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Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT October 2023

Message from the pastor ...

I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And I will not let what 1
cannot do interfere with what I can do.

~FEdward Everett Hale, American author, historian, and Unitarian minister

Dear Canton Center Church Family,

In today's world, we face many challenges as a mainline Christian church. Changes in our culture and
communication have impacted the universal church. CCC is a vibrant community, but we must be cognizant
of the changes taking place around us.

When I was growing up in Norfolk, CT, most families belonged to church. Today, there are many distractions
and choices that were absent then. It is disturbing to hear that America is not considered a "churched society."

CCC is alive and well with a wonderful, giving, hospitable group of people. We are fortunate to be in a
position to help people in need by providing food, shelter, and emotional support.

But what if we could do more? What if we could reach out to even more people in our community and share
with them the hospitality, safe space, and beautiful sanctuary we have? We can invite our neighbors, friends,
and other acquaintances to Canton Center for worship services and other church activities. Many people who
do not attend worship services simply have not been asked!

I believe that CCC can be a catalyst to foster relationships through the care and love shown so frequently
inside our church to the wider community. If we work together, we can celebrate sharing with more people
our gifts of love, laughter, kindness, and time together in worship to God.

Imagine what our congregational family might look like if, with God's help, we joined with young and old
alike to share our Christian faith with the wider community that God calls us to serve.

I welcome conversation with you; your questions, ideas, needs, concerns, visions, and dreams. [ urge
everyone, as we enter this fall season of Church school, Confirmation, and other ministry programs, to be in
prayer as to what CCC offers you and what you may be able to offer CCC. A wonderful gift to God for all we
have received is to live our lives in ways that honor Him and bless others.

I am very excited and honored to be a part of this congregation. My door is always open. I look forward to
getting to know all of you better. I encourage you to invite your friends and neighbors to church this week.
Let's share the love of Christ with our community!

In Christ's love,

Pastor Kurt
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

All Sunday services at 10:00 a.m. In person and live streamed.

To watch a service live, go to the church website and click on the icon on the homepage.
To view a service later, see under “Connect with Us” on our website.
(Sunday services usually posted there on Mondays), or go to YouTube.com and search
“Canton Center Church” (Sunday a.m. service usually available there by Sunday afternoon).

Oct. 1  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 22 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
with Communion (Fourth Sunday Food Collection)
Oct. 8  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Oct. 29 Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Oct. 15 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Deacons’ Bench
Kristin Oswald, Deacon

Pastoral & Member Care

Have you ever felt alone and in need of support? Do you need help getting to medical appointments or want
some company while you convalesce from surgery or loss of a loved one? Well, your church family is here
to provide assistance in these areas with compassion and love. I had written about the newly-forming
Member Care Team earlier this year at the end of Reverend Brenda’s time with our congregation and had
asked for volunteers to serve on this team while we were without a pastor. Now we are blessed to have
Reverend Kurt with us as our Interim Pastor to provide input and guidance from his previous experiences
with other churches. Together, the Diaconate and Reverend Kurt will reinvigorate this group which is
integral to doing the work of our church to take care of each other and beyond.

Rev. Kurt will oversee visitation to individuals and families who have experienced sickness or a loss in their
family and will work in conjunction with the deacons and other volunteers to make sure that our church
family is well cared for. I will coordinate a team of church members to provide support — whether it be
through offering prayers, going to visit at a home or facility, providing a meal and/or time with a person in
need or transporting them to a clinic or doctor’s office - to those in need.

Please consider volunteering for our care team. It was suggested that we call this group of outreach
volunteers SHEPERDS as we keep watch over our flock and help bring back in ones who might be lost or
straying. You may contact me at oswaldfamily90@comcast.net or 860-690-7129 if you are interested in
serving in any capacity.

You may also reach out to Reverend Kurt, me or any member of the Diaconate if you are in need of spiritual,
emotional or physical assistance or prayer for yourself, member of your family or someone you know.
Please keep in mind that most of us SHEPERDS are not specifically trained medical nor culinary
professionals or social workers, but we will try our best to provide relief and comfort to our church family
members.

We are looking forward to supporting you all however we can.
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LRSS | WORSHIP MINISTRY
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music

The Bell Choir has been invited to present a

Both the Senior and Handbell Choirs concert for the Order of the Eastern Star out of
NS WU Ll | Litchfield and invited dignitaries to be presented
Unfortunately we have lost two very 1 at the Crystal Peak Restaurant in Winsted with
dedicated members to retirement, original date to be in November. Due to severe
Marilyn Larose who was a loyal member iliness of one of the invited guests, the date has
for 20 years, and 1 been shifted to February 11.

M I S i el T ) el | We have already begun rehearsing pieces for
member for 38 years. the presentation and are looking forward to

We will miss both of them and 1 it. Kari Miller Magg, a friend and fellow organist
wish them the best. has agreed to be a substitute for the concert.

