
We are indeed blessed! 
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Wider Church News 
 

Linda McAllister 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped 

with the  Chicken Pie  Supper 

and Harvest Fair.   

 

We truly appreciated  

everyone’s help!    

Harvest Fair proceeds were $1,162  
and Chicken Pie Supper 

approx. $2,000. 

FELLOWSHIP/INREACH  MINISTRY 

Wider Church will be holding our 
annual Thanksgiving pot luck lunch on 
Sunday November 24 after church.  We 
will have sign up sheets on the kitchen 
door to bring a cooked turkey or side 
dishes and desserts to go with the 
turkey.  We’ll also need help setting up 
and cleaning up afterwards (washing 
tablecloths too). 
 
In December we will go to  
“A Christmas Carol “ at the Riverton 
Congregational Church on December 
1.  Several of our church members are 
in the play, and it‘s a fun time.  We 
hope to arrange a time for lunch at the 
Riverton Inn before the play. 
 
Plans are still in the works for January 
and February, but may include an 
Italian buffet followed by a chili cook 
off and game night the next month!   
Stay tuned!! 
 
We’re always looking for new ideas.  
Please feel free to talk to our 
committee members if you have an 
idea to suggest. 
 
 Linda & Craig McAllister,   
Chairs 
 
Casey Levine & Geri Bunnell, 
Co-Chairs 

  
  

Our annual Sunday-before-Thanksgiving  
pot luck meal will take place after the  

service on November 24.   
 

Sponsored each year by the  
Wider Church Fellowship Committee,  

this event brings our church family together  
to enjoy a Thanksgiving-style lunch.   

 
We will need a few people  

to bring roasted turkeys and 
 others to bring side dishes and desserts. 

 
   Please see the sign up sheet  

on the kitchen door. 

       THANKSGIVING  

               POTLUCK 
 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  24 
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FELLOWSHIP/INREACH  MINISTRY 
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SUPPORT TO OUR MINISTRIES 

 
 
 
 

The Perfect time to Scrip! 

 
November is here!  This time of year always flies by for me.  The days are 
suddenly much shorter, which generally means I want to stay inside more and 
sleep longer.  It also means that Christmas will be here before we know it!  
And with Thanksgiving being about as late as it can get this year, the 
Christmas season will seem to come even quicker than normal. 
 
Are you someone who likes to get a jump on their Christmas shopping?  Visit 
the Scrip table any Sunday during coffee hour or email me to get a full list of 
all 600+ brands available through the program.  You can make your list and 
have time to check it more than twice! And if you’re more of a “wait until it’s 
closer” kind of shopper?  No worries!  Gift Cards through Scrip are always 
here for you!  We’ll be taking orders right through December 15th to get them 
in time for Christmas.  If you’re not in church, you can always call, text or 
email me (860-371-1016 or levine429@gmail.com) or you can place an order 
online or through the RaiseRight app.  Reach out to me for our church’s 
unique enrollment code if you wish to place an order electronically. 
 
We’re also collecting gift cards on behalf of the missions committee for both 
Wellmore and Canton Social Services.  Last year, we donated over $1800 in 
gift cards that were split between these organizations.  They were beyond 
appreciative!  We’ll be collecting cards again through the whole month of 
November.  See me at the Scrip table for more details, or check out the article 
from the Missions committee also found in this newsletter. 
 
Scrip cards are available for over 600 retailers – from large chain stores and 
restaurants to smaller national shops, and lots of online retailers.  We even 
have Visa cards available in various denominations – with no activation fee 
that you would pay if you bought them in the store.  Of course, grocery stores 
remain our most popular cards - Stop & Shop and Shop Rite are available 
every week in different denominations.  The ways you can use Scrip gift 
cards are only limited by your imagination!  And don’t forget that every card 
you purchase – big or small – earns money for our church. 

 
 

Thanks, as always, for your support! 
 

Casey 
 

A Pastoral Search Update from the Church Council 
 

Hugh Anderson, 2nd Vice President 
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Missions & Outreach 
Martha Stansel, Chair 

 
  

    COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

As we move toward the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, our congregation  
has several opportunities to serve others in the community that need our help. 

 
 

Canton Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

This year Senior & Social Service will be offering a hot Thanksgiving meal to the Canton 
community on Wednesday, 11/ 27, and our congregation will be providing the desserts for 
approximately 100 people.  Please sign up to donate a pie, cupcakes, or cookies so the organizers 
can set up a nice dessert table.  A sign-up sheet will be on the kitchen door starting November 3rd. 
Desserts can be delivered to the church Tuesday afternoon (11/26) so we can deliver them to the 
Community Center on Wednesday morning.  Alternatively, desserts can be delivered directly to the 
Senior & Social Service office between 7:30 and 4:15 on Tuesday and before 11 am on Wednesday 
the 27th. If neither of these options works for you, contact Martha Stansel (860-747-5344) to make 
other arrangements.      
 
