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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT October 2024

Message from the pastor ...

Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. ~ 2 Corinthians 5:17

If [ were to choose a favorite month it would be October. Each month has its own special features
yet perhaps we all have a favored month of the year. It may be because of a special holiday, your

birthday,  the weather, or an annual vacation. October is special for me on many levels with the
cooling temperatures, the colorful leaves, the wonderful smells, and my favorite pie is pumpkin!

Yet I remember one October I was not feeling a skip in my step. It was my second month in seminary and
on a beautiful fall day in October I was feeling uneasy, disheartened and fearful. I was aware of the
reasons why yet still hoped that my favorite month would gently assuage the nervousness I was experiencing.

1 had recently retired from law enforcement merely two months before and entered the beautiful, albeit
daunting halls and classrooms of Yale Divinity School. [ soon learned most new students at this vy league
university felt very similar. Was this the right choice? Would I be successful in a highly academic arena?
Is this what God really had in mind for me with four little boys at home and a mom who worked full time?

A little over a month since classes started and I continued to feel this pressure. [ entered seminary with a
simple yet very strong faith but was that enough for what lay ahead? My ‘simple’ faith was being tested!
On this beautiful autumn day between classes, I met up with a friend I had made during our weekend
introduction to the university who introduced me to a third-year student. He asked me how things were
going and normally the answer would be great, OK, hanging in there. But what came out (still not sure
why to this unknown person) was something like, “I’'m simply overwhelmed. I feel very confused.” He
smiled and said he felt the same when he came to YDS and wanted to share some advice given to him.
He held out his two hands and formed the shape of a sphere. “Picture this being your life now, a clear,
fragile, glass ball.” With his hands over his head, he threw the imaginary ball (my life) on the common
room floor. He said “this is your life now, like most who come here. Broken, shattered, future unknown,
pieces scattered everywhere confusing your thoughts. And day by day, studying and learning about God,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the Bible in depth will deepen your understanding slowly placing each piece
back together. You will see at graduation that the ball (my life) will look different. There may be areas
where the glass did not meld together, scars you might say, yet with all the imperfections, saturated with
God’s word and love, you will be a new person.” He smiled and slowed walked away.

We all come to crossroads in our lives, some with clouds and darkness that take us time to adjust so we
can see the right path to take. Others are clear and seem straightforward. Some, like this crossroad in my
life, came with an angel, one whom I never saw again. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Therefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

1 left New Haven, CT that afternoon for my two-hour trek home witnessing the sun setting in a bright
blue sky and a peace that I pray will envelop all of you during this autumn month of October.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Kurt
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Oct. 6  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 20 Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
with Communion
& New Members Recognized

Oct. 13 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 27 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Fourth Sunday Food Collection

All Sunday services are at 10:00 a.m.
In person and live streamed on our website.
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Deacons’ Bench
Beth Lingenheld, Deacon

Look Left, Look Right and Look Up

I recently went on a bucket list return trip to London, England with my daughter. We had a wonderful
time. The last time I was in London with her was in 2009 when she was 12. She is now in her 20’s.
Navigating travel has changed quite a bit over the years and this time around our phones played a
significant role in guiding our travel experience. In many ways our phones made things a lot easier, but
there were a few instances when I found myself wanting to reach out to people around me for help but
my daughter asked me not to do that. [ was surprised, and asked her why not, no good reason

surfaced. I shared, “People many times like to help others, I think it makes them feel good.”

I think people are often reluctant to reach out to one another. People are fragile in their own unique
ways, and may be reticent to ask for help. People can find strength in community, as can be seen in our
church community. In our church community we have our spiritual leader who is our minister, but in
the congregational denomination we are a democracy. We have the church committees that address the
day-to-day operations, and as one body, the congregation selects our spiritual leader to guide us, but
we, the congregation, are the community.

Sharing a quote from the authors, Allen Hunt and Matthew Kelly, wisdom feels well within our reach
with their simple description. “Wsdomis disceming the vital fewand pouring ourselves into them Wsdom choses the
vital few over the trivial many, and in some metters, the one over all others.”

We can be present to help one another. We can bring “community” to life. Perhaps if we look to our
left and look to our right, as well as looking up, we will reap the benefits in our lives by asking for help
and being open to those seeking help. Seek help. Seek connection. Seek wisdom. Make community
one of your vital few.
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Music Notes
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music

I consider myself lucky to have loyal and talent-

ed bell ringers and Sr. choir members. However,

because we have lost a ringer due to a too distant
move and two singers for diverse reasons.

I am in the market for some recruits for both
choirs. If you are interested in joining the bell
choir, you would be trained on proper handling
of the bells. If you can read music or if you have
been part of an ensemble would be a plus.

To join a singing group you would have to be
able to carry a tune and ideally having sung in a
group previously and/or able to read music.
Members of the senior choir and the bell choir
are very welcoming and would make you feel
right at home. If you are interested in one
group or the other, let us know and give us a
try. Any of the choir members would be more
than happy to talk to you about the choirs.

