
 

Newsletter of The First Congregational Church, Canton Center, CT September  2021 

THE CHURCHMOUSE 
From the Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza 

As We Return… 
 

~ Gathering Sunday is September 12, 10 a.m. ~ 
 

 
 
I don’t know about you, but as of a few months ago, I thought we might be in a different pandemic situation 
come September.  That we’d be somewhat closer to normal, able to attend church without masks if we’re 
vaccinated (as we’d recently begun to do), to have the traditional celebratory welcome-back picnic after our 
Gathering Sunday service, etc.   However, not so fast:  the facts, as of this writing, are otherwise.   
 
With the increase of Covid-19 cases in our state, largely due to the Delta variant of the virus, including 
break-through infection in those who are fully vaccinated, and the concern over yet more new variants 
developing since we have significant numbers of unvaccinated in our country (and world) as a whole, we 
need to observe renewed and continuing precautions.  Our Church Council has decided that we need to 
require masks for all at our services, regardless of vaccination status, when we return to our sanctuary 
on Sept. 5.  This is in keeping with the current public health guidance of the State of Connecticut for 
protocols in indoor spaces   While we don’t, as of now, need to limit our numbers, we will continue to do  
a sign-in at the door, just in case we should need contact tracing at some point. 
 
This also means that while we’ll have fellowship time after each service (outside when possible), we won’t 
have a “Coffee Hour” for now – i.e., there won’t be food or drink, for the obvious reason that consuming 
them would require the removal of masks.   The Council has also decided to postpone the traditional 
October Chicken Pie Supper and we’ll look to doing it as a post-holidays winter event, if conditions 
allow when the time comes. 
 
So, we will need to stay resilient in this.  Adaptable.  And focused on how we continue to serve the things 
our ministries are all about, even if in modified ways.  Our Christian Education Committee has plans 
for welcoming and engaging those children in attendance on Sept. 12 (see info. on p. 3,) which will be 
a wonderful thing, as our church school kids have been largely absent for a year and a half.  In each of our 
four overall ministry areas – Worship, Learning, Service, Fellowship -- we’ll continue to strive to be the 
Body of Christ in the world, which means both nurturing and deepening our own faith and embodying that 
faith outwardly, through “doing” in the world.   There is so, so much need.  And while we may feel a 
certain weariness from the experience of the past year and a half, this is no time to turn inward and stop 
engaging.  The world needs both messages and embodiments of love, compassion, community, care, 
justice.  That’s what we’re here to be.  Let’s be looking forward to this next year of sharing these    
ministries as a faith community, in whatever forms they might take. 
 
Faithfully, 

Rev. Brenda 
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   We in the Music Department are trying something new this year after a successful trial run in 
the Spring.  Initially, several Senior Choir members  had asked if we could start our choir 
rehearsals earlier, say at 5:00 instead of 7:00 which we did and they all liked the change.  Thus, 
the Sr. Choir rehearsal will now officially start at 5:00 p.m. and it is suggested that people come 
at 4:45 to chat because we will start promptly at 5:00 with warm ups.   
 
   Among the bell choir members we have had somewhat of a grandbaby boomlet .  The proud 
grandmas are as follows:  Cindy W's daughter is expecting her second baby in October,  Gina M's 
daughter gave birth a few months ago to fraternal boy twins, and Donna Howes blessed with both 
a grandchild and great grandchild, each born recently.  Congratulations to all. 
   
   Our bell sub, Allison has very recently undergone surgery related to her cancer and is home and 
feeling quite well.   
 
   During the summer,  I took a good luck at the handbell corduroy covers and because they are all 
so terribly faded, I decided rather than have them dry cleaned we would buy new ones with the 
approval of the Music Committee and our benefactor, and I am pleased to say that we will be 
purchasing them very soon as well as LED orchestra lights to be placed at each station.  This will 
enable our ringers to better negotiate that music at our nighttime rehearsals.   
 
     I am very excited about  resuming the choir rehearsals and hope that all members will be able 
to return. 
 
 
     The Senior choir will have their first rehearsal on August 30th at 5:00,  The handbell choir will 
start up on Sept 16th, at 7:00 and I am happy to say that Judy Robinson will return as director of 
the Cherub Choir with starting date to be announced.  She would prefer to extend the ages of the 
choir members. 
 
