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THE CHURCHMOUSE 

Message from the pastor… 

Infuse your life with action. Don't wait for it to happen.  Make it happen.  Make your own 
future.  Make your own hope.  Make your own love.  And whatever your beliefs, honor your 
Creator, not by passively waiting for grace to come down from upon high, but by doing what 
you can to make grace happen... yourself, right now, right down here on Earth.  

 

     ~Bradley Whitford 
 

As we bid farewell to 2023 and step into the new year, faith should not be a dormant ember, but a 
blazing fire that ignites our actions. Complacency and doubt may cast shadows, but they needn't 
extinguish our potential. As the theologian Paul Tillich reminds us, Doubt isn't the opposite of 
faith; it is an element of faith. Let us embrace this doubt not as a barrier, but as a stimulus for 
growth, stepping out of the ‘proverbial’ boat with Jesus and venturing into the realm of the 
"unimaginable." We may stumble, we may fall, but together, we can lift each other up, learning 
from every misstep and striving for new heights. In the spirit of Anne Sullivan's wisdom, let us 
remember her words, keep on beginning and failing. Each time you fail, start all over again, and 
you will grow stronger until you have accomplished a purpose - not the one you began with 
perhaps, but one you'll be glad to remember.   
 
Will 2024 be the year the Canton Center Church congregants resemble individual pieces of cloth, 
each square reflecting the stories and talents of our diverse community, that when stitched together 
produces a quilt with a vast array of colorful beauty.  Surrounded by God’s grace and love, as we 
stitch together our hopes and dreams, we will be on a path of infinite possibilities, ready to witness 
the extraordinary opportunities that unfold before us. 
 
Let's unleash our talents, energy, and time in 2024!   Doors we have shut in the past are open for us 
to achieve not just our individual goals, but collective dreams that go beyond anything we can 
imagine today. We have a blank canvass for untested ideas to unfold and our key to success is 
teamwork.  I'm energized to fill our calendar with the ideas and goals that will challenge our 
resolve and reinforce our belief that anything is possible with God! We've built a strong foundation 
and it's time to march forward with purpose and passion. 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy.  
            

           ~Philippians 1:3,4 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Pastor Kurt 
 



The Churchmouse Page 2 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 
  
 

 
 

 
All Sunday a.m. services at 10:00. 

 

To watch a service live online, go to our website homepage and click on the icon.   
To review a recorded service later, see under “Connect with Us” on our website   
(Sunday services generally posted on Mondays), or go to YouTube.com & search  
“Canton Center Church”  (morning service usually available there by Sun. afternoon.) 
 
 

Jan. 7  First Sunday after Epiphany 
               Communion 
 

Jan. 14  Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Jan. 21  Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

       Jan. 28  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
     

  
 
 

 
Several years ago I became a crew member on a racing sloop. Occasionally I would be asked to 
take the tiller and steer the boat. The skipper would point out a distant object such as a bell buoy or 
a far away light house and ask me to steer towards it. I found that if I lost focus the boat could head 
off away from the objective by a few degrees toward some potential danger such as rocky shoals, 
but just a little nudge on the tiller would bring her back on course. So it is with life and so it is for 
our plans for the new year. Decide before hand how you want your year, or your life, to turn out, 
make a plan, set an objective and make minor course corrections along the way if you need to. 
 
As I listened to the voice of the skipper so we can listen for the voice of God instructing us on what 
course corrections to make for our lives. We can hear His voice in the wind, in the trees, or in the 
rustle of the autumn leaves, in the babbling of a brook, or the song of a bird. Perhaps He’s nudging 
us to do a series of small acts of kindness and acts of light, one or two or several each day, such as 
letting someone go before you in line, giving a stranger a smile, saying a prayer for those you pass 
by, holding the door open for a stranger, visiting the lonely or the shut-in, sharing a meal with 
someone who lives alone. Nothing big and nothing major, just a few small acts of kindness every-
day. They will be like a series of small nudges on the tiller of your life changing the course of your 
life and the courses in the lives of others in positive ways we can only imagine. 

Deacons’ Bench 
Tim Lundgren, Deacon 



              
 
 

 

As the year 2023 draws to a close, I find myself assessing how I feel in relationship to the many activities 
that make up my path right now. What do I want more of; what do I want less of in the new year?  What 
commitments anchor me; which ones drain me; which ones challenge my quest for expansion; which ones 
provide connection? When it comes to answering that question regarding my church life, my answer is that I 
feel full when I leave church each Sunday. There are other engagements that leave me a bit drained, but 
church provides a certain grounding, centering energy that fills in some pieces of my life puzzle right now. 
Church is  a place for connection, a platform for ideas worthy of deep thought, a spirit of renewal and 
celebration. 
 
