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THE CHURCHMOUSE 
From the Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza 

SEASONS OF NEW LIFE,  
AND THE ETHICS OF LEAVING 

                                                                                                            
 

In the Northern Hemisphere, Easter coincides with spring – the greening                     
of the earth.  At the same time that we are rejoicing in new life in Easter’s 
spiritual terms, we can literally see new life all around us in nature’s terms,          
and they  seem to go together.  I have sometimes tried to imagine what it’s  
like to celebrate Easter in some part of the world where this is not the case – where it’s winter, and nature is 
not coming alive but is in its period of restful dormancy – but I cannot.  “Now the green blade rises,” says 
one of our Easter hymns, and so we expect it to be. 
 
And yet.  And yet… to fully grasp what the gift and mystery of “new life” mean, we can’t just think about 
gardens and trees and flowers.  What is new life in us?  What is new life in our stories, no matter what 
literal season of the year we may be in?  What counts as rebirth, new beginning, new alive-ness, in us?  
This is what Easter gives us as spiritual framework:  not just a way of thinking about life beyond this world, 
but as the fullness of life right now within it. 
 
As I prepare to leave Canton Center Church at the end of April, it is with such gratefulness for all we’ve 
shared over these years, and with every hope for this church that the new beginning that lies ahead for you 
will be a good one.  New beginnings always grow from past things, our stories hold beloved continuity in 
them, such that “new chapters” always follow from previous ones and will bear some connection to them.  
New beginnings for congregations are not so much clean breaks with the past (it always comes along with 
us in some way), as they are new opportunities to add to our stories so far.  New beginnings for ministers 
are likewise not so much clean breaks with the past as continuations of the stories we’ve lived, and they 
bear our connections with the ministries it’s been our privilege to share and the congregations with whom 
we’ve journeyed. 
 
And yet.  While this treasured spiritual connection may remain between us, the ethics of pastoral leave-
taking mean that an outgoing pastor needs to stay clear of any inappropriate involvement in the life of a 
congregation, or with its individual members, such that it would be an interference with any ministry that 
follows.  I will honor the pastoral code of ethics of our denomination by not returning to officiate at events 
such as weddings, funerals or baptisms, or to be in any pastoral care role with any of our members.  In the 
future, any presence I might have at a service or church event would need to be with the specific invitation 
of your pastor at the time. This does not preclude being in touch in normal, caring human ways; it just 
means I can’t be turned to as your pastor. Yes, this is one of the hardest things about a leave-taking. But it 
is in place to help protect the healthy functioning of congregations. 
 
New life.  New parts of all our ongoing stories, lovingly connected to what has come before. Spring.  
Easter.  A risen Christ, a life-giving God, an everywhere-present Spirit with us in every single thing, now 
and always.  Alleluia! 
 
 

Faithfully, 
 
Rev. Brenda 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 

 

 

WORSHIP IN APRIL          

 

Holy Week is April 2 – 9. 

  
April 2        Palm Sunday; Communion, special music by vocal & handbell choirs 
                    Potluck luncheon follows the service 
 
Thurs.,       Maundy Thursday 
April 6       7:30 p.m.  Service of Communion & Tenebrae 
                   Reflectively commemorates the Last Supper & tells the story of Good Friday from Scripture 
 
Fri.,             Good Friday 
April 7        12-3 p.m.   Sanctuary open for meditation, resources provided 
 
April 9        Easter Sunday; music by vocal and handbell choirs 
                    No church school 
 
April 16      Second Sunday of Easter 
                    Moment for Missions:  Dale Picard, ECAD (Educated Canines Assisting 
                    with Disabilities), will visit with a service dog. 
 
April 23      Third Sunday of Easter; Earth Day-themed service 
                    All are invited to bring to the service something from nature,  for an altar-building.   
  Feel free to bring an actual item (twigs, leaves, plants, flowers, shells, water, etc.), 
   or a photo or artistic rendering of something in nature. 
 
April 30      Fourth Sunday of Easter; Rev. Brenda’s last Sunday 
                    No church school 

                                         
                            

 

 

Why Do We Put the Words to the Hymns in the Bulletins? 
 

Occasionally someone will ask why we now print the words to the hymns in our Sunday 
bulletins.   This practice began in 2020 when we instituted livestreaming of services and posting 
the bulletin for each service online as well, so that anyone watching can have the same access to 
the parts of the service as those present in person.   It is not meant to discourage anyone from 
opening and using the hymnals in the sanctuary.  Rather, it has been  a way for us to make our 
worship experiences as fully available as possible to all who are connecting with us. 
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For the month of April, the Missions & Outreach Committee will be collecting 
loose change for Holy Joe's Cafe.  As a military chaplain explains, "Holy Joe's 
Cafe is a place where chaplains...are able to bring a taste of home to the tired, the 
anxious, the angry, the lonely and the wounded... The cups for change can be 
found in the back of the sanctuary, the hallway table, and the social hall. 