Special thanks to Donna Hammond and Kathleen Lundgren, both Music Committee members,
for their help in cataloging some of the vast amounts of choral and handbell music that we
possess, for insurance purposes.

Special thanks to Karen Needham for dutifully playing the chimes before the service every Sunday.

Special thanks to all of the senior choir and handbell choir members who make beautiful music.

Christian Education News
Hollace Bristol, Director of Faith Formation

AT TN & ]

We are so excited about the new program year of Church School. We are set up in the schoolhouse and will
continue our classes there until the weather is too cool. The children show up with enthusiasm and are
ready to explore with us. This time together with your children is so meaningful to me and Karen.

Happy Autumn!

In these 40 minutes in the schoolhouse with ages 4 to 14, we experience what school must have been like in
a one-room schoolhouse, with activities that are engaging for all ages. This year our theme is kindness and
kindness knows no boundaries. Kindness is just one of the big ideas that children are led to explore each
Sunday. We adapt themes from Jesus’s teachings that are woven into activities that challenge young minds
and creative spirits, ideas that the children practice with the understanding that there is no such thing as
getting it “wrong” or making a “mistake.” There is only learning in each activity with the intent of owning
more and more of what Jesus came to share: compassion, gratitude, appreciating the light that each one
carries within them, kindness, offering one’s gifts to complete a challenge, and honoring commitments to
each other. It’s not that these ideas are unique to Church School, but to work with them intentionally
inspires understanding them at a deeper level.

Did you ever consider that there is a relationship between kindness and dropping a raw egg, or turning over
a “new leaf?” Ask the children!

Blessings, always!
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A Pastoral Search Update from the Church Council
Hugh Anderson, 2nd Vice President

Fall is a time of new beginnings for the church and we are blessed to begin this church year with our new interim

pastor, Reverend Kurt Satherlie. Rev Kurt is now several weeks into his ministry with us and we are all off to a great
start. Whether you've been regular attendees or maybe not as much lately, we encourage members and friends of the
church of all ages to join us on Sunday mornings for a new season of family worship, church school and great fellowship.

Part of celebrating our new interim ministry is to work with Rev Kurt and all of you to begin the process of search and
call for a settled pastor. This is a more involved process than the interim search was, and includes a focused opportunity
for self reflection, understanding our identity as a church and how we wish to grow and prosper in the world and in our
community moving forward.

So now what? We begin by formulating a pastoral search committee. A committee that will drive the process while

also being inclusive of the voices of all members. We will be seeking committee participation from all ages, genders,
and perspectives. And we welcome a cross section of regular attendees as well as those of you who may see this as an
opportunity to shape the church’s future and return to more active involvement.

If you'd like to be considered for the search committee, or would like to suggest someone instead, there are several
immediate ways to do so. Please send a private email to cantoncenterpastorsearch@gmail.com, call the church office, or
use the confidential suggestion box which is on the table that sits in the hallway just outside the kitchen entrance.

Our timetable is to have a list of names by November 1st, so the Council may act and establish a committee to begin the
search process in January, right after the holidays. This is an exciting time in the life of the church. Let's all be a part of it!

Scrip is Fundraising While You Shop!

Scrip is a fundraising program that our church been participating in for over 7 years and we have raised thousands of
dollars. Church members can purchase gift cards for over 650 retailers. You pay face value, but the church buys them
for less, thus the fundraising! Every time you buy a card through us, you're raising money for our church!

In order to continue and grow on our success, we need more shoppers! You don't have to make a purchase every
week, or even every month. Give it a try if you haven’t yet — every single purchase helps! While most people think of
buying gift cards for presents, you can also just buy them for yourself to use in place of cash or credit at local grocery
stores, restaurants and department stores. If you're spending the money anyway, why not help our church in the pro-
cess? Local food banks can also use gift cards for grocery stores. Did you know that the Canton Food Bank uses
monetary (and gift card) donations to shop for perishable items to give out weekly. That's a win-win!

The Scrip table is open in the Parish Hall every Sunday during coffee hour. Stop by to see what gift cards we have
available for immediate purchase, for ordering to pick up the following week, or to just find out more about our program.
Check out raiseright.com to find out even more about how scrip works or to set up an online account. There is even an
app for that! Search “raiseright” in your app store. You can shop from the comfort of your own couch any time of day
or night and pick up your order in church the following week or have them shipped to your house! Shopplng and help-
ing really don't get easier than that. We'd also love to have more people to help : reeereses

run the table during coffee hour. Even if you can only commit to once a month
or less it would help a lot. See Casey or Karen if you can lend a hand.