I can’t think of another organization that provides this holistic experience. “Come as you are” is a beautiful 
invitation to engage in our church community with our full selves, free to explore Jesus’ message always 
with a question mark; always open at the top. Thank you, all who engage in our congregation! I celebrate 
each of you! 
 
We continue to enroll new children in our Church School. Movie Night seems to be a draw for new 
families. The children’s choir, led by Judy Robinson, performed enthusiastically as part of Music Sunday on 
December 17th. 
 
The children have been involved in the assembly of the crèche during the advent service  
and Rev. Kurt is very excited about including them in Sunday services going forward. 
 
                            I wish you blessings of more dreams-come-true in 2024.     
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At the most wonderful and exciting but also stressful time of the year, music was in the air.   
Everywhere you would turn one would hear old favorites, classical songs, all varieties of Christmas 
music to suit every taste.  On Sunday, Dec. 17th, our choirs performed Christmas music out of the 
ordinary and I was about as proud as I could be.  Our intense rehearsals paid off.  The cantata "Have 
You Heard"  is a very different presentation of many Christmas carols.  For example, the song O Holy 
Night was to the tune of O Danny Boy.  Our ensemble consisting of Jon Keefe on guitar, drum and 
various percussion, and Cindy Webb on flute, added just the right touch without drowning out or 
overcoming the Celtic tone of the work.  The bell choir was also at the top of their form.  After the 
service their was a lovely enhanced coffee hour with help form Gail Macbeth and her daughter, 
Evelyn Sealand, and Marianne Burbank.  Additionally, members of the Sr. choir provided the 
delicious food. 
 

 

   Special thanks to all the members & guests of the senior choir and bell choir. 
 
   Special thanks to Walter who set up the tables for the event. 
 
   Special thanks to Jerry who took care of the sound for the cantata presentation. 
 
   Special thanks to Marilyn who has spearheaded the difficulty with the sound in the loft 
     and with the help of Jared the sound man, we have located and corrected some issues. 

Music Notes    
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music 

Director of Faith Formation 
Dr. Hollace Bristol 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRY 

Monthly food 
collection for 
Canton Food 
Bank 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 
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Missions & Outreach     COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

It’s almost time for The Cake Auction!! 
This year’s auction will be held after 
church on Sunday, February 11th . The 
themes this year are Valentine’s Day and 
The Super Bowl.  Anyone can make a 
cake to be auctioned by our very own pro-
fessional auctioneer, Paul Stansel, and all 
proceeds benefit the Mission Committee’s 
Food Fund. We will provide more infor-
mation as we get closer to the event, but 
wanted to give everyone a heads up so you 
can start making your cake plans. 
The Missions and Outreach Committee 

meets monthly to discuss ways to involve 
the congregation in various community 
outreach missions as well as to carefully 

consider the distribution of monies allocat-
ed to us through the yearly budget.  We 
welcome your input, suggestions, and ide-

as to help us make those plans.  Feel free 
to speak to any of the members of the 
committee: Geri Bunnell, Martha Stansel, 

Debbie Poleyestewa, Cary LeGeyt, Carol 
Orlando, John Raye, Casey Levine, Beth 
Lingenheld, and Rebecca Glinsman. 

 
 
 
 

Missions Box Collection  
We will collect coats to be distributed  
by Hands of Grace in New Hartford.   

Coats can be used, but should be in good condition.   
Hands of Grace helps families, so any size coats will be appreciated. 

 
Thank You: The congregation’s holiday generosity continued in December.  
Did you see the Christmas tree covered in hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves with 
more around the base? These were all delivered to Hands of Grace in New 
Hartford and will help keep many people warm this winter.  We also collected 
blankets for Brian’s Angels Homeless Outreach in Bristol, and the congregation 
was very generous with donations. Some blankets were taken when we delivered 
sandwiches in mid-December and the rest were delivered in early January. 

Afghan Refugee Resettlement Project: 
Paul Stansel shared a Moment for 
Missions about the Avon VFW’s work to 
resettle an Afghan family in our area.  He 
has communicated our church’s 
willingness to help to the leaders of this 
effort.  The VFW has put in an official 
application with IRIS and is waiting to be 
assigned a family.  Paul recently received 
information that the VFW has secured 
housing for a family when they do come.  
Several people have offered items to help 
set up a home for a family, but at this time 
there is nowhere to store items and we 
don’t yet know what is needed for a 
specific family.  Paul will get back to the 
congregation as soon as he has more 
information. 
Also, the Silk City Jazz Band will be 
performing swing and big band music at 
the Avon Library on January 21 from 2-4 
PM. All funds raised will go toward the 
resettlement project.  There’s a poster on 
the community bulletin board outside the 
sanctuary door for more information. 