Gift Cards 

 

Wellmore: We are again collecting Target and WalMart gift cards for Wellmore.  These 
gift cards help their clients and families have a more personalized Christmas. When the social 
workers we support visited last Spring, we found out that they shop with the clients and don’t 
just hand them the gift cards. While the families shop for desired Christmas items, they also 
receive guidance in good shopping strategies to budget and get the most value from the cards. 
 
Canton Senior and Social Service is collecting gift cards for their clients.  Walmart, Target, 
Kohl’s, Shoprite, CVS, Amazon, and gas station gift cards are all welcome.     
  
How to donate: The easiest way to donate is to buy gift cards through Scrip.  You can 
speak to Casey at the Scrip table during coffee hour to see which cards she recommends or has 
available.  You can also donate cash that can be combined with other donations to purchase 
cards.  All gift cards need to be purchased by December 1st in order to be delivered in time  for 
the agencies to distribute them to their clients.  If you prefer, you can also purchase gift cards 
and bring them in by 12/1. 
 

Toys 
 

Canton Senior and Social Services is also collecting toys this year, and we know some of you like 
to have the fun of shopping.  Any type of new toy for any age will be appreciated. Toys need to be 
brought to church by December 1st and can be left in the Missions Box beside the kitchen door. 
 
Brian’s Angels 
 

Watch the mid-week email for information about food for Brian’s Angels in November. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all.  

 
An Open and Affirming Congregation  

 
 

* Important Notice *  
 

When parking at the church,  

please abide by the òNo Parkingó signs  
on Cherry Brook Road  

across from the store and church.  
 

We have received two notifications       

recently from the police department that 

they have reports of cars parked there on 

Sunday mornings and during events.  

TO: our long term members of  
25 years: 

Judy Robinson 
Norm Robinson 
Harriet Vose 

_____ 
our long term members of  

40 years: 
Bonnie Dommel 

Jan Dommel 

_____ 
    our long term members of  

50 years: 
Debbie Casanova 

Cary LeGeyt 

_____ 
      our long term member of  

60 years: 
Joy Petersen 

_____ 
 

Long Term Members are invited  
to join us for a special recognition  

on Nov. 17th at the 10 am Worship. 
 

 

  IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

             Please tune to: 
 

    WFSB Channel 3 or  NBC CT  
             News Channels 
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                          NOVEMBER   2024    

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Saturday  

      

 

 

  

 

  

  

1 2 

 

 

 
AA  11:00 pm 

3       Worship & 
Communion  

10:00 am 
Second Hour 

 

 
 

 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir 4:30 pm  
 
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

6     

 
 
 

Deacons  
Meeting 
7:00 pm 

  

7 

      
 

 

 

 Cub Scouts 

6:30 pm 
 

 

Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

8 9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

10 

 

 Worship  10:00 am 

& Stewardship  

Sunday 
 
 

 
 

 

         

11 

 

 

Trustee 7:00 pm 
 

Choir 4:30 pm 
Choir & Guest 

5:15 pm  
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

12 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council  

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

14 

  

 

 

  
Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

15 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

17 
 

Worship & 
Long Term  

Recognition 
10:00 am 

 
   

18   
 

 

 

 

Choir 4:30pm 
Choir & Guest 

5:15 pm  
 

AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

19 

 

 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 21 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

 

22 

 

23 

 

Artisan Fair 

10 - 2 pm 

 
 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 

24  
        Worship 10 am 
   4th Sun Food Collection 

 

Thanksgiving  
Potluck 

 
 

Interfaith  
Thanksgiving  
Service  2:30 pm 

25 
 

 

 
Choir 4:30 pm 
Choir & Guest 

5:15 pm  
 

 AA/ACA  7:00 pm 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

27 
 

 

 

 

   

28 
 

  

 

 

 

 

29 

  

30 

 

 
 

. 

 

 

AA  11:00 pm 



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
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The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
Cantoncenterchurch.org 

 
 

Interim Pastor 
860-693-4207 

Pastor Kurt Satherlie 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Office 
(860)693-4581 

Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Organist/Director of Music: 
(860)693-4216 

Mary Lou Keefe   
music@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Hollace Bristol 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 Assistant Director of Faith Formation: 
Karen Needham 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 
 

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 