Thanks for your support!
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Missions & Outreach
Martha Stansel
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Mission Box: The October Missions Box collection will support Hands of Grace, an outreach of St. Paul’s

' with Linda McAllister.

- Evangelical Lutheran Church in New Hartford. They have specifically requested coffee, tea, 64 oz. bottles
of juice, and personal care items such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, deodorant, etc.
If you want to know more about Hands of Grace, you can check them out at handsofgracect.org or speak

Brian’s Angels Meal: We will meet at 10 am on Friday, October 27, to make a hot meal and salad to

serve the 50-60 clients who come to Brian’s Angels for lunch. Starting about 11, we will also make
sandwiches for the evening take-away bags. We have a core group of people who regularly make this
mission happen, but we're always happy to have new volunteers join us as we enjoy fun and fellowship

while serving others. Thank you for your generosity to Brian’s Angels in September. They continue to

Moment for Missions: We were unable to schedule a representative from Brian’s Angels to speak in September, but are

working on a date for October. We're also planning a Moment to share information about the Avon VFW resettlement project
(see below). Watch for information about our special November Moment with Ashley Washburn from Asante Sana.

Something new: You may have seen the article in the Valley Press about the Avon VFW's efforts to resettle an Afghan

family. They are in the beginning stages of sharing information and looking for volunteers to help with this project. Geri
Bunnell and Paul Stansel plan to attend one of the information sessions to see if there are ways our church can be involved.
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First Congregational Church, Canton Center |

184 Cherry Brook Road
(Rt. 179, 1.25 mi. north of Rt. 44)

Sﬁt‘jﬁ“@ OCI:)ber 21

Fair: 47 pim
Harvest Booths — Bake Sale — Sweet Shop ~ Quilt Raifle

suppper: 4-4 pimm

Chicken Pie  Gravy ¢ Mashed Potatoes  Turnips © Green Beans < (oleslaw

* Rolls < Cranberry Sauce -« Bevera,,e * Pie for Dessert
 SI5. ~Adults  $6. ~ Children under 12 '

Tickets can be purchased in advance at the church office, or at the event on the 21st.

Chairs: Phil LeGeyt Karen Needham, Jim Magennis
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.
Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,
we strive to build a community that serves all.

An Open and Affirming Church

Lonfirmation

"y

Our Confirmation Class
will start on
October 1st

following worship.

| miss my plate-mate!!!

If you or someone took
this plate by accident,
please return to the
kitchen area of the Church.

HARVEST FAIR &
CHICKEN PIE SUPPER

OCTOBER 21 ~ 4 -7 p.m.

Volunteers Needed

Please consider volunteering for the Annual
Chicken Pie Supper & Harvest Fair
and have an evening of food, fellowship, and fun!

If you have never worked on the event, don’t worry.
We'll make sure you get all the information you need.
The jobs are broken down into segments
that can be handled by just about anyone.

Please help, you'll be glad you did!
Watch for sign up sheets on the kitchen door.

Chicken Pie Supper Co-chairs:
Phil LeGeyt, Karen Needham, Jim Magennis

God is still speaking !!!

2999999999999

Visit our website at www.cantoncenterchurch.org

Listen to recorded Sermons and Music
from worship services!

Follow us on 'i
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OCTOBER 2023
Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Worship &
Communion
10:00 am Choir 4:30 pm Diaconate
Confirmation Class Zoom .
ACA 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Bell Choir
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Garden Club Garden Club
Worship o ?'34!33"(; 9-3 pm Celebr?tion
10:00 am olr 459 pm of Life
Trustees Council (Phil Worley)
7:00 pm 7:00 pm Noon
ACA 7:00 pm Bell Choir
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship HARVEST
10:00 am FAIR &
_ CHICKEN
Choir 4:30 pm PIE SUPPER
4-7 P.M.
ACA 7:00 pm Bell Choir
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Making
Worship Hot Meal 10 am
Sandwich
10:00 am .
Choir 4:30 pm i
Fourth Sunday ! P maklr;g:1 am
Food Collection ACA 7:00 pm Bell Choir Brian’s Angels .
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm 5:30 pm AA 11:00 p.m.
29 30 31
Worship
10:00 am
Choir 4:30 pm
ACA 7:00 pm
Al-Anon 7:00 pm | AA 7:00 pm




The First Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ)

184 Cherry Brook Road

P O Box 133

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

The First Congregational Church
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
Cantoncenterchurch.org

Interim Pastor
860-693-4207
Pastor Kurt Satherlie
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org

Office
(860)693-4581
Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager
office@cantoncenterchurch.org
Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Organist/Director of Music:
(860)693-4216
Mary Lou Keefe
music@cantoncenterchurch.org

Director of Faith Formation:
Hollace Bristol
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org
Assistant Director of Faith Formation:
Karen Needham
CE@cantoncenterchurch.org

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.