Christian Education News
Hollace Bristol, Director of Faith Formation

Welcome back everyone!! We have started our program year with a
lively and heartwarming weekend of music by the Matsiko World
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The senior choir rehearsal schedule is
Monday afternoons from 4:30 -5:30 p.m.

The handbell choirs meets on
Thursdays from 5:30 -6:30 p.m.
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We are hoping to have a youth choir
start up in the fall with a probable rehearsal
on Sundays after church.
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Orphan Choir, performing Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon
as well as joining in our worship service with a song. Choir members also took part in our

intergenerational experience and joined us for Church School. As we waved goodbye to them on Monday
morning there were hugs all around and tears shed. We felt so close to them all weekend and even though
we plan on inviting them to come back next year, there will likely be changes in the membership of the
choir. We wish them God speed and blessings always.

Each year we choose a theme around which our Church School lessons are planned. This year our theme is
“We Are the World,” in celebration of our diversity and commonality. So, if your children attend our
Church School, feel free to engage them in conversation about the parallels between what we want to see
in the world locally and what we envision globally. We are always looking for ways to engage the
children in thinking about big ideas.

We have a few other special events planned for the fall. Happy Wanderers are hiking after church on
Sunday, September 29" on a trail maintained by the Canton Land Conservation Trust. We are also
bringing back Messy Church on Saturday evening, October 26™. The Wider Church committee will
help us build games and craft stations throughout the building to make for a fun night out for families.
Bring a friend! We are also planning a game night for a Parents-Night-Out on Friday, November 8"
This is a great way to introduce new families to our church community.

We look forward to seeing you soon! Blessings, always!
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First Congregational Church, Canton Center |
184 Cherry Brook Road (Rt. 179, 1.25 mi. north of Rt. 44) |

860-693-4581
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Saturday, October 1

Fair: 4-7 pimm

Bake Sale ~ Sweet Shop

supper: 4-4 pim

Chicken Pie * Gravy ¢ Mashed Potatoes ® Turnips  Green Beans e (oleslaw
* Rolls * Cranberry Sauce < Beverage < Pie for Dessert

Tickets can be purchased at the event on the 19th
§I5.00 ~ Adults ~ $6.00 ~ (hildren under 12 years old

Volunteer sign up sheets will be posted on the kitchen door.
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Missions & Outreach
Martha Stansel

OCTOBER MISSIONS & OUTREACH COLLECTIONS
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We are also collecting
men’s, women’s, & children’s coats
which will be donated
to Gifts of Love in Avon.

We’re collecting toiletries for Hands of Grace,
specifically
toothbrushes, toothpaste,
shampoo. and deodorant.

Gifts of Love was very appreciative
Linda McAllister has let us know 'y oPp

. . ) when we delivered the
that their supplies are very low for these items. donated coats last year.

Q Brianis An els On September 20", we made and donated 80 meat and cheese
oA g sandwiches and 40 PB&J sandwiches for Brian’s Angels Homeless
(C) HOMELESS QUTREACH Outreach. Brian’s Angels tries to provide a warm lunch four days/week
and provides sandwich and snack bags six days/week for an evening meal.

We will make sandwiches again on Friday, October 18" at 11 a.m.

Many hands help us get the sandwiches done in a timely manner, so please consider volunteering
to help us for about an hour. Watch for the sign-up sheet on the kitchen door.

Thank you to everyone who donated cat and dog food to be given to the
Canton Food Pantry and Beacon of Light Animal Rescue.

Thank you to everyone who donated cookies and other items for the reception after the
MATSIKO WORLD ORPHAN CHOIR'S Sunday performance.
Food that was left over was used to help feed
the choir members or donated to Brian’s Angels.



Matsiko World Orphan Choir
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Historians Corner
Tim LeGeyt

A Cross To Bear

Our church has, over the years, had some difficulty in displaying a cross. It has been a topic of some
disagreement, but has been played out recently to some resolution.

We have three crosses that grace our sanctuary - sometimes one and sometimes more than one. There is the
large cross that hangs on the wall behind the pulpit. It is a beautiful piece of craftsmanship by woodworker Bill
Needham (Kim's husband) and it fits perfectly in its space. My only concern about it is that, as a focal point
which holds such strong emphasis as the emblem of our faith, it doesn't stand out because it is painted the same
green as all the woodwork in the room. Nonetheless, it is well-received and appreciated.

We also have a tradition of an Easter Cross. Every year since the middle-eighties, we have had a cross for the
Easter service which is crafted from the Christmas tree trunk. It is a rough cross to signify the rough treatment
of our Saviour on his last day in our midst and is hewn from the Christmas tree trunk on Good Friday. It sits
with the Easter lilies on the chancel for our Easter Service.