      My husband, Pete, and I will away on October 24th and I have hired Christine Brodzik to play 
the piano.  She is an accomplished musician with many accolades and will not disappoint.   
 
 

Calendar Dates 
 
        Sept. 6th, Labor Day, no choir, Sept. 13th, 20th, and 27th, sr. choir rehearsals 5:00 p.m. 
        Sept. 16,  start up for handbell choir,  rehearsals Sept 23, and 30th  7:pm 
        Sept. 20,  Music Committee 4:30 
 

 
 

Music Notes    
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 
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                    All services in our sanctuary at 10 a.m. 
 

Sept. 5             Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost; Communion 
 
Sept. 12           GATHERING SUNDAY 
                        We begin a new program year, we welcome back our 
                        Church School children. 
 
Sept. 19           Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Sept. 26           Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
     The Rev. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza preaching at all services in Sept.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

STREAMLINING OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 

Per a Church Council decision in August, we will now be delivering our monthly newsletter electronically
-only to the vast majority of our members and friends, i.e., all those for whom we have email addresses.  
Some of those folks currently receive both a paper copy and an electronic copy of the newsletter, and 
there are also many other names on our current paper-copy mailing list who no longer have any connec-
tion to the church.  In order to streamline the amount of time and cost involved with our current mailing 
practice, we’re looking to reduce significantly the number of paper copies that we need to print and mail.  
It may take a cycle or two to get things switched over, so please bear with us as we work on this. 
 
Anyone who does not have email, and who is on our current newsletter mailing list, will continue to re-
ceive a paper copy by regular mail.  And of course, if at any time after this change-over you would like a 
paper copy, you may either pick one up at church (current ones are always out & available for the taking) 
or contact the church office to have one sent to you. 
 

 
Church School News 
 
We will be having activities for children on Gathering Sunday (Sept. 12th).  Children should begin in 
church with their families and then we will go outside (weather permitting) after the message for all  
ages.  Parents should come to get their children after church on the back lawn near the parsonage. 
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Deacons’ Bench 
Ali Hager Deacon 

 
Beginning Again 
 
We churchgoing people have had an unusual 18 months. We’re a people who start our week together in 
the pews to gather in prayer and in song, and to listen for the ways God speaks in our lives. 
 
We lost that routine as we knew it, and our challenge now is to find our way forward, not our way back. 
Each one of us comes to Gathering Sunday this September from a different place. Some have been back 
in pews for some time and find comfort there. Others have yet to set foot in the building. Many gather 
with us from their screens. Some have stepped out of the church routine altogether. Across these gaps 
of life experience and comfort level, we all still seek God. We all long for God’s healing presence in 
our lives and in the world around us. 
 
During this time, as we learn how to move forward in our lives of faith, I wonder how each one of us 
can support one another. I wonder how we might encourage one another with generosity of spirit, and 
acceptance of our different experiences of the last 18 months. How might we honor one another as we 
move forward together? As we begin again. Maybe we can start with prayer. 
 

Loving God, 
Help us to begin anew. 
Help us love one another in this time of uncertainty. 
Help us find our way forward, 
with you, towards you. 
Help us listen to one another. 
Help us listen to you. 
As we gather again, in the pews, or from our homes, 
Help us unite in our desire to serve you. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
The Mission and Stewardship committee is going to donate gift cards to the New Hartford Fire Victims.  

    
If you are interested in helping out please order through Casey and the Scrip program for places like Stop & 

Shop, Walmart, Target, Shop Rite, gas stations, etc. and have her tag them for the New Hartford Fire Victims.  
VISA gift cards, that can be used anywhere, can be purchased through Scrip with no activation fee.  

Gift cards may also be dropped off at the church office.  
If you have questions please contact Debbie at 860-250-4944. 
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FLOWER DONORS NEEDED 
 
 

I hope everyone is enjoying these last weeks of summer,  
and taking time to relax and “smell the roses.” 
 
As we look toward September and a return to a more formal church schedule,  
I see that there are several open dates for Sunday flower contributions in the coming year.  
 
This would be a great time to pick a date and honor a loved one, or celebrate a special person or occasion. 
Certain dates often have special meaning in our lives, so take a look at the available dates below and consider 
making one of them yours. Then contact me, Nancy Alford, and I'll add your name to our Flower Calendar! 
 
