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THE CHURCHMOUSE 

I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that  he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about 
all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains  or defending and confirming the gospel, 
all of you share in God’s grace with me.     ~Philippians 1:3-7 
 

Message from the pastor… 
 

Paul and Timothy’s words to the Philippians resonate deeply with me as I reflect on our incredible 
community. Your partnership in the gospel is a constant source of joy and inspiration. Your hospitality, 
kindness, and unwavering faith are a testament to the transformative power of God’s love. I am eternally 
grateful for the privilege of serving as your Interim pastor. 
 

Here we are close to fall.  Each season has it’s own ‘glow and charm’ however, autumn enables us to gear up 
as children return to school and churches regroup after a summer hiatus.  Some people, like me, find autumn, 
with its natural beauty and crisp days, invigorating and enticing me outside to enjoy the loveliness of nature 
often rejuvenating my inner being.  There is a sense of calm and nostalgia witnessing God’s creation in 
transformation.  As each of us re-connect or re-commit to fall activities, I pray we pause if only for a few 
minutes reflecting on our faith and spiritual life, to become aware of what we are sensing inside ourselves and 
our relationship with God.   Focus on what is important to you and set aside time for God, to just ‘be’, 
becoming one with the Spirit of all Creation.  As autumn’s leaves fall gently to the ground let go of worries 
releasing them to the Great I AM.  In letting go, and letting God, we get ourselves out of the way for the 
Spirit’s life-giving transformation, just as we witness the transformation of our seasons, especially autumn.     
 

I am particularly invigorated in this fall season for a variety of reasons. Of course there are the usuals: cooler 
weather (who would have guessed), the colors, aromas, and all of God’s beauty that welcomes us into the 
autumn season. Moreover, this year, I am eager to witness Canton Center Church come alive again and 
wonder if the energy we experienced as we said goodbye to spring and jumped into summer is still very much 
alive. 
 

Canton Center Church is poised for exciting new beginnings. Gathering Sunday, September 15th, we welcome 
our youth for Church school, anticipate the return of our beloved choir, and look forward to the joyful sounds 
of the World Orphan Matsiko Choir from Liberia.  We also have a full slate of volunteers for our Search 
Committee that will be actively seeking a new pastor to guide you on the next chapter of your journey. 
 

Our growth for the church population, its finances, and most importantly our interconnected faith depends on 
each of us. Unity is so vital to a healthy church.   Let us commit to strengthening our bonds of unity, 
supporting one another in faith, and sharing the love of Christ with our community. Together, we can create a 
vibrant and welcoming church where all feel loved and accepted. 
 

As we embrace the beauty of autumn, may we also embrace the opportunity for spiritual renewal and growth. 
Let us approach this new season with hope, excitement, and a deep reliance on God's guidance. 
 

We have much to be grateful for here at FCCCC.   I forecast an exciting future is ahead as we open ourselves 
to the unknown (as yet) will of God.  Follow your heart and passion as you become actively involved in our 
beautiful church or simply hop on board and come along for the ride!   
 

With many blessings and a grateful heart, 
 

Pastor Kurt 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

             Worship in September 
 
 

 

 

Sept. 1     Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost; 

                 Communion Sunday 

                 Joined with our brothers & sisters 

         From Canton Baptist Church. 

     

Sept. 8      Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

                                   

Sept. 15    Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost; 

                  Gathering Sunday &  

                  Matsiko World Orphan Choir 

 

Sept. 22   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

                     

Sept. 29   Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

               Second Hour - Pastoral Search    

 
 

SECOND HOUR ~  SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE   
 
Sunday, September 29th  
 
 
Our settled pastor search committee has been busy this summer, collecting all your 
feedback and using it as valuable input as we complete our church profile. We 
received about 50 responses so thanks to everyone for sharing your perspectives. 
We're happy to hear from all who have thoughts so if you haven't responded yet, 
please feel free to do so. We will hold a second hour session after church on 
September 29th to share where we are and what's next heading into the next phase 
of our search. We hope to see you all there.  
 