Brian’s Angels:  
We will make lunch and sandwiches on Friday, January 19th.  We will meet at 10:00 so we have 
enough time to get everything prepared.  If you haven’t participated before, we’d love to have 
you come join the fun and fellowship as we serve others.  Sign-ups will be on the kitchen door. 
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Twenty members from our church attended a delicious luncheon at the beautiful Riverton Inn on December 2, 
 which was followed by the performance of “A Christmas Carol” at the Riverton Congregational Church  

where many of our church members were the stars of the show. A great time was had by all. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all. 

 

-------------------------- 
 

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

 

        IN THE EVENT OF  INCLEMENT WEATHER 
   

 Please tune to:  
  WFSB Channel 3  or NBC CT   
   or check the church web site at:    

                  www.cantoncenterchurch.org. 

 

DID YOU KNOW….  
 

We send out  “WEEKLY EMAIL REMINDERS” 
 

If you would like to receive weekly emails 
about our upcoming Sunday Worship  

and reminders of events and happenings  
for the week ahead, please email the church office at  

Office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024 
 

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING: of the First Congregational Church, Canton Center,  
Sunday, January 21, 2024 after the 10 am service, OR on subsequent Sundays until a  
Quorum is obtained.   
          AGENDA  
 

      1.  Approval of the proposed 2024 budget. 
 

      2.  Any other business proper to come before said meeting. 
 

               Respectfully Submitted,    Bev Sealand, Clerk  

 

Yet another year of Scrip in the books! 
 

Thank you to all of the dedicated Scrip shoppers who participated in 2023!  I’ll be putting together our year  
in review for the February edition of the mouse, but here’s a sneak peek:  in November of this year, we nearly 
tripled the amount of funds we raised for our church over last November!!  This was all because of your    
generosity in supporting our Missions programs.  We donated $1850 in gift cards to Wellmore and Canton 
Social Services for Christmas.  It was an amazing outpouring and the agencies were so incredibly thankful! 
 
Every week, you’ll find me in the parish hall with gift cards on hand for immediate purchase and order    
forms for cards that you’ll receive within one week.  If you’re not in church, you can always call or email     
me (860-693-0134 or c.levine@comcast.net) or you can place an order online or through the RaiseRight app.  
Reach out to me for our church’s unique enrollment code if you wish to place an order electronically. 
 
Looking for an easy New Year’s Resolution you can stick to?  If you haven’t yet tried  
out our Scrip program, come visit me in during coffee hour to find out more about it.   
Every purchase, no matter the size or the frequency, gives money back to the church. 
 
Thanks, as always, for your support!  Happy New Year! 

http://www.canton/
mailto:c.levine@comcast.net
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 January 2024  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

  
 

ACA  7:00 pm 

Al-Anon 7:00 pm 

 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

 3 

 

 

Diaconate  

7:00 pm 

 

4 

 

 

 

 Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

5 

 

  

Cub Scouts 

6:30-8 pm 

6 

  

 

 

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

7 

     Worship &  
Communion  

10:00 am 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 

8 
 

 

 

Choir 4:30 pm  
 

Trustee 7:00 pm 
 

ACA  7:00 pm 

Al-Anon 7:00 pm 

9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AA  7:00 pm 

10 

  

 

Council  

Meeting 

7:30 pm 

11 

  

 

 

 Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

12 

 

  

13 

 

 

 

   

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

14 

 

Worship  

10:00 am 
 

  
   

  

15 

 

 
 

Choir 4:30 pm  
 

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

Al-Anon 7:00 pm 

16 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 18 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

 

19 

Brian’s Angels 

Sandwich  

making 10 am  

20 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

21 

Worship  

10:00 am 
 

Congregational  

Meeting  

(following worship) 
 

  

22 
 

  

 

Choir 4:30 pm  
 

ACA  7:00 pm 

Al-Anon 7:00 pm 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

24 
 

 

 

  

25 
 

  

 

   

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm 

26 

  

27 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

28 

Worship  

10:00 am 

(Food Collection Sun.) 
 

ITALIAN  

BUFFET 

 

29 

 

 

 

Choir 4:30 pm  

 

ACA  7:00 pm 
Al-Anon 7:00 pm 

30 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

31   

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
Cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Interim Pastor 

860-693-4207 
Pastor Kurt Satherlie 

pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

Office 

(860)693-4581 
Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Organist/Director of Music: 
(860)693-4216 

Mary Lou Keefe   
music@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Hollace Bristol 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 Asst. Director of Faith Formation: 
Karen Needham 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 


