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Christian Education News
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SAVE THE DATES
March 16th
. Messy CTamr ch!
| i intergenerationa
» back by popul ar: !
| » Pl ease | et Clasey
4tip ¢ Sarah Pradhan kh f h
! ' youodod | i ke tio vo :
i on | i ilt:eeh
baking ! i € €
mpney : inte
&
ANk
7’0\)
A big thank you to all who have hel ped suppor
Bet ween our Super Bowl grinder sales and butt
$350 Our goal is $1,000 and there are stil!]l
Pl ease consider contributing to our funding [
or the JYF bake sal e!
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Deacons® Bench
YIGKEf SSy wWo . &2
Love & Mercy in the Real World

ALove & Mercyo has been stuck in my head for day
musi cal genius behind the Beach Boys, on YouTube
the world, all of which he experienced personally for years at the hands of an abusive father and a manipulat
reassuresustiims. ove and mer cy, itshoat & so vweh aatn dwemernreceyd Widsonyiog
explains what he calls his most spiritual song e
gentle thing and mercy would be a more desperate, ultimately more desperately needed, thanliiftie lfieeakiercy
here and there for somebody whodéds having troubl e

Reverend Brenda spoke to us in a recent sermon about an indifecéxlEEnpalof forgiveness and redemption in t
Mulvaney family, a Silver Lake camp family who suffered a terrible tragedy. That ordinary humans can be ca
extraordinary mercy is almost beyond imagining, let alone understanding.

ASomewhere along the wayo from childhood to adul
Palm/Passion Sunday. This meant that we began with the palms, hosanna and cheerful songs about the chil
Jesus, but before | ong webre into betrayal and C
€ it looked |Iike fun and games wuntil you unpacke

ourselves part of the crowd that shouted,
0Crucify him, Crucify him.é

This was confusing. But é it was true. We have
Goddéds mercy and forgiveness poured out for wus, p
praise for the deep |l ove and mercy of God to us

The song of the Cross, the song of Resurrection. But how do we learn to hear it?

Perhaps we begin to hear more clearly by allowing our hearts to be broken open on Maundy Thursday, the ni

a last meal with his disciples and gave them a new manashatatuinn L at i n, fr om whi ch
talking about the night before he died, when Chr
Pastor Emily Heath of Ver mont . AAnd i f you read
character right about now would be saying someth
get away with this é strike back. 0 But t hieadthes n

mandate that Jesus gives is this:

6l give you a new commandment, that you | o

Just as | have |l oved you, you also shoul d
These are strong words, wupping the ante beyond t
grudge, but | ove your neighbor as yoursel f . fove, No
but to Christdés perfect capacity for | ove?? To
Well, yes

AMercy al ways s o0un ddeal geaple than | dm. K levera thenkimg, ldcoufd ber meteifulg 1§ | dne
loan that someone was having trouble paying off, | could be merciful. If | were holding a sword and stending
I could show mercy then, too. | t 6 s h atoday lite,dhougima g
[but] maybe mercy is aboutasetfol, about choosing not to use power to convict someone (even tiny power, like
disappointed sigh or an angry horn blast), ¢loibsing v ent é . So today, I owi ||
being right, more on building others up than heoi

mercy | hope to one day recei ve wh e PpstorRuinngaljweh gracumy s e

Love and mercy, thatods what we need in the re
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Musical Notes
Mary Lou Keefe, Director of Music
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Missions & Outreach
YNRAasy hagtlttR

Habitat for Humanity
Missions & Outreach Committee member

Art Mauger is gathering information about a

Habitat for Humanity Faétked work
event this Spring which may take place in
April on a Thurseiaynday time frame.
He will share details of what kind of work

will be performed and the time commitment

involved with this outreach activity in

Asante Sana for Education

The CE committee has voted on and decided

to use the 2018 Cake Auction proceeds to
contribute toward the Asante Sana for
Education service trip this-Julyeto

Tanzania, Africa which will include adults and

children this year. As it is a combined effort of
ar
mission to help other s in need, please considef

two committees to

bidding on a delicious horade cake of your

choice at the Auction scheduled for after church

service on Sunday, March 4th!

Behavioral Health in Torrington, CT.
Wellmore provides social services to ¢~
B g
many families in Western Connecticuty
service locations in Danbury, WaterbKgis
Naugatuck and Torrington and coverikgjg.
families in geographical areas from <&
Cheshire to Kent. Please consider tak ]

a paper egg from the Easter Tree in Py, .:ie w1 el

Hal |

Sunday Marcht#h time for Easter basket
Hartford as he learns more about the activity.delivery on Easter morning April 1, 2018.

with a fAwish

Moment for Missions ~ Guiding Light Orphans

Jolly and Kurt Lux of Guiding Light OrpharRs,adinon
organization who provides much needed medical assistal
to low income populations in Uganda, Africa will be sharir
Moment for Mission during service on Sunday,'March 11
Jolly and Kurt will receive over 300 empty plastic medicin
containers from our church members which we have
gollectad ssince last Falc Bince GuididigLight Drghans ha
enough empty medicine bottles at his time, you may stop
collecting and dropping off old prescription bottles and ott
vitamin containers.