Hugh Anderson 
Chairperson 
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Christian Education News 
 Hollace Bristol 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

We trust that your summer has been reinvigorating! We are so excited to be starting a new 
program year! Our program year typically starts with an event called Gathering Sunday, 
when we celebrate the return of the families and young folks after summer vacation.  
We originally advertised this event to take place on September 8th, but with the visit and 
performances of the Matsiko World Orphan Choir from Liberia, we decided to combine  
their visit with our Gathering Sunday event.   So, Gathering Sunday is September 15th, 
2024. I’m sure you will read the details of the Matsiko Choir elsewhere in the 
Churchmouse, but just to be clear, the young folks in the choir will be invited to join us      
in Church School with our youth that day to enjoy some introductory experiential activities. 

 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We have a few other special events 
planned for the fall.  

 
We are bringing back Messy Church 

on Saturday, October 26th.  
 

The Wider Church committee will help 
us build game and craft stations 
throughout the building to make  
for a fun night out for families.  

Bring a friend!  
 

We are also planning a game night  
for a Parents-Night-Out event this fall; 

date to be determined.    
 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 
Blessings, always! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Each year we choose a theme  

around which our Church School  
lessons are planned.  

This year our theme will be  
“We Are the World,”  
in celebration of our  

diversity and commonality.  
 

We plan an intergenerational activity 
around this theme during the church service 
on Gathering Sunday to include our whole 

congregation and the choir members.  
 

Then, we will celebrate with a  
picnic luncheon after church.  

Feel free to invite friends to join us  
for this rare and exceptional event! 
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Music Notes    
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music 

  
 

Special thanks to the summer soloists:  
Jerry Alonzy, Paul Stansel, Judy Robinson and Jim Todd.   
 

Jerry Alonzy will also be singing on September 1st.   

 

 Special thanks to our very talented subs who filled in for my absence:  

 Susan Clark, Asher Scarlato, and Kari Miller Magg.   

   

 Special thanks to music committee members who were in touch with  

 substitutes:   Marilyn Larose and Kathleen Lundgren   

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

What with cooler weather and shorter days we are once again reminded that Fall and Winter are not far 
behind.  This year for me has been long and sometimes arduous and not without surprises, some good and 
some not so good, Hopefully, the worst is behind me now and I can continue to be of service to the 
church and to my choir members,  both Senior and Handbell choir members.   
 
As usual we are always hoping to have new members join the sr. choir and somewhat experienced ringers 
who may like to join the bell ensemble. Rehearsals will begin on the following dates: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              Senior Choir      Handbell Choir 
            Monday, September 9th      Thursday, September 19th  
                        4:30 pm                                          5:30 pm 
        

 

Thank you… 
 

 I have been truly blessed with the outpouring of well wishes, calls,  
food donations, home visits, flowers, your prayers, and the many cards. 

It was very much appreciated and meant so much to help me keep going.   
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    COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Missions & Outreach 
Martha Stansel 

 
       The Missions Box collection for September ~ Cat and Dog food -  both canned and dry.   
 

The food will be donated to two local organizations that assist people who are having difficulty paying for 
food for their pets or help feed and rescue abandoned and stray animals. Once every six weeks, the Canton 
Food Pantry makes donated pet food available to clients who need it to help them feed and keep their pets.  
The mission of Beacon of Light Animal Rescue, Inc, which has been founded by Megan Keefe and her wife 
Lisa, is to help take as many stray and abandoned cats and dogs off the streets and into approved, loving, 
responsible homes. (The cats are mostly from Northwest CT and the dogs are mostly from the southern 
U.S.) They are also feeding stray and feral populations in Torrington and Winsted. The food we donate will 
go toward helping foster homes until the pets are adopted and for street feeding the strays and feral cats.  
 

 

Afghan Family Update: 
 

 

The Avon VFW has set up a GoFundMe page to help the Tarin family purchase a car.   
 

The old car the family was originally given is no longer useable.  
Having a reliable car will allow the dad, Nasir,  

to find employment as well as provide some independence for the family.   
You can read more as well as make a donation at:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/avon-vfw-post-3272-afghan-resettlement.  