 
      Sunday, April 16:  Dale Picard and his ECAD dog will present during a Moment For Missions. 
 
      Friday, April 28: we will be making sandwiches for Brian's Angels. 

 

 
 

 

Ideas for celebrating the arrival of Spring are floating on the breeze. Members of the 
Christian Education committee have been churning their inspirations for an April activity for 
the children. Alison Dolan came up with the idea of planting flowering shrubs and perennial 
flowers on the south side of the School House. In conversation during Coffee Hour, Linda 
McAllister suggested that perhaps some folks who buy tulips or lilies for our Easter 
celebration may want to donate their plants for transplanting as part of our project. Then 
their bulbs will grace our landscape every year.   We will plan to start this gardening 
project after church on Sunday, April 23 as an Earth Day activity.   

 

The children will also participate in picking up trash around the church grounds during Church School one  
Sunday this spring.    
 

Please be reminded that our last Sunday for Church School for this program year will be  May 14, 2023. 

Faith Formation News 
Dr. Hollace Bristol, Director of Faith Formation 

 
Interim Search Committee Update  
 
The interim search committee is making good progress towards submitting the 
application for an Interim Minister. 
 
The interim will bridge the gap between Reverend Brenda and a Settled Pastor. 
 
There are plans to have a second hour to explain some of these details and 
what the path forward will look like.  April is a busy month so this will probably 
happen in May. 
 
For now any thoughts or concerns can be directed to the Interim Search  
Committee at cantoncenterpastorsearch@gmail.com  
 
Grant Hagedorn  

mailto:cantoncenterpastorsearch@gmail.com


Deacons’ Bench 
 Casey Levine, Deacon 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 

Spring… A Time for New Beginnings? 

 
Spring – it’s all about newness, green things, buds, sprouts, birth, sunshine and rainbows.  Sorry, 
I’m just not feeling it this year.  I’m trying, but I can’t seem to manufacture the Spring Fever that 
often comes so naturally.  Could it be because 90% of Winter actually felt more like Spring?   
With our very little snow and warm weather?  Could it be the hydroponic garden growing in my 
basement with it’s fresh cucumbers, lettuce and basil in March? They are amazing, don’t get me 
wrong; but extending our growing season to “year-round” feels a little like cheating mother nature.  
I don’t necessarily think it’s either of those, but more the feeling of “the end” that I can’t shake as 
we hurdle into this new Season. 
 
It's the end of my 3-year term on the Diaconate.  It has been incredible in ways I definitely didn’t 
expect.  Not only did I learn so much about the day-to-day workings of what it takes to coordinate 
our worship service and other experiences, but I gained a much greater and meaningful 
understanding of the scriptures.  I also created deeper relationships with some fellow church 
members that I really cherish.  It also happens to be the end of my 18-year term as a Canton Public 
School parent.  My youngest son, Josh, graduates from CHS in a couple short months.  It’s the last 
high school lacrosse season, the last parent-teacher conferences and the end to many of those 
“mom friendships” that happened just because you were all at the same events together over and 
over.  I know a whole new adventure awaits him, and I’m sure he’ll continue to need our guidance 
and support.  But it’s just different.  I doubt I’ll be on a first name basis with the Dean of URI like 
I am with the high school principal! 
 
Of course, this is also the end of Reverend Brenda’s settled pastorate at Canton Center Church.  
What a privilege it has been to get to know her over these last 7 or 8 years.  As a fellow deacon put 
it recently, her “soothing words and messages always resonate”.  That is not just in her preaching, 
but could be in an everyday conversation you have with her.  I always feel like I come away 
thinking more deeply about any given topic.  Her care for humanity is evident, and I’ll especially 
miss seeing her get choked up at every baptism.  Which makes many of us do the same.  While I’m 
excited for both Brenda and the church as we all move into a new chapter, it’s still a little bit sad 
that this one is ending. 
 
Now here we are, just a week or so away from Easter.  We have journeyed through a long and 
thoughtful Lent that started with Ash Wednesday and the reminder that we are all children of God.  
But the toughest part is yet to come.  In order to get to the glory of Easter, we have to make it 
through that Last Supper and the long day that followed, ending with Jesus’ crucifixion.  We can’t 
just skip through the pain to get to the good stuff.  God’s own son had to realize a literal, not just 
figurative, end to this life on Earth, so that we all could bask in the glory of the resurrection. 
 
Good times are coming.  We all just need to have a little extra faith. 
 
In his spirit – 
 
Casey Levine 



 

 
 
 
 

 

A very special thank you to  
Casey Levine 

for her dedicated hard work in organizing  
our Scrip Program for the past 7 years! 

 
 
 

Our 7th Scrip Anniversary! 
 
Do you remember what you were doing 7 years ago this month?  
At least a few dozen of you were trying out our Scrip program for the first 
time! 
 