Thank you for your donations to date.

Thank you for your plentiful donations of sheets, coats and warm clothing throughout the mon
February. Linda McAllister, who volunteers weekly at Hands of Grace, will deliver at least five
sheets and blankets to that organization in New Hartford. We will take about three large bags
coats, gloves, sweaters, shoes and hats to our familiar contacts at Friends in Service to Hume
Northwest CT (FISH NWCT) and deliver warm coats to various warming shelters in downtowr

This is my last Churchmouse article as the Missions & Outreach Chairman. It has been a |
pleasure to serve on this committee which speaks to my personal passion to help those wt
fortunate and in need of all kinds of attention, help and compassion. Thank you to committ
Harriet Vose (Secretary) and Carol Heyer who are also finishing up their terms on this com

Respectfully submitted,
Kristin Oswald, Chairman
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Trustees News
51 &S

t2f SeSaisSselx / KIFAN

It has been a busy year with the repairs in the
parsonage, the handicap ramp outside the
sanctuary, and the repair of our lawn parking
around the parsonadée kitchen renovation
phase 1 is about to start in Marclew stove will
be installed with new vent and hood.

area

Ken Eifes is on the Board of Trustees and onfthe
kitchen committade will be scheduling the

contractors.

Again,please keep the thermostats where the
set and turn off lights when leaving the buildin
well as making sure the doors are locked.

y are
g as

| would like to thank everyone on the Board of
Trustees who helped me during the year with
building and grounds, finding new tenants for
parsonage, and the stewardship canipEsm.

want to thank our minister and Phil Doyle for {
help and advicEom Goodwin and Rina Pane

be going off the board with me.

the
heir
vill

Phil LeGeyt will be the new chairman.

Joining the board will be Linda Kessler, Kathg
and Larry Minichiello.

Kerr

School House Update
1LIS\NE 2 Y 2 NOK S NIi

¥

At this time last year, we werg
preparing for the Grand Ope
of the 1848 schoolhouse acrg
the street from the church, w
was held on April 30, 2017.
It was a great success!
About seventy people attended, and it was estima
over ondalf were from the community at large. Ou

speaker was Town Historian and author David Lef

a wonderful job. We had tremendous support of al
from our church members in preparing for, and in
on, the event. Three former students of the school
the Grand Opening, including Mrs. Muriel LeGeyt
Kenneth King, both present members of the churc

At the time, our highlighted need for the schoolhoy

new roof. Quite unexpectedly, and to our delight,
weeks later, a kind and generous anonymous don

ed the
!

F, who
| kinds
hutting
came
hnd M
N.

se wa
h few
DI mac

a gift to the schoolhouse project of the entire amoyint

required for the new roof. In the fall, the work was
are most thankful.

The Grand Opening demonstrated that this terrific
pretty, historical little building is ready for use for s
gat herings, exhibits,
outreach to the greater community. Now that the w
getting warmer, it is time to schedule events. Plea
encourage potential users, and contact the church
with any inquiries. $8(34581.

done.

very
mall

h n d
eathe
be
office

PRIME TIMERS

March 14 at 11:30 am. ~ Sweet Wind Farm,

The Prime Timers will meet in the church parking lot on Wednesday, March 14, at 11:30 am
We will carpool to Sweet Wind Farm in East Hartland for a program on making maple syrup. Cost is

Bring your own lunch and drink to have before the program.

March 28 at Noon ~ Out to Lunch

The Out to Luch

Group

wi || meet at Abigai

$5.p

(@)}
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Rev. Dr. ]acqul Lewm

Pasfor, ccf:wsf pneachef; and ﬁerce
odvocale for racial equalbly, |
economsc jusffca and £ GBT Q ea ucr!r/y

Super
Saturday

Networking, March 17, 2018

8:00 am—3:45 pm
Minnechaug Regional High Scheol
Wilbraham, MA

€ l OWShlp : Registration Deadline: March 3, 2018

Collaborative effort between the -
Massachusetts, Connecticut and
Rhode lsland Conferences, UCcceC,
with presenters and attendees
from ali conferences. '
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WORSHIP IN MARCH

tn floe nMi
of

Lent

don and the flight of the disciples. The relighting o
the single Christ candle at the end of the service points

' N ahead to the coming Easter dawn.

MarchG®d®d Fr i

12: 00 Banontuary
to 3:0Prppmred

April EAster
1.0, ™ox0
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We gather as a welcoming community in worship, learning, service and

embody Christdés message of | ove,

o

t

fell owship

Joining faith with action, both within and beyond our church,

we strive to build a community that serves all.
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PALM SUNDAY POTLUCK Luncheon
March 25

EASTER LILY

ZLOO EH RQ VDOH

ODUFK