 
 

 
 

The Third Friday Sandwich Making Crew will gather on September 20th at 11 a.m.   
Brian’s Angels has changed the way they request sandwiches in order to get a variety.  We’re signed 
up to make a total of 120 sandwiches (40 PB&J, 40 ham and cheese, 40 bologna and cheese), so 
we’ll definitely need volunteers to help.  We’ve  developed a good system for getting the sandwiches 
made and we have fun doing it, so it should only take us about an hour to make all the sandwiches.  
Come have fun with us while doing good for others.  A sign-up sheet will be on the kitchen door.    

 
 

Thank you.  The congregation’s generous summer donations of  back-
packs and school supplies were taken to Wellmore by Geri Bunnell.  
She reported that they were very appreciative of the donations to help 
their clients have a successful start to the school year.   



Deacons’ Bench 
Kristin Oswald,  Deacon WORSHIP MINISTRY 
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Even though our church is active and has services year-round, September is the 
Welcome Back time for many people who take the summer off.  So, WELCOME BACK 
to our church for another year of fellowship, worship, reflection, connection and 
spiritual growth.  We hope you are healthy and happy and that you enjoyed your 
summer. 
 
The deacons are gearing up for a fall NEW MEMBER program to start this month.   Are 
you or someone you know thinking about joining our church?  If so, please attend one of 
the New Member Information sessions after church service on either Sunday, September 
8th or September 22nd in the lower-level corner room in the Parish Hall.  These meetings 
will last no more than one hour.  You will have a chance to hear from various church 
leaders the history, beliefs organizational structure and missions of Canton Center 
Church.  We plan to have a New Member ceremony on Sunday, October 6th during 
service.  Please contact Senior Deacon Kristin Oswald if interested in joining our church 
family at 860-690-7129 or oswaldfamily90@comcast.net. 
 
If you are already a current member of our church, we ask you to share what you love 
about First Congregational Church Canton Center with your friends and colleagues who 
may be searching for a church home. We welcome everyone!  Invite them to join you for 
Sunday service or any of the wonderful activities we have going on here, including our 
traditional Gathering Sunday picnic, the Matsiko Children International’s concert on 
Saturday September 14th at 7pm or Sunday the 15th at 2pm or the Artisans’ Fair on 
Saturday, November 23rd .  We want to grow our church and help others strengthen their 
faith and need your help in order to succeed. 
 
Peace to all and Happy Fall! 

 

 
Are you or someone you know thinking about joining our church?   

 
 

If so, please attend one of the New Member Information sessions after church service on 
either Sunday, September 8th or September 22nd in the lower level corner room in the 
Parish Hall.  These meetings will last no more than one hour.  You will have a chance to 
hear from various church leaders the history, beliefs organizational structure and missions 
of Canton Center Church.  We plan to have a New Member ceremony on Sunday, 
October 6th during service.  Please contact Senior Deacon Kristin Oswald if interested 
in joining our church family at 860-690-7129 or oswaldfamily90@comcast.net. 
  

 

mailto:oswaldfamily90@comcast.net
mailto:oswaldfamily90@comcast.net


    

             Matsiko World Orphan Choir: A choir of International Children’s Network 
PO Box 7695, Covington, WA 98042 | 253-632-8181 www.matsikochoir.com 

        Founder and President: Don & Jenny Windham 
 

 

Place: First Congregational Church, Canton Center, 184 Cherry Brook Rd, Canton Center, CT  06019 
Date:   September 14th and 15th 
Day/ Time:    Saturday evening – from 6:30-8:00 PM 
Day/ Time:    Sunday afternoon – from1:30-3:00 PM 

 

 
Matsiko World Orphan Choir: International Children’s Network  

 
 