In early 2016, I was sitting in a special council meeting and the trustees had been exploring lots of 
options to increase revenue and reduce expenses.  The scrip fundraising program had been previously 
brought to their attention and they had researched it and explained to council briefly how it worked.  It 
seemed like an easy way to bring in a modest addition to our bottom line and it was up for grabs if 
anyone was interested in coordinating it.  I could hardly stop myself from volunteering, as often happens.  
I did some additional research, the treasurer opened up a dedicated bank account, and in April, we set up 
a table for the first of hundreds of coffee hours. 
 
Over these last 7 years, we have raised roughly $10,000 for the church.  While it’s nothing to balance the 
budget on, it’s an easy fundraiser with no real downside. 
 
I believe it was the March 2016 council meeting where I gave a report on exactly how the program would 
work and the approval was given to go ahead.  There sat Karen Needham, giving me the silent nod and 
hand gesture indicating she’d love to help me out… she has that same volunteering bug I do!  And if you 
find yourself interested in helping out at the table once in a while during coffee hour, just give me a call.  
We can always use the extra hands.  It’s a fun way to socialize and do good at the same time. 
 
And if you don’t know about the Scrip program, here is a quick synopsis.  Scrip is an easy way you can 
help raise money for the church by buying gift cards for everyday expenses like groceries, gas, clothing, 
restaurants and gifts.  It is literally “fundraising while you shop” and there are nearly 600 retailers to 
choose from. The best part about Scrip is that you pay for exactly what you get and the church makes 
money by purchasing the gift cards at less than face value.  You can also order scrip online or through the 
RaiseRight app.  Add gift cards to your cart and either pay by check, credit card or through an automatic 
withdrawal from your checking account.  For more information on how to sign up online and get our 
enrollment code, just reach out.  I’m available via phone (860-693-0134), email (c.levine@comcast.net) 
or find me at the Scrip table in coffee hour nearly every Sunday. 
 

Thanks for your continued support! 
 
Casey 
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God is still speaking !!! 
, , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,  

 

Visit our website at cantoncenterchurch.org  
 

Listen to recorded Sermons and Music  

from worship services! 

 

                     Like us on Facebook  

 
 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and fellowship, to embody  
Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.  Joining faith with action, both within and  

beyond our church, we strive to build a community that serves all. 
__________ 

 

An Open and Affirming Church 

      A Celebration for Rev. Brenda 

April 30, 2023 
 

You are invited to come celebrate with us Sunday, April 30 

immediately following the church service  

with wonderful food provided by Wider Church 

to honor Rev. Brenda  

on her last day at Canton Center Church. 

http://www.cantoncenterchurch.org
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1 

  

 

AA 11 pm 

2   

  Palm Sunday 
Communion &  

Worship  10:00 am 
 

POTLUCK  
DINNER 

 
 

Canton HS 6-8 pm 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Sr. Choir 5 pm 
 

 

ACA 7 pm 

4 

 

 

 

 

 
AA 7 pm 

5 

 

 

 

  

Deacons 
Meeting 
7:00 pm 

6 

 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

Worship  7:30 pm 
 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm  

7 

 
GOOD  

FRIDAY 
Sanctuary 

Open  
12-3 pm 

8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AA 11 pm 

9 

EASTER 
Worship  
10:00 am 

 
 
 

 

  

10      
 

Sr. Choir 5 pm 
 

Trustees 
 7:00 pm 

 
 

ACA 7 pm 

11 

 

  

 

 
AA 7 pm 

12 
 

 

 

 Council  

Meeting 
7:00 pm 

 

13 

 

 

 
 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm  

14 

  
15 

 
D. Goeben 
Memorial 

Service  11 am 
 
 

16 
 

 Worship   
10:00 am 

 

Moment for  
Missions  ECAD 

 

 
 

 

17 

 

 

 

Sr. Choir 5 pm 

 

ACA 7 pm 

18 

  

 

 

 

 

AA 7 pm 

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm  

21 22 

 

 

 

 

 

AA 11 pm 

23 
 

 Worship  
10:00 am 

 

Fourth Sunday 
Food Collection 

 

Canton HS 6-8 pm 

24 

 

 
 

 

Sr. Choir 5 pm 
 

ACA 7 pm 

25 

 

 

 

 
AA 7 pm 

 26 

    

  27 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

5:30 pm  

 28 

Sandwich  

making  

Brian’s Angels 

 29 

Parish Hall 
Reception 

preparation  
10-3 pm 

 
 

AA 11 pm 

30 

 Worship & 

Rev. Brenda’s  

Celebration 

Service 

10:00 am 
 

Canton HS 6-8 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



The Churchmouse  
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road, PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
 

 

Office 
(860)693-4581 

Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

Mon.- Fri. 8:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor 
(860)693-4207 

Rev. Dr. Brenda  Pelc-Faszcza 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 
Organist/Director of Music: 

(860)693-4216 
Mary Lou Keefe   

music@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Dr. Hollace Bristol 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 Assistant Director of Faith Formation: 
Karen Needham 

CE@cantoncenterchurch.org 