I can be reached by phone: 860.693.2863 or email: nanalford@snet.net.  
If you have a question regarding a date, or are not sure about bringing flowers to the church,   
I’ll be happy to help. 
 
 
                                         2021           2022 
 

   September 5, 19             January 16, 23 
   October 17, 24                                   April 24                                                                       
   November 14                                     July 24                              
   December 26 
                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                
 
 A special “thank you” to our members who continue to donate flowers on a special Sunday each year.  
 If you should have a question as to which Sunday is yours this coming year, feel  free to give me a call. 

Tomato time!    
 

Here's a few shots of our bountiful harvest of tomatoes this week, both on the vine and filling up the table 
down at the Canton Food Bank! 
Art 
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To All at Canton Center Church, 
 
Thank you so much for the special 
worship service, lovely send off 
and generous gift. 
 
I am so grateful for my time at 
Canton Center.  Working with you 
all has been such a joy.   
 
Please do keep in touch!  I am not 
far and would always welcome a 
chance to reconnect. 
 
Thank you all, 
Sarah Pradhan 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and   
fellowship to embody Christ’s message of love, compassion and justice.   

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,  
we strive to build a community that serves all. 

 
An Open and Affirming Church 

 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!! 

 
Our new website is finally live!  Check it 
out!    (Same web address as before:  
www.cantoncenterchurch.org). 
 
A small Council-appointed committee 
(Larry Minichiello, Kathy Smith and  
Rev. Brenda) has worked for months on it 
with a professional web designer.  Our aim 
was to update the site as a whole, both  
visually and content-wise, streamlining 
content areas and making the site as  
succinct and useful as possible, especially 
for visitors and newcomers.   
 
Going forward, we will largely be able to 
edit and update from within the church  
office. 
      

 
 

God is still speaking !!!  

, , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,     
  
 

Visit our website at  www.cantoncenterchurch.org  
 
 

Listen to recorded Sermons and Music from worship services!  

                              

                                                  Follow us on             

http://www.cantoncenterchurch.org
http://www.cantoncenterchurch.org


The Churchmouse Page 7 

         SEPTEMBER    2021   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
  

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 
  

 1   
 

 Deacons’  

Meeting 
7:00 pm 

 

  

2 

 

 

 
 

 

3 4 

 

 

  

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

5 
       

Worship &  

Communion 

10:00 am 
 

 

6 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACA  7:00 pm 

7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

8 

   
 
 
 
 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10 11 

 

  

 

 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

12 

Mission Meeting 9 am 
  

 

Worship 

10:00 a.m. 
  

 Gathering Sunday 
  

Church School Begins 

13      

 
 
 
 
 

Trustee Meeting  
7 pm 

 

Sr. Choir 5 pm  
 

ACA  7:00 pm 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

15 

  

 
 

Council   
Meeting  
7:30 pm 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

17 

 

     

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 
AA  11:00 p.m. 

19 
 

Worship  

10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

20 

 
 
Music Meeting 

4:30 pm 
  

Sr. Choir 5 pm  
 

ACA  7:00 pm 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

 

22 
 

  

23 
 

  

 

   

Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

 

24 25 

 

 
 

 

 . 

AA  11:00 p.m. 

 

26 
      

Worship  

10:00 a.m. 
 

  

 Fourth Sunday  
Food Collection 

 

  

27 

 
 

 

 

 Sr. Choir 5 pm  
  
 

  ACA  7:00 pm 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

AA  7:00 pm 

 29 

  

 30 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir 

7:00 pm 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  



   
The First Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ) 
184 Cherry Brook Road 
P O Box 133 
Canton Center, CT 06020-0133
    

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at:  

www.cantoncenterchurch.org 

Rev. Brenda Pelc-Faszcza 
Pastor 

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

The First Congregational Church 
184 Cherry Brook Road PO Box 133 

Canton Center, CT 06020-0133 
 
 
 

Office 
(860)693-4581 

Kristen DiMattia, Office Manager 
office@cantoncenterchurch.org 

M-F 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor 
(860)693-4207 

Rev. Dr. Brenda  Pelc-Faszcza 
pastor@cantoncenterchurch.org 

 

Organist/Director of Music: 
(860)693-4216 
Mary Lou Keefe   

music@cantoncenterchurch.org 
 

 
Worship every Sunday 

 at 10:00 a.m. 