First Congregational Church, Canton Center is honored to host the Matsiko Orphan Choir from 
Covington, WA to perform at Canton Center Church on Saturday September 14th @7:00 PM and 
Sunday September 15th @2:00 PM.  The doors will open on Saturday at 6:30 allowing all attendees to 
view and purchase items the youth will sell from their home country of Liberia, Africa.  Similarly, the 
doors will open at 1:30 on Sunday to shop before the performance.  From 7:00-8:00 on Saturday and 
2:00-3:00 on Sunday, the Matsiko Orphan Choir will captivate us with their performance in the church 
sanctuary.   The energetic youth perform dynamic cultural dances and singing in full vibrant costumes 
along with incredibly inspirational live testimonies about how they have overcome some of the most 
difficult of circumstances.   This performance feature helps audiences to understand that we can all 
overcome personal difficulties. 
  
Matsiko World Orphan Choir (the flagship vehicle of International Children’s Network – ICN) captures 
the hearts of all who hear their hope-filled message. The kids sing with such passion and meaning that 
their hope of overcoming tragedy and the life-changing effects of an education is truly inspiring. The 
Choir’s contagious energy and zeal will shine through a powerful presentation of original songs, 
cultural dances, and multimedia testimony.   
 
A ‘free will offering’ will be taken at the end of the performance as this is the means by which these 
events can continue.   Please come for an evening of enjoyment and support of this wonderful 
organization and their youth.  For more information, please contact FCCCC at 860-693-4581 and/or the 
Reverend Kurt Satherlie at 860-944-5158 (cell). 
 

                                                                                                    (Read more about Matsiko on following pages) 
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Wider Church has a busy schedule coming up.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We started off by going to a concert by “River of Dreams” at Mills Pond on August 1 . 
 

In September we will be welcoming the Matsiko World Children’s Orphans Choir from 
Liberia.  They will be preforming two concerts at our church …one at 7:00 pm on 
Saturday, September 14 and the second one on Sunday the 15th at 2:00 pm.  We will have 
a  potluck “meet and greet” dinner for all church members before the Saturday 
performance.  Then on Sunday, which will also be Gathering Sunday, we will have a 
lunch together with them after church, sponsored by Christian Education.  Both concerts 
will be open to the public and will have a free will offering to support their organization.  
More detailed information will come in the next couple of weeks. 

In October we will be working with the Christian Education committee, Hollace Bristol 
and Karen Needham to present a “Messy Church” event.  This is an event that offers 
crafts and activities for our church school children and their families…but everyone is 
welcome .  There will also be a simple meal and short worship service. 

November will be our annual Thanksgiving potluck lunch after church, on November 
24.  We will also be supporting the Artisan Fair on Saturday November 23. 

Our December activity is still up in the air.  The past few years we have gone to see “The 
Christmas Carol” in Riverton and gathered at the Riverton Inn for lunch.  We are also 
thinking of reprising past activities such as “Christmas Lantern Walk” at Mystic Seaport 
or going to Radio City Music Hall in NYC for their Christmas show.  Please let us know 
what you would like to do for the holidays. 

 
 

For those of you who don’t know, Wider Church is the committee  
charged with offering social activities for our members and friends.   

We hope that, through these activities, we will create stronger bonds as a church  
family and grow our membership by inviting neighbors and friends to join us.   

 
The committee members this year are:  

Craig and Linda McAllister , Geri Bunnell, and Casey Levine.  
 
 

If you have suggestions for other activities, let us know.                                                             
Please come see us during coffee hour. 

 

Wider Church 
Linda McAllister 
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FELLOWSHIP/INREACH  MINISTRY 



The Churchmouse Page 13 

 

Flowers Needed for Sunday Services! 

Experience the fun of brightening up the sanctuary  

and bringing joy to the congregation,  

while celebrating loved ones or a special occasion.  

Contact Nancy to pick a date at: nanalford@snet.net   

 

2023 Photo of Gathering Sunday 

Children were able to ring the church bell followed by  

their first class in the old (library/school house) building. 

mailto:nanalford@snet.net


The Churchmouse Page 14 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all. 

 
An Open and Affirming Church 

 

 
Fall into Fundraising While You Shop! 
 