The other cross is the one pictured here. This cross is more well crafted and represents the close feelings of the
Rector and Wardens of the Trinity Episcopal Church for one of our Pastors, our Rev. Walter Warner in 1937,
the last year of his Pastorate. The Latin phrase "hac itur ad astra" on the back of the cross may be a fond
farewell for Rev. Warner and could be translated as "thus he travels to the stars". This cross has been in our
church since it was gifted to us in 1937 and has been kept in several locations, but is now enjoying a special
position on the stand in front of our pulpit.

So be it!!
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Calling all vendors!!

Join us Saturday, November 23rd, 10am -2pm for the

Artisan Fair at First Congregational Church at Canton Center!

e We are hosting 18 vendors in the church’s fellowship hall. To add to the festivities, there will
be a Tea Cup Raffle, Gingerbread Man photo-op and bake sale with seasonal refreshments!

e Each vendor space is $30 and measures 10' X 7' with an 8' table if needed. The layout will
have ample space for shoppers to access each booth.

e Vendors are asked to donate one item with a minimum value of $20 to the Tea Cup Raffle.
The Tea Cup Raffle is a great way to advertise and get your product in the community.

e Vendors will be able to set up at 8am on November 23rd. The church has elevator access and a
handicap accessible ramp to aid with set up if needed.

e We will have a room for vendors to re-charge and take a break. WiFi is available for vendor
use throughout the event.

e In addition, we are teaming up with the Trinity Episcopal Church at 55 River Rd in Collins-
ville, and their Quality Street Fair as part of the “Christmastime on Route 179”. The synergy of
both fairs and combined advertising will be sure to attract even more shoppers on the day of
the event. Shoppers will receive a “passport” to encourage a visit to both fairs and be eligible
to enter to win a raffle prize!

Vendor spaces are limited so please submit your application and fee ASAP.

e Return applications via email at office@cantoncenterchurch.org OR mail to
PO Box 133, Canton Center, CT, 06020.

e Payment accepted via cash, check made out to FCCCC or Venmo @CantonCenterChurch
(please put your business name in the comments) .

e Deadline for application is October 31st. If you have any questions,
contact the church office 860-693-4581 or email Jennifer at jenniferherbek@hotmail.com
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Church

Scrip is Fundraising While You Shop!

The Scrip table is open in the Parish Hall every Sunday during coffee hour. Stop by to see what
gift cards we have available for immediate purchase, for ordering to pick up the following week, or
to just find out more about our program. There is a brand new “shop online” way to earn as well.
It’s a little bit like Amazon Smile used to be — log onto the RaiseRight.com website and click
through to an individual online retailer’s site. If you make a purchase, our program will get a
percentage. Stop by the table to learn more!

Scrip is a fundraising program our church been participating in for over 8 years! Church members
can purchase gift cards for over 600 retailers. You pay face value, but the church buys them for
less, thus the fundraising! Every time you buy a card through us, you’re raising money for our
church! You can order in person, online or through the RaiseRight app. If you’re not in church,
feel free to email or call / text anytime — levine429(@gmail.com or 860-371-1016.

In order to continue and grow on our success, we need more shoppers! You don’t have to make a
purchase every week, or even every month. Give it a try if you haven’t yet — every single purchase
helps! While most people think of buying gift cards for presents, you can also just buy them for
yourself to use in place of cash or credit at local grocery stores, restaurants and department stores.
If you’re spending the money anyway, why not help our church in the process? As we head toward
the Christmas season, we’ll also be collecting gift cards for Canton Social Services and Wellmore
again soon — stay tuned!

We’d also love to have more people to help run the table during coffee hour. Even if you can only
commit to once a month or less it would help a lot. See Casey or Karen if you can lend a hand.

Thank you, as always, for your support!

God is still speaking !!!

2999999999999

Visit our website at www.cantoncenterchurch.org

Listen to recorded Sermons and Music
from worship services!

Follow us on 'i



http://www.cantoncenterchurch.org
mailto:levine429@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Matsiko Meeting
Debriefing 11 am Wedding
) Rehearsal
Dlgconate Bell Choir 3pm
oom
7:00 pm 5:30 pm AA 11:00
AA 7:00 pm Y pm.
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship &
Communion Garden Club | Garden Club
New Members Choir 4:30
oir 4:30 pm
Sunday P Bell Choir
Wedding 2:30 pm |  ACA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00pm AA 11:00 p.m.
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship Iaa;:_dwi?h HARVEST
aking for . ,
10:00 am Choir 4:30 pm Brian's gngels FAIR &
Trustees - 11am CHICKEN
7400 prn Council PIE SUPPER
P 7:00 pm Bell Choir 57 PM
ACA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm o
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship
10:00 am Messy
Choir 4:30 pm fh‘?‘“’:]
Bell Choir P
ACA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm .
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
27 28 29 30 31
Worship
10:00 am
Fourth Sunday )
Food Collection | Choir4:30 pm Bell Choir
ACA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Interim Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:
Hollace Bristol
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org
Assistant Director of Faith Formation:
Karen Needham
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.