 
We hope everyone had a wonderful summer.  School is back in session and so is scrip!  
The Scrip table continues to be open in the Parish Hall every Sunday during coffee hour.  
Stop by to see what gift cards we have available for immediate purchase, for ordering to 
pick up the following week, or to just find out more about our program.  There is a brand 
new “shop online” way to earn as well.  It’s a little bit like Amazon Smile used to be – log 
onto the RaiseRight.com website and click through to an individual online retailer’s site.  If 
you make a purchase, our program will get a percentage.  Stop by the table to learn more! 
 
If you don’t know about scrip yet, I’m not doing my job very well!  It’s a fundraising pro-
gram our church been participating in for over 7 years!  Church members can purchase gift 
cards for over 600 retailers.  You pay face value, but the church buys them for less, thus the 
fundraising!  Every time you buy a card through us, you’re raising money for our church!  
You can order in person, online or through the RaiseRight app.  If you’re not in church, 
feel free to email or call / text anytime – levine429@gmail.com or 860-371-1016. 
 
In order to continue and grow on our success, we need more shoppers!  You don’t have to 
make a purchase every week, or even every month.  Give it a try if you haven’t yet – every 
single purchase helps!  While most people think of buying gift cards for presents, you can 
also just buy them for yourself to use in place of cash or credit at local grocery stores, res-
taurants and department stores.  If you’re spending the money anyway, why not help our 
church in the process?  We’d also love to have more people to help run the table during 
coffee hour.  Even if you can only commit to once a month or less it would help a lot.    
See Casey or Karen if you can lend a hand. 
 
We’re looking forward to seeing everyone soon!  Keep scripping! 
 
Casey Levine 

 

 

mailto:levine429@gmail.com
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         SEPTEMBER    2024    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 Worship &  

Communion 

10:00 am 

 2 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 
 

 
 

Al-Anon & ACA  

7:00 pm 

3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACA  7:00 pm 

  4 
 

  

Deacons’  
Meeting 
7:00 pm 

 

  

 5      

 

 

 
 

 

6 7 

 

 

  

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

8 
      Missions Meeting  
              9 am 

  

Worship  10:00 am 
 

  New Members 
Meeting 

 

9 

 
 

 

Choir 4:30 pm 
 

Trustee’s Mtg. 
7:00 pm 

 

Al-Anon & ACA  
7:00 pm 

10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

11 

  
 
 

Council   
Meeting 
7:00 pm 

 
 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 14 

 

Matsiko 

World  

Orphan  

Choir  

7:00 pm 

 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

15 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

Gathering 

Sunday  

 

Matsiko World  

Orphan Choir 

4:00 pm 

 

16      

 

 

 

Choir 4:30 pm 
 

 

Al-Anon & ACA  

7:00 pm 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

18 
  

 

 19 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

20 

3rd Friday 
Sandwich  
making for  

Brian’s Angels 
11 am 

     

 

21 

 

 

 

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

22 
 

Worship 10:00 am 
 

 4th Sunday Food  
Collection 

 

 New Members  
Meeting 

 

23 

 
 

 

  

Choir 4:30 pm  
 

 Al-Anon & ACA  

7:00 pm 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

 

25 
 

 

26 
 

  

 

   

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

27 28 

 

 

 
 

 

 . 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

29 
 

     Worship 10:00 am 
 

Second Hour 
Pastoral Search  
(following service)  

 

  

30 

 
 

 

 Choir 4:30 pm  
 

 Al-Anon Annual 
Meeting 4 pm  

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

  



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at:  

www.cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Rev. Kurt Satherlie 
Interim Pastor 

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
Cantoncenterchurch.org 

 
 

Interim Pastor 
860-693-4207 

Pastor Kurt Satherlie 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Office 
(860)693-4581 

Kristen DiMattia 
Office Manager 

office@cantoncenterchurch.org 
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

 

Organist/Director of Music: 
(860)693-4216 

Mary Lou Keefe   
music@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Hollace Bristol 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 Asst. Director of Faith Formation: 
Karen Needham 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 


